
Community Development Committee

Why Regional Park Master Plans Matter

April 16, 2018



2

• Required by Minnesota Statute 473.313
• Set high-level, “40,000 foot” view of a regional park or trail

– Defines park or trail administrative boundary – the land to be acquired
– Defines future development and eligible activities

• Council’s Role: 
– Set policy through development of Regional Parks Policy Plan
– Approve master plans consistent with Council policies
– Provide grants for acquisitions and park development in projects consistent 

with a Council-approved master plan

Why Regional Park Master Plans Matter
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• Includes park implementing agency’s estimate of costs
• Not done on a regular schedule – many plans are 10 and 20 years old, or 

older!
– Expensive and staff intensive

• Requires public engagement, inviting residents, other governments, and 
organizations to participate in visioning and plan development

• Master Plan review offers the Council an opportunity to influence future 
direction at park or system level

Why Regional Park Master Plans Matter
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Regional Parks System Plan Map

Ridgway Parkway 
Regional Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at the system map, the Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail is located in Northeast Minneapolis, near the intersection of Stinson Parkway and New Brighton Boulevard. The 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan also includes a regional trail search corridor that travels through northeast and southeast Minneapolis, known as the Grand Rounds Missing Link. The MPRB is preparing a master plan for the Grand Rounds Missing Link Regional Trail and anticipates submitting the master plan to the Council for review and approval later in 2018 or in 2019.
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Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
However, the MPRB has an opportunity to partner with MnDOT and the City of Minneapolis on a project that will begin this July. In order to be eligible for regional parks funding, the regional trail segment must be part of a Council-approved master plan. The I-35W construction project will begin prior to approval of the Grand Rounds Missing Link Regional Trail Master Plan. Since the trail segment travels between Ridgway Parkway and Industrial Boulevard, Council staff recommended that the MPRB amend the master plan for Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail to include the new trail segment. Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail is located between Stinson Parkway and St. Anthony Parkway in northeast Minneapolis. The Council approved the master plan for Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail in 2014. 
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Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail Alignment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MnDOT is making improvements along Interstate 35W from 4th Street SE in Minneapolis to County Road C in Roseville and is repaving freeway ramps. The City and MPRB have entered into a cost-sharing agreement with MnDOT, expanding the project to include a regional trail segment, replacing the traffic signals at the ramps, and adding sidewalks, which has resulted in significant cost savings and improves pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity.The Ridgway Parkway Master Plan proposed amendment takes advantage of these proposed intersection improvements and allows for an economical and strategic connection to Minneapolis’ parkway system and the Grands Rounds, to provide a continuous parkway and trail system that connects across Minneapolis.
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Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail – Funding

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a more detailed view of the segment and related improvements indicating funding splits.
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Estimated Implementation Costs
Description Estimated Cost

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board $100,000

City of Minneapolis $465,000

TOTAL PROJECT COST $565,000

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The cost to implement the Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail Amendment is estimated to be approximately $565,000.The estimated development costs for the elements related to the total highway infrastructure project are $17.3 million.
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• The proposed amendment:
– is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
– is consistent with Planning Strategy 1, and other Council policies

Proposed Findings
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• That the Metropolitan Council approve the Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail 
Master Plan Amendment

Proposed Action

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given that the Ridgway Parkway Trail Master Plan Amendment is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan and other Council policies, the staff recommendations before you is:That the Metropolitan Council:Approve the Ridgway Parkway Regional Trail Master Plan Amendment.Additionally, Adam Arvidson from the MPRB is in the audience to help answer questions if necessary.  Thank you.
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