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Regional Parks System Plan Map

Lake Byllesby 
Regional Park

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking at the system map, Lake Byllesby Regional Park is located on the southern border of Dakota County, adjacent to Lake Byllesby, a 1,300 acre reservoir of the Cannon River.
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Lake Byllesby Regional Park Context

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The park, established in 1970, is 620 acres along the north side of Lake Byllesby and the Cannon River. It is divided into an East Park and a West Park. 
The eastern portion contains 254 acres and has been developed for recreation.
Goodhue County, to the south, also has a Byllesby Park. This master plan was developed in coordination with Goodhue County.
The west side has 366 acres, much of which is undeveloped. 
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Boundaries and Acquisition

Boundary Changes Acres
Existing Inholdings 151.59
New Inholdings 94.27
Removals 14.9
Net Gain 79.37

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the 620 acres, 455 acres are withholdings that are privately owned land within the official park boundary. 
The total estimated market value of all inholdings (current and new) is $3,710,200. This reflects the cost of entire parcels, even when the recommendation would be to only acquire a portion of a parcel. 
The Plan identifies several boundary adjustments, including 14.9 acres of removals, and 94.27 acres of new inholdings for a net gain of just over 79 acres.
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Development Concepts
• Long-term concept plan for full recreation development
• Near-term (within 10 years) priority plans
• Organized into to separate plan components and related graphics for East and 

West Park facilities
• Plan was coordinated with Goodhue County and Goodhue County components 

are included in graphics as appropriate in the east side graphics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The development concept for Lake Byllesby Regional Park focuses on improvements prioritized for the next 10 years within the framework of the long-term vision for the park. The long-term concept plan shows the park at full recreation development. 
The 10-year priorities graphic shows improvements that are reasonably expected to be accomplished during the life of this master plan document, based on historic funding levels. 

The long-term concept for the east side of Byllesby Park includes approximately 140 acres of developed park land (including the campground, picnic areas, biking skills course, beach, and Cannon River area) and nearly 95 acres of natural, passive park land with trails and restoration. 
Major improvements include the addition of camping and overnight options, indoor recreation space and basic visitor services, expanded water play opportunities, formal picnic spaces and shelters, and access to the Cannon River.
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10-year Development Concept – East

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 10-year development concepts are more detailed by use and include improvements and rehabilitation such as:
Splash pads
Volleyball courts
Expanded parking
Lakeside cottages
Camping facilities
Fishing and boating amenities
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• Restoration:
– Shoreline 
– Echo Channel
– Dry oak savanna

• Campground native 
plantings

• Cannon river 
resource 
management

Natural Resources - East

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Lake Byllesby Regional Park Natural Resources Master Plan (NRMP) was developed in tandem with this master plan and includes detailed descriptions of natural resources existing conditions, desired improvements, and action items. The Plan identifies significant areas for restoration in both the East and West Park.

On this map, you can see that the areas marked with a black hatching are in the 10-year development plan. In the next 10 years, the County will focus on restoration along the shoreline, echo channel, and the dry oak savanna in the north.
They will also be incorporating native plantings around the campground area and managing the natural resources along the Cannon River.
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10-year Development Concept – West

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Near-term (10-year) improvements are detailed by use in the plan but tend to be geared to basic access such as:
park signage
parking areas
picnic areas
Toilet and comfort amenities
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• Prairies restoration 
in current agricultural 
areas

• Invasive species 
removal
– Floodplain forest
– Existing prairie

• Chub Creek Channel 
restoration

Natural Resources - West

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The west side has many areas in current agricultural use, and the County intends this section to be less developed than the east as I had noted earlier. 

The primary activities will be focused on prairie restoration of the agricultural areas, channel restoration, and removal of invasive species.
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Description Estimated Cost

East Byllesby 10-year estimate $8,919,300

West Byllesby 10-year estimate $2,070,250

Total long-term additions $23,086,050

TOTAL ESTIMATED PROJECT COST $34,075,600

Estimated Implementation Costs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 10-year total cost estimate for East Byllesby and West Byllesby are respectively $8,919,300 and $2,070,250, for a total of $10,989,550. 
The County estimates that the long-term plan (that is, beyond 10 years) actions will cost $19,190,600 for East Byllesby and $3,895,450 for West Byllesby. 
These totals include the cost of actions, 10% contingency, and 20% engineering and design, reflecting 2017 pricing.
The master plan contains a detailed description and cost break-down of each of the elements within the 10-year development plan that I just walked through.
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The proposed master plan:
• is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 

Regional Parks Policy Plan
• is consistent with Planning Strategy 1, and other 

Council policies. 

Proposed Findings
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• Approve the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master 
Plan.

• Approve master plan boundary adjustments to 
reflect the removal of three parcels and the 
addition of four parcels as shown in Figures 1 and 
2.

• Require that Dakota County submit estimated 
land acquisition costs that were not quantified in 
this master plan as an amendment to the master 
plan for Metropolitan Council review and approval 
prior to seeking grants for acquisition of applicable 
parcels.

Proposed Action

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Given that the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan is consistent with the requirements of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan and other Council policies, the staff recommendations before you is:

That the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission:
Approve the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan.
Approve master plan boundary adjustments to reflect the removal of three parcels and the addition of four parcels as shown in Figures 1 and 2.
Require that Dakota County submit estimated land acquisition costs that were not quantified in this master plan as an amendment to the master plan for Metropolitan Council review and approval prior to seeking grants for acquisition of applicable parcels.
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