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“The ability of a region to compete effectively and 

prosper in the global economy” 

Regional Economic 

Competitiveness
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• Prioritize cost-effective investments 

• Range of locations 

• Support freight transportation 

• Intensify Job Concentrations

• Technical assistance, information, research, and 

analysis

Economic Competitiveness Land Use 

Policy
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• Strengthen the link between local comprehensive 

planning and issues of regional economic 

competitiveness

• Lead and share research with local partners on the 

economy

• Foster/Grow Partnerships

 Local/County Staff

 State Agencies

 GREATER MSP

Economic Competitiveness | 

Approach
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 Guidance for 

communities to 

enhance their plan

 Data and research 

information on 

regional economy

 Plan examples and 

other best 

practices

Local Planning Handbook
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• Core Industry Clusters

• Real Estate Requirements of Core Industry Clusters

• Sites for Economic Growth 

• Freight and Logistics

• Leading Occupations

• Access to Jobs

Research Agenda | 2015
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• Real Estate Preferences 

of Core Industry Clusters

 Site selector survey

 Key person interviews

• Sites for future economic 

growth

 Collaborate with 

local/county partners on 

consistent analysis and 

methodology

 Integration of survey, 

interview findings into 

qualitative tools

Research Agenda | 2015
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Site Selector Survey
• Four broad topical areas:

 Transportation Access

 Real Estate

 Community/Local Services

 Workforce

• SIOR and NAIOP of Metro 

Area*

• Followed up with One-on-One 

Interviews

 Site selection professionals

 Top tier contractors/developers

 Utilities 

 DEED

* SIOR is the Society of Industrial and Office Realtors;

NAIOP is the National Association of Industrial and Office Parks



9

• Core Industry Clusters

 Build on GREATER MSP, 

Humphrey School

 Specific to 7-county region

 Geography of clusters

• Leading Occupations

 Identify occupational 

strengths for key 

industries

 Identify trends in their 

geography

 Identify trends in 

workforce geography

Research Agenda | 2015
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• Ramsey County “Pilot”

 Redevelopment focus

 Saint Paul Area Chamber

 Ramsey County staff

 City of Roseville staff

 City of White Bear Lake staff

• GIS platform

 Consistent criteria

 Local weighting

 Inform local economic 

strategy

 Inform local land use 

guidance

“Sites” Methodology
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• Continue building out resources in the Local Planning 

Handbook

• Ongoing collaboration with local partners

 Ramsey County “Pilot”

 Sites methodology for new development

 LPA Training Program

• Increased focus on workforce and access to jobs

 Local Employment Dynamics

 Commute patterns by industry, income levels, etc.

Areas of Focus | 2016
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• Fact Sheets

 Context and data 

related to regional 

economy

 Start the local 

conversation

• Best Practices/Plan 

Examples

 Catalog of plans, 

success stories to 

inspire next round of 

local plans

Areas of Focus | 2016
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• Cluster Profiles

 7 Core Industry Clusters

 Integration of components of 

2015 Research Agenda

 Regional economic drivers

in local planning process

Understand industry’s 

characteristics

 Identify community’s 

opportunities

Areas of Focus | 2016
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• Mapping/GIS

 Regional geographic 

datasets of local and 

regional economic 

importance

 Freight/Logistics 

Land Use

Workforce  Access to 

Jobs

 Supplement maps and 

geographic data 

developed for Thrive

 Grounded in regional 

competitiveness and 

Core Industry 

Clusters

Areas of Focus | 2016
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• Strengthen the link between local comprehensive 

planning and issues of regional economic 

competitiveness

• Lead and share research with local partners on the 

economy

• Foster/Grow Partnerships

 Local/County Staff

 State Agencies

 GREATER MSP

Economic Competitiveness | 

Approach
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For More Information

http://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Services/Research,-

Info-and-Technical-Assistance.aspx

Ryan Garcia, Local Planning Assistance

651-602-1832

ryan.garcia@metc.state.mn.us

http://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Services/Research,-Info-and-Technical-Assistance.aspx
mailto:ryan.Garcia@metc.state.mn.us



