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From Minn. Stat § 473.254:

“… a comprehensive report card on 

affordable and life-cycle housing in 

each municipality in the metropolitan 

area. The report card must include 

information on government, nonprofit, 

and marketplace efforts.”

Affordable Housing Production
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Overall housing policy priority: 

“Create housing options that give people in all life 

stages and of all economic means viable choices 

for safe, stable and affordable homes.” 

Housing Policy Plan
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The region’s housing affordability story 

• More than one in four (28.4%) of the 

region’s households were housing 

cost burdened in 2017.

• Largest racial disparities in 

homeownership rates between white 

households and households of color.



Measuring affordability: household incomes

Source:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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Since 2011, the Council 

uses the term “affordable” 

to describe housing units 

that low-income 

households could pay for 

with up to 30% of their 

monthly income. Low-

income households are 

those with incomes up to 

60% AMI.
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Measuring affordability: housing costs

Rental units

Efficiency $949

One-bedroom $1,017

Two-bedroom $1,220

Three-bedroom $1,410

Four-bedroom $1,573

Owner-occupied units 

Priced at or below $181,800. 

What can households with incomes at 60% AMI afford? 

Source:  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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Low-income households live across the region

Share of households 

with incomes up to

60% AMI in 2017

4.9% to 19.9%

20% to 34.9%

35% and above

• In 2017, 350,000 (27.7%) 

of the region’s 

households had incomes 

at/below 60% AMI. 

• Just under 142,000 

households had incomes 

at/below 30% AMI in 

2017.  

Source: Metropolitan Council’s 

Housing Affordability Estimates, 

2017. 
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Source: Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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Affordable production versus projected need
NEED based on projected household 

growth 
By Thrive Community Designations

52,570 

8,981 

2011-2020
Regional
NEED for
affordable

units

Affordable
units added
since 2011

Rural Service Area

Suburban Edge & Emerging
Suburban Edge

Suburban

Urban Center & Urban
50% NEED

fulfilled

12%

7%

6%

Source:  Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey; 

Metropolitan Council, 2011-2020 Allocation of Affordable Need.
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Affordable housing production in 2017 

Top producers of 

affordable units in 2017 

Saint Paul (575 units) 

Minneapolis (241) 

Spring Lake Park (194) 

Apple Valley (190)

Brooklyn Center (158)

Columbia Heights (148) 

Source: Metropolitan 

Council’s Affordable Housing 

Production Survey. 

10 or fewer affordable 

units added

Added more than 10 

affordable units
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Affordable housing production since 2011

10 or fewer affordable 

units added

Added more than 10 

affordable units

10 or fewer affordable 

units added

Added more than 10 

affordable units

Mixed-income policy

Top producers of 

affordable units since 

2011

Minneapolis (2,837 units) 

Saint Paul (1,881) 

Columbia Heights (355) 

Prior Lake (240)

Cottage Grove (213)

Source: Metropolitan 

Council’s Affordable Housing 

Production Survey. 
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Strategy: Support mixed-income housing
Housing Policy Plan

• “Provide local governments with 

data, research, and best practices 

on the development of mixed-

income housing and related 

strategies.” (p.124)

What we’re doing

• 2019 Update to the Mixed Income 

Housing Feasibility Calculator

• Continued monitoring and technical 

assistance in support of mixed 

income policies throughout the 

region
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1,731 affordable units added in 2017
Multifamily remains 

the predominant 

housing type. 

Most affordable 

units are priced at 

51-60% AMI.

23%

77%

A third of affordable 

units are age-

restricted (age 55+)..

Source:  Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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Affordable housing production since 2014

Source: Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.

units at 60% AMI

units at 50% AMI

units at 30% AMI164

231

1,336

0

500

1,000

1,500



16

1,731 affordable units added in 2017
Multifamily remains 

the predominant 

housing type. 

Most affordable 

units are priced at 

51-60% AMI.

23%

77%

A third of affordable 

units are age-

restricted (age 55+)..

Source:  Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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Affordable housing production by unit type

Source: Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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Strategy: Affordable homeownership
Housing Policy Plan

• “Participate in regional efforts…to 

promote sustainable 

homeownership.” (p.47)

• “Provide technical assistance to 

communities desiring support 

identifying and understanding 

available tools to meet…affordable 

housing needs.” (p. 114)

What we’re doing

• Upcoming Council-hosted workshop 

(Feb. 28) that will highlight 

underutilized affordable 

homeownership models in the region
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Affordable housing production by unit type

Source: Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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7,949

-9,200

Does new production offset estimated loss?

Affordable rental units, 2011-2017 Minnesota Housing 

analysis of rental units 

estimated a loss of 10,500 

NOAH units since 2010. 

• Limited to rent changes 

in NOAH properties after 

a sale

= Net loss of 1,251 affordable units

Source:  Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.
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Strategy: Preserve Naturally Occurring 

Affordable Housing (NOAH)
Housing Policy Plan

• “Collaborate with regional housing 

partners and funders to identify 

priorities for preserving affordable 

housing and available resources.” 

(p.37)

• “Provide technical assistance and 

tools to local governments for 

preserving unsubsidized affordable 

rental housing.” (p.39)

What we’re doing

• Encouraged and now finding 

naturally occurring affordable 

housing preservation content in 

Comprehensive Plan updates

• Council-approved allocation of $1 

Million to Greater Minnesota Housing 

Fund’s NOAH Impact Fund.
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1,731 affordable units added in 2017
Multifamily remains 

the predominant 

housing type. 

Most affordable 

units are priced at 

51-60% AMI.

23%

77%

A third of affordable 

units are age-

restricted (age 55+).

30%

70%

Source:  Metropolitan Council’s Affordable Housing Production Survey.

2%

98%
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Alignment with statewide priorities

“Build 300,000 new homes by 2030, across all types, prices, and locations 

to stabilize prices and meet demand.”

Source: State of Minnesota Governor’s Task Force on Housing (2018).
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For more information

Data & report

Krysten Ryba-Tures

Senior Researcher

krysten.ryba-tures@metc.state.mn.us

Housing Policy

Tara Beard

Planning Analyst

tara.beard@metc.state.mn.us
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