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• Qualifies region to access EDA funds, including $1.5 billion in CARES Act
• Serves as Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Alternative

– Regional background
– SWOT analysis
– Strategic direction and action plan
– Implementation framework
– Economic resilience 

• Timeline, priorities, and requirements for new funding are TBD 
• Geography and authority of REF

Regional Economic Framework (REF)
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REF Geography

Adoption of the REF makes the
7-county Metropolitan Council area 

eligible for EDA funding
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• Adoption by a regional governing body (Metropolitan Council)
• Partner engagement around creation of strategies
• Documentation of key priorities

– Action steps 
– Performance metrics

• Economic resilience
– Equity and access to opportunity
– Preparing workforce for future
– Infrastructure investment
– Innovation in sectors

EDA Requirements 

Foundational work
• Council plans and policies
• GMSP Regional Strategic Priorities
• Council / GMSP research 
• Prior and ongoing regional engagement
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Timeline
April 14 Council Executive 

Committee

May 4-8 GREATER MSP Partnership
Board of Directors briefing

Partner Working 
Group briefing COW

May 11-15 Draft document for 
partners 

Brief County economic 
development staff

Letters of Support 
from cities, 

counties, state

May 20 Review draft at COW

Late May Finalize draft for
public distribution

June 10 Council adoption
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