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Regional Parks System Plan Map
Rice Creek Chain of 
Lakes Regional Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at the system map, the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes park reserve is located in the Cities of Centerville, Lino Lakes, and Columbus in Southeast Anoka County. The 5,300-acre Park Reserve is one of the largest in the seven-county metropolitan area and contains some of the most significant native wildlife habitat and water resources in the region. It is also rich in cultural resources with several known significant archaeological sites within its boundary. 
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Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve Master Plan
• Wargo Nature Center
• Chomonix Golf Course
• Rice Creek Campground
• Centerville Lake Beach
• Regional trail connections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The park reserve offers a wide variety of amenities, including the Wargo Nature Center, Chomonix Golf Course, Rice Creek Campground, and Centerville Lake Beach. The park reserve also connects to the Central Anoka County and Bunker-Chain of Lakes Regional Trails. The original master plan was developed in 1975 and revised in 1999. In 2003, 2012, and 2013, the master plan was amended to adjust the boundaries of the park reserve to what exists today..
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Development Concept
• Wargo Nature Center Master Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
With this amendment, the County proposes to include all projects outlined in the Wargo Nature Center Master Plan from March 2015 into the park’s overall master plan. These projects include:
Additions and improvements to interpretive elements on the grounds,
Improvements to the Nature Center Building,
Additional programming around “essential experiences” like access to water, birding and tree houses, and
Enhancing the play area.
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Development Concept
• Infrastructure improvements

– Maintenance Facility
– Compost Facility
– Fishing Pier
– Interpretive materials
– Trails

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The other proposed projects for the park reserve include:
Improve the Peltier Lake fishing access
Add alternative camping accommodations to the campground
Stormwater management improvements to address drainage issues within the campground
Add a self-service canoe/kayak rental program and establish an access point at the campground for easy water access to and from Wargo Nature Center
Create an interpretive area for cultural resources
Add another fishing access/pier on Centerville Lake
Create additional multi-use trails and connections to local neighborhoods
Move the existing compost site out of the park, but allow the ingress road to remain within the park reserve boundary
Continuing improving maintenance facilities in the park to optimize operating efficiencies.





6

Estimated Implementation Costs
Conceptual Development Costs Summary
Wargo Nature Center 
Improvements

$7,000,000

Maintenance Facility 
Improvements

$1,950,000

Park Improvements $1,775,000
TOTAL $10,725,0000

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The total development cost for the projects outlined in this Master Plan Amendment are approximately $10.7

They include $7 million in improvements at the Wargo Nature Center, nearly 2 million in maintenance facility improvements and 1.8 million in general park improvements including digital monitors to update marketing strategies within the park.
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Proposed Findings
• The proposed master plan:

– is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 
Regional Parks Policy Plan; and

– is consistent with Planning Strategy 1, and other 
Council policies.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the master plan is consistent with the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan.
Staff recommends that the Council:
Approve the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve Master Plan
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• Approve the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes 
Park Reserve Master Plan

Proposed Action

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the master plan is consistent with the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan.
Staff recommends that the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission:
Approve the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve Master Plan
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