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• American Community Survey data released (Sept 13)
– A portrait of 2016, based on a sample of 2% of housing units
– Available for geographic areas with at least 65,000 people
– Metropolitan areas, not census tracts

Census data powers the online tool
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• Our metro area has some of the highest overall rates of employment and 
homeownership in the country

• Our metro area also has some of the largest disparities by race and ethnicity 
in the country

– Disparities are particularly striking between Black residents compared with White residents

Racial disparities: a well-known story
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Recent Council research on racial disparities
• People of color face barriers 

to housing choice above 
and beyond income

• White residents and 
residents of color live in 
different proximity to jobs, 
high-performing schools, 
and safe neighborhoods

• Areas of Concentrated 
Poverty

• Significant racial disparities 
persist just as our region is 
becoming more racially and 
ethnically diverse

• Equity as a regional 
outcome; use as a lens to 
evaluate its operations, 
planning, and investments

• Creating and expanding real 
choices for housing, 
transportation, and 
recreation

• Prosperity Imbalanced report

• MSP has the largest 
disparities in employment, 
poverty, and homeownership 
in 2013
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Recent Council research on racial disparities
• Disparities Unmasked report

• Heightened attention to 
differences in disparities 
between White residents 
and specific racial groups
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Recent Council research on racial disparities
• Diving Deeper series

• When the influence of 
demographic differences 
between White residents 
and Black, Latino, and 
Asian residents is removed 
through statistical modeling, 
the disparities mostly 
remain.

• Behind the Curve report

• MSP’s poverty and 
homeownership rates for 
our metro's Black, Latinx, 
and Asian residents did 
not improve between 
2000 and 2015 as much 
as they did in some of our 
peer metros.
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Recent Council research on racial disparities
• Missing Opportunities 

report

• Lifting up the economic 
benefits of eliminating 
racial disparities; what the 
region stands to gain (or 
miss out on) by 2040. 
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Recent Council research on racial disparities
• Visualizing Regional 

Racial Disparities 

• Online, interactive data 
“story” that can answer 
users’ questions
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Information to explore
• Metro rankings in poverty, income, employment, and homeownership between 

1990 and 2017
• Metro rankings in racial and ethnic disparities
• Outcomes by race and ethnicity 
• What the Twin Cities region stands to gain from resolving racial and ethnic 

disparities
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• Available at metrocouncil.org/disparities

Live demonstration

https://metrocouncil.org/getdoc/9ed4ebce-195a-4ce6-b06e-b132da84f74d/Visualizing-Regional-Racial-Disparities.aspx
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Visualizing Regional Racial Disparities
Questions? 

Krysten Ryba-Tures
Senior Researcher, Community Development
Krysten.ryba-tures@metc.state.mn.us

Nicole Sullivan
Data Scientist, Community Development
Nicole.Sullivan@metc.state.mn.us
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