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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Chair, Council members. 
My Name is Raya Esmaeili, senior planner in Local Planning Assistance and this afternoon I will be presenting you with a brief report on the 2016 Plat Monitoring Program. 
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How data and policy relate

Updates
(every decade)

Land Use Inventory:
Existing land uses

Building permits:
New development by year

Agricultural
Preserves:  What 

won’t develop

Plat Monitoring:  
What will develop

Comprehensive Plans:
Guiding / planning future land use

Amendments
(interim changes)
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• Start of the Program with 12 volunteer communities
• Objectives

Background

 Measuring Council policy 
success

 Sewered residential 
developments

 Assessing the availability 
of land supply

 Overall net density of 
development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Plat Monitoring Program started in 2001 with plat data from 12 volunteer communities who reported on their plats from year 2000.

The program was established with input from the Association of Metropolitan Municipalities and the Builders Association of the Twin Cities. 

The purpose of the program is to monitor residential development, including the number of units and acres platted, mix of single-family and multi-family housing, land consumption and average residential density. It will give the Council the ability to assess the available land supply in participating communities and monitor the density of new development for comparison with Council’s policy, which is a minimum average of 3 units per net developable acre. 

Participating communities are asked annually to submit information about their approved residential plats (which are basically land subdivisions) from the previous year with a copy of the plat. Based on this information, the net acreage of development is calculated through taking out the undevelopable land (which includes natural water bodies and wetlands, public parks and open space, arterial right of way, and land set aside for future development) and this data leads to measuring the net density of development. 

The results of this program are not only used for monitoring purposes, but communities also receive credit for higher density plats, which gives them flexibility in development density for responding to the market, when plating low density residentials. 

Plat monitoring program is a crucial implementation tool in reviewing comprehensive plan amendments, as well as sewer extension permit applications in lower than 3 units/acre developments. That is how the credit will help the participating communities with the permit application or CPA approval. And therefore they are encouraged to report as far back as 2000, regardless of the year they joined they program. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently there are 45 communities who participate in the annual plat monitoring program; including the first 12 volunteer communities: Blaine, Chanhassen, Eden Prairie, Hugo, Inver Grove Heights, Lakeville, Maple Grove, Ramsey, Savage, Shakopee, Waconia, and Woodbury. The participating communities’ designations in Thrive MSP 2040 include Suburban Edge, Emerging Suburban Edge, and Rural Center. 
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In this chart 
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Findings: Local Plans Consistency
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Findings: Overall Density
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Findings: Land Utilization
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Questions?
Raya Esmaeili
Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance
Raya.Esmaeili@metc.state.mn.us
651-602-1616

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With that, I’d be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

mailto:Raya.Esmaeili@metc.state.mn.us
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