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• American Community Survey data released (9/15)

– A portrait of 2015, based on a sample of 2% of housing units

– Available for geographic areas with at least 65,000 people

• MetroStats released (9/19): “Behind the Curve: Racial 

and Ethnic Disparities in the Twin Cities Metro in 2015”

What’s New
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Key Findings

• Similar story as last year

– Our metro area has some of the highest overall rates of 

employment and homeownership in the country

– Our metro area also has some of the largest disparities by 

race and ethnicity in the country

– Disparities are particularly striking for Black residents 

compared to White residents

• New lessons

– Significant increase in Black employment, but no statistical 

evidence of other 2014-2015 change in indicators

– In some peer regions, income and homeownership for Black, 

Latino, and Asian residents have improved since 2000 more 

than in the MSP metro
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Twin Cities metro

(16-county)

Rank among 25 

largest metro 

areas

Employment rate 78.8% Highest

Poverty rate 9.3% Second lowest

Homeownership rate 68.9% Highest

Overall, we are prosperous

Source:  American Community Survey, 2015 one-year estimates
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Nearly 1/3 

in poverty
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Disparity vs. whites: Rank among 25 largest metro 

areas (1 = largest)

All people 

of color 
Black Latino Asian

American 

Indian

Employment rate 1 (tied) 2 (tied) 4 (tied) 1 1

Poverty 1 1 4 1 2

Homeownership 

rate
1 1 3 2 (tied) 5 (tied)

How big are our disparities?

Source:  American Community Survey, 2015 one-year estimates
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Indicators: Rank among 25 largest metro areas

(1 = most positive)

All people 

of color 
Black Latino Asian

American 

Indian

Employment rate 2 5 2 3 15

Poverty rate 20 24 9 25 9

Homeownership 

rate
23 25 19 18 15

How do our indicators compare?

Source:  American Community Survey, 2015 one-year estimates
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Source:  American Community Survey, 2013, 2014, 2015 one-year estimates
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• How have trends looked in peer regions?

– GREATER MSP peer regions:

– Change, 2000 to 2015

• Caution: Trends indicate change for the overall 

population, not necessarily for individuals!

– Distinct regional histories and demographics can get in the 

way of apples-to-apples comparisons

Peer region comparisons

Atlanta Dallas-Fort Worth Pittsburgh

Austin Denver Portland

Boston MSP San Francisco

Chicago Phoenix Seattle



13

Employment rate, 2000 to 2015
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Poverty rate, 2000 to 2015
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Homeownership %, 2000 to 2015
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• Fall: Examination of our changing 

income distribution and how it 

varies by race/ethnicity
– Based on chart from 

www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/06/upsho

t/up-geo-inequality.html

• December: Update to Areas of 

Concentrated Poverty

• Spring 2017: Analysis of 

disparities by ability/disability 

status

Next steps:  Analysis

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/09/06/upshot/up-geo-inequality.html
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metrocouncil.org/metrostats
Report available at:


