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May 16, 2022 Jake Reilly metrocouncil.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello, I’m Jake Reilly, Senior Planner in Local Planning Assistance in the Community Development Division.

Before you today is the review of the City of Gem Lake’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan.
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Regional Systems

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in Figure 1 in your staff report, this map shows location of regional components within the City of Gem Lake.
Of note is the regional trail search corridor running along the northeastern border of the city with White Bear Township.
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Community Designation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in Figure 2 of the staff report, the City is identified as “Suburban” community designation consistent with Thrive MSP 2040.

Gem Lake is located in northeastern Ramsey County.

It is surrounded by the communities of White Bear Township, White Bear Lake, and Vadnais Heights.
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Forecasted Growth

Table 1. City of Gem Lake Forecasts

Census
2010

Estimated
2019

Census 
2020

Council Forecasts

2020 2030 2040
Population 393 467 528 480 500 530
Households 155 177 199 200 230 250
Employment 526 481 357 580 610 640

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Table 2  from the staff report, shows that between 2020 and 2040, the Council forecasts the City will grow by 50 people, representing 50 households. There will be an increase of 60 jobs in the City in the same time frame.
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Planned Residential Density

Table 2. Planned Residential Density, City of Gem Lake
2018-2040 Change

Density

Category Min Max Net Acres Min Units Max Units
Neighborhood Edge* 1 2.9 1 1 2

Neighborhood General 3 4.9 17 51 83

Neighborhood Mixed** 5 7.9 2 10 15

Neighborhood Central*** 8 12 14 112 168

TOTALS 34 174 268
* 10% residential
** 25% residential
*** 30% residential

Overall Density 5.11 7.88

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Table 2 from the staff report, shown here, illustrates the planned residential density in the Suburban areas of the City. 

The overall density for guided residential land is expected to be between 5.11 and 7.88 units per acre.  

Communities with a “Suburban” designation under Thrive are expected to plan for forecasted population and household growth at overall average minimum densities of 5 units per acre for new development and redevelopment.  Gem Lake’s Plan is consistent with this policy. 
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Existing Planned Land Use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As shown in figure 3 of your staff report, the map reflect the existing land use for the City of Gem Lake.

The existing pattern of development in Gem Lake is one of primarily single-family homes, nearly 90-percent of which are owner-occupied. A small portion of the City known as “Hoffman’s Corner” located in and around the U.S. Highway 61/County Road E intersection is the business center of the City. 
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2040 Planned Land Use

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map shows the 2040 planned land use for the City of Gem Lake.

The future land uses for Gem Lake remain primarily residential but with additional refinement to the single family residential land use descriptions. The area of the city originally designated as commercial is planned to be mixed use.
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Findings

That the Plan:
• Conforms to regional system 

plans
• Is consistent with Council policies
• Is compatible with the plans of 

adjacent and affected jurisdictions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff find…
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Proposed Action 

That the Metropolitan Council:
1. Authorize the Gem Lake to place its 2040 Comprehensive Plan into effect.
2. Advise the City to implement the advisory comments in the Review Record for Forecasts, and 

Surface Water Management.
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Meeting Schedule

• Environment Committee on Tuesday, May 10
• Metropolitan Council on Wednesday, May 25

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On Tuesday, May 10th, Environmental Services staff presented to the environment committee. 

This will be on the Metropolitan Council agenda at the May 25th meeting.

Although they were not able to attend, today, I’d like to thank City staff and consultants for their work on the plan.




Q
uestions?

Jake Reilly
Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance
jake.reilly@metc.state.mn.us
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