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Affordable Housing Production

From M.S. 473.254:

“… a comprehensive 

report card on 

affordable and life-

cycle housing in each 

municipality in the 

metropolitan area. The 

report card must 

include information on 

government, nonprofit, 

and marketplace 

efforts.”



Thresholds of affordability

Rental price thresholds

Efficiency $910

One-bedroom $975

Two-bedroom $1,170

Three-bedroom $1,351

Four-bedroom $1,507

Owner-occupied units at 

or below $185,000

Affordable to households at 60 percent of Area 

Median Income  $51,960 in 2015



Selected for 
funding

Funding 
closes

Construction 
permitted

Occupancy

A note on timelines

Affordable rental

generally counted 

here

Affordable 

homeownership

generally counted 

here
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New affordable units since 2011

Source:  Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey



Trend in housing affordability

Affordable units

Market-rate units
18,000 units

12,000 units

6,000 units

Owner households:  80% AMI

Renter households: 50% AMI

Since 2011:  60% AMI



One in ten new units added in 

2015 was affordable (at 60% AMI)



Only added 

market rate 

housing

Added at least 

one affordable 

unit 

No housing 

added

2015



Only added 

market rate 

housing

Added at least 

one affordable 

unit 

No housing 

added

2011-2015



New units in 2015 by price point

2014

2015



New units of affordable rental 

housing, by year
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• 104 new owner-occupied units in 2015

• Affordable if ≤ $185,000

• All but 10 are single-family detached homes

• Townhomes are not currently a viable path to 

affordability at 60% AMI

Owner-occupied affordable units



Conversion of naturally-

occurring affordable to 

income-restricted

Bump upward in 

affordability at 30% of area 

median income and below

Two trends of note in 2015



Future years:  What to expect

• More money in the 

Consolidated RFP for 

affordable housing will 

mean more affordable 

rental units in 2016

• New construction 

competes with 

rehabilitation and 

preservation for scarce 

dollars

422 
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377 

2013 2014 2015

New units funded through the 
Consolidated RFP

Includes $80 

mllion

statewide of 

Housing 

Infrastructure 

Bonds 



Affordable Housing Production:

For more information

Libby Starling

Manager of Regional Policy and 

Research

libby.starling@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1135

www.metrocouncil.org/data
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