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Business Item 
Community Development Committee 

Committee Meeting Date: October 16, 2023 For the Metropolitan Council: NA* 

*Per Livable Communities Act Grant Amendment Process (Business Item 2012-296 and 2014-182), the Community 

Development Committee is the final authority on this item. 

Business Item: 2023-253 

Extend Term & Amend Budget to Expand Scope of Jema River LCA Pre-Development Grant (SG-17681) 

District(s), Member(s):  District 6, Robert Lilligren 

Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. § 473.253 

Staff Presented: Samuel Johnson, Principal Grants Administrator, 651-602-1757 

Division/Department:  Community Development / MTS Finance and Admin/Livable Communities  

Proposed Action 
That the Community Development Committee approve amending the Jema River LCA Pre-
Development grant (SG-17681) project summary (Attachment B) to: 

1.  Shift funds from site/public realm plans and financial feasibility study budget line-items to 
new affordable housing architectural design budget line-item; and  

2. Extend the grant agreement by one-year from June 30, 2024, to June 30, 2025. 

Background 
The Metropolitan Council awarded the City of Minneapolis a $150,000 Livable Communities 
Account Pre-Development grant in June of 2022 (Business Item 2022-157) for the Jema River 
project. The project consists of predevelopment work related to the reconstruction of a damaged 
property on the Lake Street corridor to replace affordable commercial/retail and add 6 new units of 
affordable housing. The grant funded developer mentoring, site and public realm planning, and 
financial feasibility research.  

On August 11, 2023, the City of Minneapolis requested to amend the budget and expiration date of 
the grant (Attachment A). They explained that the property owner/developer of the project is new to 
the profession and has found significant success for the project through mentorship and technical 
assistance programs. As a result, the project has secured multiple grants from Lake Street Council 
and Hennepin County to complete site/public realm planning and financial feasibility studies. Those 
activities are now close to completion.  

The City sees an opportunity to maximize all the grants provided to the project by shifting the 
Council’s Livable Communities Act (LCA) Pre-development grant from site/public realm planning & 
financial feasibility activities to architectural design for affordable housing. Additionally, they 
request to extend the grant term by one year to cover the design phase of the project. The 
site/public realm and financial feasibility deliverables will still be completed as articulated in the 
project summary. No other changes are requested. 

https://councilmeetings.metc.state.mn.us/community_dev/2012/091712/0917_2012_296.pdf
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Community-Development-Committee/2014/July-21,-2014/2014-182.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2022/6-22-22/0622_2022_157.aspx
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Rationale 
The amendment request to move grant funds from two budget line-items (site/realm planning & 
financial feasibility) to a new activity (affordable housing – architectural design) does not constitute 
a significant change because the deliverables for site/realm planning and financial feasibility are 
still being completed. The shift in funding equals a 33% shift of total grant funds between eligible 
activities. Committee approval is required for any project scope change or budget shift above 20%.  

Council staff recommend the Committee approve amending the project summary as shown in 
Attachment B and extending the grant by one year to June 30, 2025.  

Thrive Lens Analysis 
Projects that demonstrate efficient and effective use of public financial resources further the Thrive 
Stewardship Outcome.  

Projects that redevelop and increase density further the Thrive Prosperity outcome of “encouraging 
redevelopment and infill development across the region.”  

Projects that provide a mix of housing affordability levels further the Thrive Equity outcome of 
“creating real choices in where we live, how we travel, and where we recreate for all residents, 
across race, ethnicity, economic means, and ability.”  

Projects that introduce more housing types and affordability levels in existing neighborhoods 
further the Thrive Livability outcome of “providing housing and transportation choices for a range of 
demographic characteristics and economic means.”  

Funding 
Funds are available in the Livable Communities authorized 2022 budget and Livable Communities 
reserve accounts to award these grants. Reserves may need to be amended into a future annual 
budget to meet cashflow needs for Livable Communities multi-year grants. 

Attachments 
Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request 

Attachment B. Revised Project Summary 
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 Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request 
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Attachment A. Grant Amendment Request (continued) 
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Attachment B. Revised Project Summary 


