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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board requests that the Council approve a grant for $1,000,000 to reimburse them for the construction costs of Webber Pool, a natural filtration swimming pool, bath house, and site improvements,The Park Board’s request, dated November 9th, is attached. 
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North Mississippi 
Regional Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Mississippi Regional Park is part of the regional park system identified in the Council’s 2040 Parks Policy Plan. It is located on the Mississippi River and extends from the Camden Bridge area in north Minneapolis to the I-694 bridge in Brooklyn Center.  Webber Pool is located within North Mississippi Regional Park in Minneapolis.The graphic (left) shows the Council-approved master plan boundary for North Mississippi Regional Park.  The inset on the right shows the location of Webber Park in proximity to the regional park. (Between Freemont Ave No & Lyndale Ave No. Regional Park is owned and operated jointly by Minneapolis Park and Rec Board and Three Rivers Park District. Of the approximately 94 acres within the regional park boundary, the Park Board owns and operates 67 acres and Three Rivers Park District owns and operates 27 acres north of the City limits in Brooklyn Center. 



Webber Natural Filtration Swimming Pool 
North Mississippi Regional Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2013 the Legislature (ML 2013, Ch 114, Article 4) included Webber Park and that part of Shingle Creek that flows through Webber Park, within the regional park boundary.  Following the Legislative action, Minneapolis Park and Rec Board submitted a park master plan amendment to include Webber Park in the park  boundary. With the Council’s action on the master plan amendment, the Council approved the Park Board’s request to “consider reimbursing the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board up to $1,000,000 from the North Mississippi Regional Park Fund account for the construction of a natural filtration swimming pool, bathhouse and site improvements at North Mississippi Regional Park, when that amount of interest has been earned on the Council’s park bonds in accordance with State law”.With the 2013 master plan amendment, the Park Board requested a $1.2M dollar development grant, and future reimbursement consideration of $1 million from the North Mississippi Regional Park fund, to reimburse the construction costs of Webber Pool, bath house, and site improvements.The full Council approved the master plan amendment, development grant and the $1million future reimbursement consideration on July 13, 2013. 



Rationale for Grant Approval
1. Consistent with Parks Policy Plan Finance Strategy 6
2. North Mississippi Regional Park Fund created in 1985; ended  

January 1, 2017 
3. Comprised of interest earnings on Metropolitan Council park 

bonds
4. Fund balance sufficient to finance requested $1 M grant
5. Amended to direct funds for use and betterment of all Regional 

Recreation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Park Board’s reimbursement request is consistent with Parks Policy Plan Finance Strategy 6 – states “the Council may reimburse regional park implementing agencies for the costs of development projects undertaken before they can be financed through the Metropolitan Regional Parks Capital Improvement Program.” The grant request is also consistent with the Council’s action in business item 2013-205, authorizing the reimbursement consideration.The Fund was created by the legislature in 1985 to acquire and develop North Mississippi Regional Park;Comprised of interest earnings on Metropolitan Council park bonds; Fund balance sufficient to finance requested $1 M grant;2015 amendment direct the Council to use interest earnings to fund the use and betterment of all regional recreation and open space lands under the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan Council effective Jan 1 2018;…To date, the Council has authorized Approx $15,550,000 in grants from this fund from 1985 through 2013;…Council Finance will determine the Interest earnings balance through 2017 year-end sometime in February 2018.  …Finally, the 2040 Regional Parks Plan update will address how the future interest earnings will be spent. 



Recommendations
1.Approve a grant in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to 

reimburse Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for 
construction costs for the Webber Pool project;

2.Authorize the Community Development Director to 
execute the grant agreement on behalf of the Council.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That the Metropolitan Council approve a grant in the amount of $1,000,000.00 to reimburse the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board for construction of a natural filtration swimming pool, bathhouse and site improvements at North Mississippi Regional Park. The grant will be funded from the North Mississippi Regional Park Fund account.Authorize the Community Development Director to execute the grant agreement on behalf of the Council.
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