
Funding Recommendations
2023 Livable Communities Act Pre-
Development Recommendations 
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Livable Communities Act 

Program Goals

• Create more housing choice

• Support living wage jobs 
creation

• Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and conserve 
natural resources

• Improve connections 
between housing, jobs, and 
amenities across the region

• Create more equitable 
development outcomes
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Pre-Development Grants

Project 

Studies

Downtown Artist 

Housing, Chaska

Towerside District 

Stormwater System,

Minneapolis

98th Street Station, 

Bloomington

Northstar TIF 

Masterplan,

Fridley

Downtown Longfellow, 

Minneapolis

Feasibility 

Analysis
Infrastructure 

Systems

Development 

Planning
Design & 

Engagement
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Funding Availability

2023 Fund Distribution Plan

As part of the Fund Distribution Plan, the 
Council approved up to $2,000,000 for 
LCA Pre-Development grants to be 
awarded in two application rounds with 
$1,000,000 available in each funding 
opportunity. 
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Process

September 5 
– CDC 

Meeting

Application 
Review

July 21 – 
Applications 

Due
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Evaluation Criteria

Scoring Categories

• What: Project 
Outcomes (LCA & 
Thrive Goals) 

• How: Project 
Process 

• Who: Project Team 
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That the Metropolitan Council 

• Award six (6) Livable Communities Act 
Predevelopment Grants totaling $898,600 

• Authorize the Executive Director of Community 
Development to execute the grant agreements on 
behalf of the Council

Funding Recommendation

2023 Round Two Funding Recommendation
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Funding Recommendation

Applicant Project Points 
Amount 

Requested 
Amount 

Recommended 
Saint Paul 694 and 680 Minnehaha 

Ave E (Hamm’s Brewery II) 
28.5 $200,000 $200,000 

Brooklyn Center Brooklyn Center Opportunity 
Site Round One – 
Resurrecting Faith 

27.5 $300,000 $300,000 

Minneapolis The CORA 27.5 $150,000 $150,000 

Minneapolis Unity Building 27 $150,000 $150,000 

Minneapolis Zarah 26 $150,000 $0 

Minneapolis Swank Eatery 25 $150,000 $0 

St. Louis Park Affordable Commercial SLP 25 $90,000 $90,000 

Saint Paul 796 Stewart Ave (Little Mod) 24.5 $100,000 $8,600 

Minneapolis SFH917 23.5 $150,000 $0 

St. Louis Park Minnetonka Blvd Housing 23.5 $185,000 $0 

South Saint Paul 2023 LCA Pre-Development 
– Round Two 

23 $179,000 $0 

Little Canada 2705 Rice 16.5 $37,000 $0 

Total Recommended $898,600 

Total Available  $1,000,000 

Total Remaining  $101,400 
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Opportunity Site Phase I 

City of Brooklyn 
Center

Recommended Award: 
$300,000

• Provide childcare, health 
and wellness services, 
business center, and 
barber/beautician suites. 

• Part of larger 
development on Brooklyn 
Center’s Opportunity 
Site. 
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The Unity Building

City of 
Minneapolis

Recommended Award: 
$150,000

• Replace two dilapidated 
buildings along Lake 
Street

• Create a 4-story building 
to support small 
businesses owned by 
immigrants and residents 
of color. 
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The CORA

City of 
Minneapolis

Recommended Award: 
$150,000

• Intergenerational 
affordable housing option

• Services for residents 
offered by local service 
providers
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Affordable Commercial

City of Saint 
Louis Park

Recommended Award: 
$90,000

• Affordable commercial 
space for small business 
owners 

• Land trust model

• Ownership opportunities 
for small business 
owners 
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Hamm’s Brewery

City of Saint Paul

Recommended Award: 
$200,000

• Affordable housing with 
focus on family needs 

• Ownership townhomes 
included 

• Part of larger 
development project on 
the site 
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Little Mod

City of Saint Paul

Recommended Award: 
$8,600

• Affordable co-living 
spaces

• Emphasis on 
environmental 
sustainability 
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That the Metropolitan Council 

• Award six (6) Livable Communities Act 
Predevelopment Grants totaling $898,600 

• Authorize the Executive Director of Community 
Development to execute the grant agreements on 
behalf of the Council

Funding Recommendation

2023 Round Two Funding Recommendation



Hannah Gary

Planning Analyst

Community Development

Hannah.Gary@metc.state.mn.us

mailto:Stephen.Klimek@metc.state.mn.us
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