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Rice Creek North Regional Trail 
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Boundaries and 

Acquisitions 
Boundaries

• 791.88 acres (existing) 

• 4.75 miles (existing) of a 14-mile regional 

trail corridor 

Proposed acquisitions for next system 

additions process (not this request) 

2,407.24 acres of publicly owned properties

• Minnesota Department of Transportation 

Arden Hills Training Center and Truck 

Station

• Arden Hills Department of Motor Vehicles

• Arden Hills Army Training Site (AHATS)

• Arden Hills Primer Tracer Site
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Development Concept

Proposed and Improved Trailheads: Building 

189 multi-season trailhead

Proposed Trails

• 4.47 miles of bituminous trails

• 12.75 miles of off-road cycling/hiking trails

• 10.66 miles of cross-country ski trails

Water Trail: Improved canoeing and kayaking

Other Improvements: Interpretation, 

programming, restoration, Off-leash dog area

Unifying Features: Lighting, wayfinding, and 

trail amenities
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Estimated Project Costs

Implementation Components (not 

including the expansion)

Estimated Costs

Development $38,300,000 

Annual Maintenance $466,500 

Natural Resource Management (3-

years)

$232,300
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• The proposed boundary adjustment will be 

not be considered as part of this request 

since it exceeds the minor boundary 

adjustment criteria in Chapter 5, Strategy 1 

of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

• Otherwise, the Rice Creek North Regional 

Park Master Plan Amendment is consistent 

with the requirements of the:

– 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan, including 

Planning Policy Strategy 1

– Other Council policies

Rationale for Proposed Action
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Proposed Action

That the Metropolitan Council:

• Approve the Ramsey County Rice Creek North Regional Trail Master Plan 

without the proposed boundary adjustment and proposed acquisitions.

• Advise Ramsey County that the proposed boundary adjustment and associated 

2,407.24-acre acquisition should be submitted to the Metropolitan Council as a 

system additions request in the next Regional Parks Policy Plan update, 

currently estimated for 2024. 

• Require that Ramsey County, prior to initiating any new development of the 

regional trail corridor, send preliminary plans to the Environmental Services 

Assistant Manager at the Metropolitan Council’s Environmental Services 

Division.

• Advise the County to implement the advisory comments regarding 

Transportation as described in this report.



Tracey Kinney

Senior Planner, Community Development Division, Parks Unit

tracey.kinney@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1029

Thank you
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