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Information Item 

Community Development Committee 
Meeting date: February 21, 2017 

Subject: Updating Guidelines for Reviewing Changes to the Geography or Staging of the Metropolitan 
Urban Service Area 

District(s), Member(s): ALL 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. § 473.145 and § 473.851 

Staff Prepared/Presented: LisaBeth Barajas, Local Planning Assistance Manager (651-602-1895) 

Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning 

Proposed Action 
None.  

Staff seeks direction updating the guidelines used when reviewing changes to the geography and 

staging of the Metropolitan Urban Service Area to reflect current practice and the policies in Thrive 

MSP 2040 and the 2040 Water Resources Policy Plan.  

Background 
At a policy overview at committee meetings on October 17, 2016, and December 6, 2016, about the 

area in which the Council provides and plans for regional service (i.e. Metropolitan Urban Service Area, 

MUSA), staff indicated the need to update the guidelines used when reviewing changes to the 

geography or staging of the MUSA. The existing MUSA Implementation Guidelines (Attachment 1) 

were last revised in 2007 in preparation for the Council’s review of the 2030 comprehensive plans, due 

in 2008. Updating the guidelines is needed to reflect how the Council will implement the policies in 

Thrive and the 2040 Water Resources Policy Plan. The guidelines outline how the Council will consider 

plan amendment requests for MUSA staging and service expansion from communities already in the 

Metropolitan Urban Service Area and how the Council will consider density in its review of 

comprehensive plan updates. Updating the guidelines will: 

 Reflect the Council’s adoption of Thrive MSP 2040, in which the Council’s methodology for 
calculating density is defined (p. 117); 

 Clarify the density calculation process for communities as they prepare their 2040 
comprehensive plan updates; and 

 Incorporate considerations from the 2040 Water Resources Policy Plan and staff’s experience 
implementing the existing guidelines over the last 9 years. 

Staff have identified the following revision needs: 

 Housekeeping to reflect Thrive MSP 2040 and current practice implementing existing guidelines 

 Consideration for failing subsurface sewage treatment systems (SSTS) 

 Incorporate into density calculations publicly-owned stormwater management facilities that use 
best management practices (BMPs)  

Staff are seeking Committee direction on proposed updates to the guidelines. 

Attachments 
 Attachment A: Revised Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA) 

Implementation Guidelines (November 2007) 
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 Attachment B: DRAFT Metropolitan Urban Service Area Implementation Guidelines – simplified 

 Attachment C: DRAFT Metropolitan Urban Service Area Implementation Guidelines – redlined 
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Attachment A: MUSA Implementation Guidelines 
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Attachment B: DRAFT Metropolitan Urban Service Area Implementation Guidelines – simple 
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Attachment C: DRAFT Metropolitan Urban Service Area Implementation Guidelines – redlined 
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