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Information Item 
 

Community Development Committee 
Meeting date: June 1, 2015 

Subject: Discuss public comments received on the draft amendment to the 2040 Housing Policy Plan 

District(s), Member(s): ALL 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. 473.145 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Libby Starling, Manager of Regional Policy and Research (651-602-1135) 

Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning 

Proposed Action 
None.  Information and discussion only. 

Background 
On March 25, 2015, the Metropolitan Council formally released the draft amendment to the 2040 
Housing Policy Plan for public comment. The public comment period and the public hearing record 
remained open through May 15, 2015. 

During the public comment period, the Council received 33 written submissions including comments 
from: 

• 21 cities, with one comment from a local elected official supplementing a staff comment 
• 5 counties and county organizations, representing four of the region’s seven counties 
• 5 organizations, with one letter on behalf of an additional four organizations 
• 1 resident 

The four individuals who testified at the May 4, 2015 public hearing either submitted written comments 
or posted their testimony on a public website. All of the public comments and written testimony are 
separately posted within the meeting agenda. 

Rationale 
The Community Development Committee will be asked to adopt the revised amendment to the 2040 
Housing Policy Plan at the June 15, 2015 meeting. To meet this timeline, staff would like to use the 
June 1 Community Development Committee meeting to discuss the key themes identified in the public 
comments and to preview the direction of proposed changes to the language of the amendment. 

Staff identified the following key issues and lingering tensions in the public comments: 

• Housing requirements for local comprehensive plans:   
o Balancing local desire for flexibility with the need for consistency and clarity in both 

density expectations and which tools communities choose to use to address their 
housing need 

o How to guide land to meet the allocation of affordable housing need in fully-developed 
communities  

• Allocation of Affordable Housing Need:   
o Revisit whether access to transit should be included in the formula 

for the Allocation of Affordable Housing Need 
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o Address whether some communities have already provided their “fair share” of 
affordable housing 

o How to better distinguish the Allocation of Affordable Housing Need from the negotiation 
of affordable and life-cycle goals for affordable housing production 

• Lack of resources to build new affordable housing: 
o What resources are available to meet the need for affordable housing 
o The  role access to transit should play in the Council’s priorities for affordable housing 

funding 
• Housing Performance Score (HPS): 

o Specific questions about how many points certain elements should receive 
o Need to review the methodology periodically  

• Fair Housing: 
o What opportunities are available for the Housing Policy Plan and the Council to do more 

to support fair housing 
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