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Proposed Action:
• That the Metropolitan Council approve the 2018 Annual 

Livable Communities Fund Distribution Plan

2018 Annual Livable Communities Fund 
Distribution Plan
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• Increased communication with Community Development 
Committee through information presentations

• Conversations with Metro Cities

2018 Annual Livable Communities Fund 
Distribution Plan Process
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Livable Communities Demonstration Account (LCDA) 
funding levels:
$4 million in account balance to be added to available funding:

• Regular LCDA
• Statutory amount - $7.5 million – Added amount - $2 million
• 2018 total -$9.5 million

• LCDA Transit Oriented Development (TOD)
• Historical amount - $5 million – Added amount - $2 million
• 2018 total -$7 million

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:
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Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:

Past Funding Levels: Additional 2018 Funding: Total 2018 Funding:
Livable Communities 
Demonstration Account --
Regular program

$7.5 million $2 million $9.5 million

Livable Communities 
Demonstration Account –
TOD program

$5 million $2 million $7 million

Livable Communities Demonstration Account (LCDA):
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LCDA Pre-development grants:
• LCDA TOD Pre-development grants, amount offered $250,000 (previously 

$500,000)
• In 2018, Pre-development grants will now also be offered under the regular 

LCDA program, also at the $250,000 funding level

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:
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LCDA TOD and Regular LCDA application deadlines:
• Later deadlines, and staggered, with the timeline shortened by one month for 

TOD, and two months for the regular LCDA
• LCDA TOD deadline: July 12 (previously July 1)
• Regular LCDA deadline: August 9 (previously July 1)

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:
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Clarification of Regular LCDA scoring criteria:
• Language in the regular LCDA Step One scoring criteria category of Orderly 

and Efficient Land Use has been clarified to better indicate how that category is 
scored. 
• The previous language had been interpreted to suggest that communities 

with little or no transit were at a disadvantage

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:



9

Local Housing Incentives Account (LHIA):
• $1 million in interest and investment earnings in the Livable Communities 

Account to be used to increase the amount of funding available to award:
• Statutory amount - $1.5 million – Added amount - $1 million 
• 2018 Total - $2.5 million

• Eliminate the current homeownership award limit (half the difference between 
the purchase price and the unit hard costs) for projects with a 15-year 
affordability term, but still keep the limit for projects without an affordability term

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:
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Tax Base Revitalization Account (TBRA):
• The TBRA-TOD category is eliminated and the $2 million previously offered in 

that category is shifted to the regular TBRA grant cycles:
• Statutory amount - $5 million – Added amount - $2 million
• 2018 Total - $7 million ($3.5 million for each grant cycle, spring and fall)

• The additional funding will also allow an increase in the amount of TBRA site 
investigation awards from the current $250,000 to $400,000, still at the 
$50,000 limit per award

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:
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Updated LCDA TOD Eligible Areas Criteria:
• LCDA-TOD Pre-development – Light Rail and Bus Rapid Transit lines that have 

entered environmental review
• The planned Gold Line will be eligible to apply for LCDA TOD Pre-development 

funding
• LCDA-TOD Development – Light Rail and Bus Rapid Transit lines that have 

completed environmental review

Livable Communities Act Changes for 2018:



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two expanded express bus stations (Parkway station in Maple Grove and Highway 610 and Noble Parkway in Brooklyn Park) now meet the original criteria for eligibility for LCD-TOD Development grants
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• Expand Pre-Development grants to allow small area planning 
grants?

• Funding Limits for Livable Communities Demonstration Account 
TOD (LCDA TOD)?

• Land acquisition limits? 
• More outreach is needed:
• Joint Metro Cities/Council participating communities workshops
• More guidance content on the Council’s web site

Livable Communities – Examples of Issues for 
Future Examination
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LCDA Grant Highlights

Artspace Hastings 
River Lofts, Hastings

Commons @ Penn, Minneapolis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Artspace Hastings River Lofts:
Artspace Hastings River Lofts is a former industrial site located in Downtown Hastings which features 37 affordable live/work units for artists and their families, 2,200 square feet of ground-floor retail space, a 1,400-square-foot gallery, and 2,960 square feet of community green space. A regional trail connection, art wall feature, art patio, bike racks, and stage for performance connects the project to downtown and the riverfront, and encourage further development around a site that has been substantially underutilized as a vacant parking lot for more than 30 years. 

Commons @ Penn:
The Commons at Penn is a mixed-use apartment building in North Minneapolis. With 47-units of affordable multi-family apartments and 4,500 square feet of commercial space, currently hosting Wirth Cooperative Grocery, the project provides housing, goods and services to a Racially Concentrated Area of Poverty. The lead member of the development team, Devean George, has a unique history with the neighborhood having grown up in the immediate area. The project also hosts Building Blocks, a non-profit organization organized by George. Building Blocks seeks to affect communities, families and youth through mentoring, community engagement and housing development. 
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LHIA Grant Highlights

66 West, Edina Clare Terrace, 
Robbinsdale

Presenter
Presentation Notes
66 West: 
66 West is the adaptive reuse of a former bank building and the new construction of 39 affordable units for homeless youth in the City of Edina. Partnered with Beacon Interfaith Housing, the City provides high quality, permanent housing with intensive services for 39 young adults, ages 18-24, who are experiencing homelessness. The location of the development including its access to jobs and educational opportunities through transit are key to this development. Before 66 West, housing options for homeless youth in the western suburbs were non existent; it is estimated that there are 250-300 young people homeless in the western suburbs on any given night, illustrating a need for this project. 

Clare Terrace:
This project is a 36-unit supportive housing development for people living with HIV/AIDS. The building includes studio apartments plus community space. The project is being developed by Clare Housing, a local non-profit with a successful track record of developing permanent supportive housing and providing services for persons living with HIV/AIDS. At least seven of the units will serve persons experiencing long-term homelessness. 
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TBRA Grant Awards

Surly Brewing, 
Minneapolis

Gallery Flats, Hopkins

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Surly Brewing:
After maximizing brewing capacity at their Brooklyn Center facility, Surly expanded production to create a destination brewery with (i) production, packaging, warehousing, cold storage, shipping/receiving, and administrative space; (ii) retail sales and entertainment space including beer hall, restaurant, and event center; and (iii) related site improvements including recreation and festival gardens as well as off-street parking. Set on an 8.3- acre brownfield site on the borders of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, this tourist destination offers easy access to public transportation, the University of Minnesota and freeways. 

Gallery Flats:
The 163-unit Gallery Flats apartments are located along 8th Avenue in Hopkins. Eighth Avenue is an important quarter-mile link between Mainstreet and the future Downtown Hopkins station on the METRO Green Line Extension. The project introduced market rate rental units along 8th Avenue, with the possibility of converting ground floor residential space to commercial uses. The corridor along 8th Avenue is branded as “The Artery”, which reflects plans to incorporate public art along the street. Gallery Flats provides urban-style living in a historic suburban downtown, where residents are within walking distance of local shopping, transit, recreation, and entertainment. 
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TOD Grant Highlights

Mill City Quarter, Minneapolis Vandalia Tower, Saint Paul

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mill City Quarter: 
Located at the northeast corner of South Second Street and Third Avenue South, Mill City Quarter is a 250-unit senior-friendly affordable apartment complex, whose property features the city’s first “woonerf,” a pedestrian-friendly shared street. In the downtown core in a wide mix of services and price points, units range from independent living to supportive, assisted, and memory care. The project consists of two buildings separated by a historic rail spur corridor that includes raingardens, small plazas, and connections to bike and pedestrian trails along the Mississippi River. Mill City Quarter is also within walking distance of two LRT platforms and a high frequency bus line. 

Vandalia Tower:
The 5.5-acre Vandalia Tower redevelopment includes the restoration of seven vacant factory buildings into retail, office, artist studio and small manufacturing space. An iconic 100-foot tall water tower known as Vandalia Tower serves as a visual anchor for the site. The Metropolitan Council Livable Communities program provided support for this project. The developer, First and First, has secured tenants that include woodworkers, artists, yoga studios, brewers, mechanical engineers, film makers, and marketing firms. The tenant mix is consistent with the area’s Creative Enterprise Zone brand and vision “to be a recognized center of creativity and enterprise, a place where people make a living by their creative capacities.” 
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Proposed Action:
• That the Metropolitan Council approve the 2018 Annual 

Livable Communities Fund Distribution Plan

2018 Annual Livable Communities Fund 
Distribution Plan
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