
Dakota County
2018-36

Community Development Committee 
February 20, 2018

Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail 
Master Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon Mr. Chair and Committee Members.

Dakota County has submitted a master plan for the Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail.�




Regional Parks System Plan Map
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Looking at the system map, the Rich Valley Greenway is circled in blue and is located in the cities of Eagan and Inver Grove Heights in Dakota County.  The east-west regional trail corridor will travel 5.29 miles.





Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail
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Here is a more detailed view of the Regional Trail alignment.  

When the trail is complete, it will travel from Lebanon Hills Regional Park and an intersection with the Mendota-Lebanon Hills Greenway Regional Trail in Eagan west to the Mississippi River Regional Trail in Inver Grove Heights.

The regional trail will utilizes utility corridors, existing local trails, abandoned roadways, and areas of undeveloped land to create an off-road greenway corridor with an abundance of natural amenities.

The master plan also includes the development of grade separate crossings at Robert Trail South and Rich Valley Boulevard and an existing underpass of Highway 52.

A new trailhead will be developed in Rich Valley Park, a local park in Inver Grove Heights.  Because the trailhead will serve the regional trail and the local park, a cost sharing approach must be developed by Dakota County and the City of Inver Grove Heights.

There are also two alternative trail alignments included in the master plan and indicated by the orange dashed lines on the map. These alignments would be used if the County has trouble securing all of the needed land and grade separated crossings in the preferred alignment.  The master plan did not include costs for these segments.  If the alternative alignments are needed, Dakota County must submit estimated costs to the Council prior to seeking regional parks funding.  Also, the Council will not provide regional parks funding for duplicate trail alignments.
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Description Estimated Costs
Land Acquisition $2,532,816
Development $6,295,000

$8,827,816

Estimated Implementation Costs
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The cost to implement the Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail Master Plan will be approximately $8.8 million.

The estimated amount that will be needed for land acquisition is approximately $2.5 million

The estimated development costs for the project are $6.3 million
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That the Metropolitan Council:
• Approve the Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail 

Master Plan.
• Require Dakota County to submit cost sharing 

approach with Inver Grove Heights for Rich Valley 
Park Trailhead.

• Inform Dakota County that costs for alternative 
alignments must be submit to the Council for 
review.

Proposed Action:
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Presentation Notes
Given that the Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail Master Plan is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan and other Council policies, the staff recommendations before you are…

That the Metropolitan Council:
Approve the Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail Master Plan.

Require Dakota County to submit a cost sharing approach with the City of Inver Grove Heights for the development of the trailhead in Rich Valley Park prior to seeking regional parks funding for the project.

Inform Dakota County that if alternative trail alignments are chosen, the county must submit estimated acquisition and development costs to the Council prior to seeking regional parks funding.  The Council will not provide regional parks funding for duplicate trail alignments.

Additionally, John Mertens from Dakota County is in the audience to help answer questions if necessary.  And that concludes my presentation.



	Rich Valley Greenway Regional Trail �Master Plan
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Estimated Implementation Costs
	Proposed Action:

