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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon Chair and Committee members. 

Today, I’ll be presenting on the City of Cottage Grove’s Harkness Avenue Small Area Plan Comprehensive Plan Amendment.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in Figure 1 of the staff report, Thrive MSP 2040 gives the City of Cottage Grove a Community Designation of Suburban Edge. The area affected by the amendment is shown in red, representing the location of the Harkness Avenue Small Area Plan.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in Figure 2 of your staff report, this map shows Regional Systems in relation to the amendment site. As seen on the map, there is proposed Bus Rapid Transit located to the south of Amendment area. The ½ mile station area of the proposed 80th Street Station is just shy of the southernmost portion of the Amendment area. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition, the existing 55 acre Amendment site is heavily wooded at about 90% and does include steep slopes.
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• Reguides 55 acres from Low Density Residential to Medium Density Residential 
and High Density Residential.
– 21 acres for Medium Density Residential 
– 34 acres for High Density Residential.

• Concept for potentially 543 new residential units
• Incorporates the Harkness Avenue Small Area Plan.

Amendment Details

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the Amendment is to incorporate the Harkness Avenue Small Area Plan into the Comprehensive Plan. The concept development proposal reguides 55 acres from LDR to MDR and HDR, 21 acres and 34 acres respectively. This concept development could have the potential for 543 new residential units.
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Existing & Proposed Planned Land Use
Existing Proposed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in Figure 3 of your staff report, the amendment would reguide the 55 acres from LDR to MDR and HDR. Figure 4 of your staff report highlights phases 1 and 2 of the concept plan showing the configuration of the residential units.
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That the proposed amendment:
• Conforms to regional system plans
• Is consistent with Council policies, except for Natural Resources
• Is compatible with the plans of adjacent and affected jurisdictions

Findings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff find that the proposed amendment:
Conforms to regional system plans
Is consistent with Council policies
Is compatible with the plans of adjacent and affected jurisdictions
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That the Metropolitan Council:

1. Adopt the attached Review Record and allow the City of Cottage Grove to place the 
Harkness Avenue Small Area Plan Comprehensive Plan Amendment into effect.

2. Find that the amendment does not change the City’s forecasts.
3. Encourage the City to consider alternative methods of development and stormwater

management to preserve as much of the existing natural resources in the amendment 
site as possible. 

4. Advise the City to implement the advisory comments in the Review Record for 
Transportation and Housing.

Proposed Action
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