








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From: Carol Neumann [mailto:carolmneumann@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 10:34 AM 
To: PublicInfo 
Subject: comments on housing 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I realize that the comment time on the housing plan proposal is passed but would like to address 
the fact that you used the term "silver tsunami". 
 
I realize that this commonly used phrase is not only yours, but I am requesting that you retire this 
derogatory terminology in describing our aging population. A tsunami is a catastrophe, a 
negative destructive event. Our aging population did not just happen. Nor is it catastrophic to 
age. We are ALL aging daily, and as we age, our asset richness does not disappear.  
 
The fact is that our country has not really prepared a leadership plan (federal, state or local) to 
accomodate the ever-growing senior population growth. Our aging population did not just 
happen yesterday. But we are just now discussing adaptations to begin to meet the needs of the 
housing situation. None of us should be looking at this as a catastrophe. It is a challenge that we 
all can be a part of meeting. Recognizing the senior population as an asset-laden group, with 
wisdom and value, enhances the richness of the intergenerational idea for "communities for all 
ages" concept. Our senior population group should be involved every step of the way in planning 
our new communities where we will live, rather than the developers or planners who decide how 
senior citizens should live by building what they want to build and where they want to build it. 
Please consider this. Do you want to decide where you want to live? How would you feel if most 
housing options were closed to you and were not able to meet your needs?  
 
Please brainstorm with your colleagues a new positive phrase that can be used in the future in 
place of "silver tsumani". After all, you are us (any time now....). 

Thanks so much for listening. 
Carol M. Neumann 
Concerned West Side Resident 
 

mailto:carolmneumann@gmail.com
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