
Funding Recommendations
2023 Round One Livable Communities Act 
Pre-Development Grants
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Livable Communities Act 

Program Goals

• Create more housing choice

• Support living wage jobs 
creation

• Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and conserve 
natural resources

• Improve connections 
between housing, jobs, and 
amenities across the region

• Create more equitable 
development outcomes
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Livable Communities Act 

Overview

What we do

• Grants given to cities, counties, 
development authorities, or 
port authorities that support 
development 

Who can apply

• Participating cities and 
townships* 

• Developers partner with a 
government organization to 
apply
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Regulatory

Policy 
Development

Planning & Design

Pre-Development

Site Investigation

Seeing Equitable 
Environmental 
Development 
(SEED)

Remediation & Environmental

Tax Base 
Revitalization 
Account (TBRA) 
Cleanup

Construction

Livable 
Communities 
Demonstration 
Account (LCDA)

Transit Oriented 
Development 
(TOD)

Local Housing 
Incentives 
Account (LHIA)

Livable Communities Programs

Support Across Stages of Development



4

M
e

t
r

o
p

o
lit

a
n

 
C

o
u

n
c

il

Pre-Development Grants

Project 

Studies

Downtown Artist 

Housing, Chaska

Towerside District 

Stormwater System,

Minneapolis

98th Street Station, 

Bloomington

Northstar TIF 

Masterplan,

Fridley

Downtown Longfellow, 

Minneapolis

Feasibility 

Analysis
Infrastructure 

Systems

Development 

Planning
Design & 

Engagement
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Funding Availability

2023 Fund Distribution Plan

As part of the Fund Distribution Plan, the Council 
approved up to $2,000,000 for LCA Pre-Development 
grants to be awarded in two application rounds with 
$1,000,000 available in each funding opportunity.
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Process

Application

April 21, 2023: 

the Council received 
thirteen Round One LCA 
Pre-Development 
applications

Review

April-May 2023:

Applications underwent 
an evaluation by a staff 
team from the Community 
Development division

Award

June 2023 – 2025

Council to award funding 
on June 28th

Grantees have two years 
to complete work
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Evaluation Criteria

Scoring Categories

What: 

• Project Outcomes   
(LCA & Thrive Goals) 

How: 

• Project Process 

Who: 

• Project Team 
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8

That the Metropolitan Council:

• Award six Livable Communities Act Pre-Development Grants 
totaling $1,000,000, and

• Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to 
execute the grant agreements on behalf of the Council.

Funding Recommendation

2023 Round One Funding Recommendation
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Scoring Summary
Applicant Project Points Amount Requested Amount Recommended

City of Brooklyn Center New Generations LLC 29 $231,000 $231,000

City of Saint Paul Hamm's Brewery 29 $275,000 $275,000

City of Minneapolis The LOMA 28.5 $150,000 $150,000

City of Minneapolis Rodeo Plaza 27 $150,000 $150,000

City of Minneapolis The 2843 Building 26.5 $150,000 $0

City of Maplewood Rice Street Gardens 26 $150,000 $150,000

City of Minneapolis Unity Building 26 $150,000 $0

City of St Louis Park Affordable Commercial SLP 24.5 $135,000 $44,000

City of Minneapolis ZaRah 24 $150,000 $0

City of Saint Paul Rondo CLT 22 $25,000 $0

City of South St Paul Panache Cidery 21 $148,500 $0

City of St Louis Park Minnetonka Blvd Housing 21 $185,000 $0

City of Minneapolis The CORA 18 $150,000 $0

Total $2,049,500 $1,000,000

Funding Available $1,000,000

Funding Remaining $0
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New Generations LLC

City of Brooklyn Center

Recommended Award: $231,000

• 30% AMI housing with 
supportive services targeting 
veterans

• Includes workforce center for 
tenants and wider community

• Provides youth-led coffee shop 
and youth-centered 
programming
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Hamm's Brewery

City of St. Paul

Recommended Award: $275,000

• Adaptive reuse and 
densification for parts of 
former Hamm’s Brewery

• Includes a range of affordable 
housing including rental and 
ownership opportunities

• Features an arts & cultural 
marketplace and placemaking 
elements
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The LOMA

City of Minneapolis

Recommended Award: $150,000

• Creates affordable housing for 
target populations and 
provides on-site supportive 
services

• Offers neighborhood-scale 
commercial spaces 
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Rodeo Plaza

City of Minneapolis

Recommended Award: $150,000

• Redevelopment of damaged 
site in downtown Longfellow

• The development includes 
affordable housing and 
neighborhood-scale 
commercial spaces to serve 
community needs
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Rice Street Gardens

City of Maplewood

Recommended Award: $150,000

• The project will include 
housing ownership and 
affordable rental opportunities

• The development has been 
informed by extensive 
engagement and advances 
community priorities including 
preservation of a community 
garden
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Affordable Commercial SLP

City of St. Louis Park

Recommended Award: $44,000

• The development will provide 
long-term affordable 
commercial spaces that will be 
targeted to support limited 
income entrepreneurs.

• The project will bring more 
intensity to the site and 
provide neighborhood-serving 
businesses and job 
opportunities
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That the Metropolitan Council:

• Award six Livable Communities Act Pre-Development Grants 
totaling $1,000,000, and

• Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to 
execute the grant agreements on behalf of the Council.

Funding Recommendation

2023 Round One Funding Recommendation



Stephen Klimek

Senior Planner

Community Development

Stephen.Klimek@metc.state.mn.us

mailto:Stephen.Klimek@metc.state.mn.us
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