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Affordable Housing Production
From M.S. 473.254:

“… a comprehensive 
report card on 
affordable and life-
cycle housing in each 
municipality in the 
metropolitan area. The 
report card must 
include information on 
government, nonprofit, 
and marketplace 
efforts.”



Thresholds of affordability

Rental price thresholds
Efficiency $901
One-bedroom $966
Two-bedroom $1,159
Three-bedroom $1,338
Four-bedroom $1,494

Owner-occupied units at 
or below $185,000

Affordable to households at 60% of Area 
Median Income − $51,480 in 2016



Selected for 
funding

Funding 
closes

Construction 
permitted Occupancy

A note on timelines

Affordable rental
generally counted 

here

Affordable 
homeownership
generally counted 

here



Trend in housing affordability

Affordable units

Market-rate units

Owner households: 80% AMI
Renter households: 50% AMI Since 2011: 60% AMI
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Source:  Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey
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One in seven new units added in 
2016 was affordable (at 60% AMI)

Source: Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey



New affordable units since 2011

Source:  Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey

912 983
681 700

1,499 1,619
129 102

173 34

48 105

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Renter 
occupied

Owner 
occupied



New units of affordable rental 
housing, by year

Source:  Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey
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Added at least 
one affordable 
unit 

2011-2016

Added at least 
one affordable 
unit in 2016



Added at least 
one affordable 
unit 

2011-2016

Added at least 
one affordable 
unit in 2016

Minneapolis 2,459
Saint Paul 1,083
Columbia Heights 201
Champlin 186
Forest Lake 185
Prior Lake 171
West St. Paul 171
Crystal 140
Chaska 133
Eagan 125
Ramsey 119
Farmington 101
Maple Grove 101
Minnetonka 101



Loss of naturally-occurring 
affordable housing 

Significant growth in 
affordable rental for seniors

Two trends of note in 2016



148

212

899

2014
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Senior housing (55+)
Not age-restricted

Senior housing more than half 
of all affordable units



More units in 2016 affordable to 
51-60% area median income:

2014
9,300 units 

added

2015
11,400 units 

added

2016
12,200 units 

added

Up to 
30% AMI

31 to 
50% AMI

51 to 
60% AMI

61 to 
80% AMI

81% + 
AMI

Affordable units

Source: Metropolitan Council Affordable Housing Production Survey

23% of 
affordable

46% of 
affordable

78% of 
affordable



Affordable Housing Production:
For more information

Libby Starling
Deputy Director of Community 
Development / Director of 
Regional Planning
libby.starling@metc.state.mn.us
651-602-1135
www.metrocouncil.org/data

mailto:libby.starling@metc.state.mn.us
http://www.metrocouncil.org/data
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