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Amendment Detalls

e Update to language relating to historic structures in the Lower St.
Croix River District.

 Requide 15 acres from Land Use category Rural Residential to Urban
Residential. The Urban Residential land use, which permits 1.45 units
per acre, Is intended to preserve, but not expand, the historic platting
pattern of the City’s oldest residential areas.

« Expansion of the Urban Residential area results in a policy
Inconsistency.

* No development is associated with this amendment.
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Proposed Land Use
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One of Minnesota's first major industries was born
here on Auqust 24, 1839, when the slow, cumbersome
up-and-down saw of the Marine Lumber Company cut the
first commercial lumber in the state from trees felled
in the rich white pine forests of the St. Croix Valley.
The mill was built by a group of settlers from Marine,

Illinois, at a site selected a year earlier by David Hone and Lewis S. Judd.

During the winter of 1839-40, the saw at Marine produced about 5000
board feet of lumber a day. From this modest beginning, the much rebuilt
and enlarged mill of the Walker, Judd, and Veazie Lumber Company was
by 1877 turning out two million board feet of lumber, 500,000 shingles,
and 200,000 laths a year with an average daily work crew of fourteen men

Financial depression. a huge log jam that prevented logs from reaching
the mill, extensive tornado dam and a low-water summer combined to
cause the failure of the business in 1885. By 1895, after a few years of
intermittent operation in the hands of other companies, the mill closed
fore s the extensive frame buildings were torn down Only the

mill’s enginehouse. which can be seen by following

the overlook, serve as reminder of Minnesota's

t pine forests and the profitable lumber industry

that built the towns and cities of an expanding nineteenth-
ce y mid-America

That the proposed amendment:

» Conforms to regional system plans

* |s consistent with Council policies, exce
for regional land use policy

 |s compatible with the plans of adjacent
and affected jurisdictions

* There is no regional or system impact
resulting from the proposed change.
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Proposed Action

That the Metropolitan Council:

1. Authorize the City of Marine on St. Croix to place its comprehensive
plan amendment into effect.

2. Find that the amendment does not change the City’s forecasts.

3. Advise the City to implement the advisory comments in the Review
Record for Land Use.
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Emma Dvorak

Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance
emma.last@ metc.state.mn.us
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