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Mission and Vision (in development)
Mission
We advance a better Twin Cities region for all by delivering trusted, useful information to 
planners, service providers, policymakers, and our communities. 

Vision
We imagine equitable policy, planning, service, and investment decisions at the regional 
and local level that result in tangible benefits and opportunities for all residents of our 
region. We see our skills, creativity, and platforms as resources that further shared 
understanding about regional issues that matter.
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Research: Informing the Region
• Forecasts of population, households, and jobs

– Inform regional planning, transportation modeling, local comprehensive plans, and 
more

• Population estimates (Minn. Stat. 473.24)
– Allocate local government aid, local street aid, and calculate fiscal disparities. Also 

widely used in general research and analysis internally and externally
• Construction, affordable housing, and land use 

– Where is new construction occurring (residential and non-residential)? How is the land 
being used? How much affordable housing is added each year (Minn. Stat. 473.254)
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Research: Informing the Region
• Parks Research

– How many people visit the regional parks and trails (Minn. Stats. §§ 85.53 and 
473.351)? Who are they? What are the barriers to usage?

• Climate Research
– What are the greenhouse gas emissions for the region and communities? What are 

the most effective planning strategies to reduce emissions and increase resiliency to 
climate change? 

• Data Science 
– Harnessing vast new sources of data and innovative analytics methods to generate 

new insights, deliver state-of-the-art online data visualization and apps
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Research: Informing the Region
• Research on key topics of regional importance

– Racial inequities
– Affordable housing and housing market analysis
– Demographic and neighborhood change
– Economic competitiveness

• More qualitative research
• Bringing community wisdom into our work
• Connection to action
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How we share research findings and data
Available at https://metrocouncil.org/data

Reports Interactive, online tools and dashboards

https://metrocouncil.org/data
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Our services: reach out to us!
•Self-service data tools
•Data tutorials and workshops
•Custom data requests
•Custom research requests
•Email research@metc.state.mn.us

mailto:research@metc.state.mn.us
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• Access key information and trends about the Twin Cities region 
or any city, county, or township

• Data on population, employment, income and poverty, housing, 
commuting, land use, and development

• Great resource today, and currently planning overhaul
• Available at https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/

Community Profiles

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/
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Community Profiles

Choose area 
from 

dropdown or 
click on the 

map

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/
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Community Profiles

Choose tab 
for topic of 

interest

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/
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Download Data

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/data_download/dd_start.aspx/

https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/data_download/dd_start.aspx
https://stats.metc.state.mn.us/profile/
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Interactive dashboards

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities
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Interactive dashboards

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities
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Interactive dashboards

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities

https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities
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Interactive dashboards

https://metrocouncil.org/Planning/Projects/Thrive-2040/Thrive-Indicator-Dashboard.aspx

https://metrocouncil.org/Planning/Projects/Thrive-2040/Thrive-Indicator-Dashboard.aspx
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Custom planning apps
Visualizing travel to regional parks
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Reports
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• Reframing areas of concentrated poverty (June)
• 2018 Population estimates (July)
• Greenhouse gas inventory and scenario planning tools (iterative releases)
• Parks visitation using cell phone GPS data (May-June)
• Community profiles 2.0 (December)
• Redrawing of census tracts and block groups (May)
• Update to visualizing regional racial disparities dashboard
• Update to Thrive indicators dashboard (October)
• Economic competitiveness dashboard (November)
• 2020 parks visitor study planning (December)
• Suburban neighborhood change (August)
• Many more

Some upcoming and current projects
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Why we forecast
• Forecasts provide a reference as region and local 

governments prepare plans
• Plans “addressing areas and populations to be served, the 

levels, distribution, and staging of services” (Minn. Stat. 
473.146) 
–Regional systems and services are scaled to meet forecasted demand
–Local plans, infrastructure, services respond to the same forecasts
–Broad set of audiences and users



Forecast models toolkit
Regional economic model system for 
region-level employment and population

Land use model system for location of 
future land use, local households and 
employment

Travel demand model system for future 
network conditions and accessibility 
measures, accounting for connection of 
places 



Met Council’s local land use model
• Where will we add 495,000 jobs and 419,000 households?
• Modeling the dynamics of location choice
–Neighborhood choices: What locations best suit preferences of 

households and employers?
–Supply of real estate: What locations are viable to developers? 

Policies and planning controls set the envelope
–It’s an economic model: Location decisions mediated by real estate 

prices, market constraints
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2014 households + 
2014-40 growth
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Forecast results:
Households growth 2010-2040

 < 1,000 households 
1,001− 4,000 
4,001−8,000 
8,001−16,000 
16,001−40,460 

• The region will gain 
419,000 households over 
30 years

• Expect growth in all parts of 
the metro urban services 
area



Managing the forecasts
• Local forecasts are approved by Council action – at start of 

the planning cycle, and ongoing
• Zone forecasts are more locally granular

–Zone forecasts initially from land use model
–Adjusted to fit with community totals
–Ultimately replaced by local government-provided TAZ allocations, 

consistent with land planning and staging
• Forecasts can be changed 

–We have processes to manage the community forecasts and zone 
forecasts, and to enforce consistency
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Managing the forecasts: Into the next cycle

All cities’ forecasts 
updated, Council 
approval: 2023

Discussion, negotiation. 
Greater detail in forecasts. 
Major update for System 

Statements: 2025 

One-city-at-a-time 
adjustments with Plan 

Updates, Amendments: 
Ongoing

Zone-level forecast 
allocations from cities: 

Through 2029

Model improved, 
data refreshed + 
regional policy 

scenarios:  2019-
2023



Forecasts in reviewing local plans
• Forecasts consistently presented throughout
• Allocation of forecasts to TAZs

– Accurate math, reasonable, consistent with planned land use
• Sewer-serviced subtotal (and unserviced) fits 

with expectations and MUSA
• Local capacity greater-than-or-equal-to the forecast

– Numbers of acres X middle of density range
– Considering both new land and redevelopment areas



Engaging with local governments
• Met Council requires local land use plans be consistent with 

the Council’s forecasts
– Cities can achieve consistency by adjusting land uses, or future 

development staging, or intensity
– Met Council is receptive to adjusting local forecasts if needed 

• Our goals for the forecast program:
– The forecasts represent well-reasoned expectations about the future
– Met Council and local planners working from the same numbers



More information

• 2040 forecasts for cities and townships: 
metrocouncil.org/forecasts/

• 2040 forecasts for transportation analysis zones 
(TAZs): gisdata.mn.gov/dataset?q=taz+forecast

https://metrocouncil.org/forecasts/
https://gisdata.mn.gov/dataset?q=taz+forecast
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