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Thrive MSP 2040 calls for the Council to – 
 
   “expand its role supporting local 

governments in climate change planning to 
assist their efforts toward mitigation, 
adaptation, and resilience.” 

 
 



Identifying aligned possibilities 
Council will… Community Development may…. 
Use climate change as a lens…  1) Define a climate planning 

requirement for Livable 
Communities grants? 

2) Help investigate procurement 
rules? 
 

Recognize the state’s goals for 
greenhouse gas reduction 

1) Implement an urban forestry grant 
program? 

2) Expand support for EQB? 
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Lens includes…operational and planning authorities to plan for and respond to the effects of climate change

Procurement rules might include disclosure (GHG emissions) and/or preferences for purchasing of low emissions…
EQB effort may include getting CM an actual vote.



Council will…. Community Development may… 
Expand the information and technical 
assistance provided to local 
governments 

1) Expand Local Government 
Handbook? 

2) Pursue becoming Green Steps 
partner (and funding)? 

3) Help with coordination of 
stormwater guidance? 

4) Help support demonstration reuse 
projects for rain/stormwater? 

5) Help support MEPC efforts? 
6) Lead renewed LCCMR grant 

proposal ? 
7) Participate in permanent metro 

localized  temperature data 
collection? 

Identifying aligned possibilities 
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Green Steps participation likely would include being SME for specific areas, e.g. solar zoning (water supply planning, stormwater management, transit planning, etc.)

Metro Energy Policy Coalition (metro counties, Sherburne, MAC and us); ES staff’s Council effort; ES & MT split dues.

PCA’s LCCMR proposal (that ES wrote letter to support) was to provide educational forums and materials about climate ADAPTATION to cities

Temperature data; U of M research needs permanent funding and maybe storage. Practical applications include:
- It would facilitate identifying localities within the metropolitan area where heat abatement efforts would do the most good.  For example, the planting of more trees in leafy suburbs would only marginally reduce temperatures because the canopy is already effective, but planting trees in urban tree deserts would have a much bigger impact.  
It would make it possible to computationally model various heat abatement measures to determine which ones would be the most effective and where they would be the most effective.
It would make it easier to determine which vulnerable populations living where are most likely to experience extreme levels of urban heat.
The ongoing monitoring likely will identify central business districts as peak areas of urban heat.  The museum is in final stages of commissioning an advanced heat recovery project that is forecasted to reduce the museum’s cooling and heating needs by 45 and 95 percent respectively.  This means that the museum will be dumping far less heat into the urban atmosphere (especially during the summer) and thus not contributing nearly as much as in the past to the urban heat dome.  Concentrations of office buildings, such as in downtown Minneapolis, can dump huge amounts of heat into the air on hot summer days.  Encouraging advanced heat recovery in buildings would save energy, save money, create jobs and reduce the discharge of heat into our urban air.





Identifying aligned possibilities 
Council will… Community Development may…. 
Work with partners on the feasibility of 
energy improvements and pursue 
group purchasing where it helps 

1) Help with MEPC for generic 
assessments of energy 
technologies? 

2) Develop Community Solar 
Gardens? 

Develop and disseminate info about 
climate change, regional indicators 
and emissions inventory 

1) Help work with EQB and CSEO? 
2) Lead next phase of regional 

indicators work? 
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CSEO = Climate Strategies and Economic Opportunities, ongoing state-wide effort to update and improve on MCCAG; will produce state-wide status report aka framework, then an Action Plan.



Council will… Community Development may…. 
Provide technical assistance to local 
governments…. in partnership with 
Green Steps Cities 

1) Work with stakeholder groups to 
identify valuable help? 

2) Help asking for state bond, Clean 
Water Fund, or LCCMR funding? 
 

Provide information to local 
jurisdictions about climate change 
risks … 

Develop more Comp Plan information 
(with input from experts and 
partners)? 

 

Identifying aligned possibilities 
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stakeholder groups (e.g. Metro Cities) to determine what service cities would really value, where we could bring expertise or economies of scale

e.g. Funding for a new grant program for cities to use for water conservation efforts



Council will… Community Development may…. 
Assess risks from a changing climate 
and potentially rewards 

1) Identify potential competitive 
advantages we could magnify (e.g. 
water cluster; detailed urban 
temperature data)? 

2) Garner support for Transit funding 
through enhanced communication 
about climate change? 
 

Create incentives to reward local 
governments that set and make 
progress on GHG reduction 

1) Pursue state funds to set up a 
grant program? 

2) Work with Council Finance to 
investigate providing credit support 
or loans to cities? 

 

Identifying aligned possibilities 



Council will… Community Development may…. 
Collaborate … and convene local 
governments and broader 
communities to address climate 
change 

1) Work with state agencies and local 
partners to provide sponsorship of 
events (EQB, PCA, DOC, DEED, 
MCWD, NARC and others)? 

2) Lead work with Science Museum 
on relevant display content? 

3) Convene metro stakeholders to be 
proactive and avoid non-attainment 
risk for criteria pollutants? 
 

Invest to reduce energy use in 
buildings and operations, and be 
among leaders in the region 

Pursue funding for audits and energy 
fixes on FAHP homes owned by 
Council/HRA? 

 

Identifying aligned possibilities 
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MCWD= …watershed district organization
NARC – National Assn or Regional Councils

Metro stakeholders, including: Chambers of Commerce, Metro Cities, PCA, etc.



• Adding/editing ideas for possible actions 
• Considering: 

– priorities among them 
– participation within Council  
– collaboration opportunities for synergies outside Council 
– Metrics, should we pursue 

• Funding Request  

Next Steps 



• 2015 Annual Budget (Unrestricted levy dollars): 
   = $500,000? 
   2 FTE staff? 
 

 

Funding Request 
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Designation does not commit to the spending but reserves the amount for this use.
Intent is to use this to help attract other dollars, and only when we have a match ask for the authority to proceed.
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