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CD Research overview

Generate credible, actionable, information and
Insights that advance equitable policy, services, and
resource decisions

« Team of more than 20 researchers and data scientists with
broad expertise

« Collaborative, highly integrated within other CD departments
and across the Councill

 Service-oriented
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CD Research Department Overview

Four work units within the department

Data development
and analysis

Rigorous
guantitative data
development and
analysis

Manager:
Luis Estevez

Policy support and
development

Research and
leadership on major
regional policy and
planning initiatives

Senior Managetr:
Joel Huting

Qualitative
Research

People-centered,
rigorous qualitative
data collection and
analysis

Manager:
Darcie Vandegrift

Strategy and
Product Design

User-centered
research products
made accessible
through design

Manager:
Krysten Ryba-Tures

[1ouno) uelljodolla N



CD Research Workplan

Major 2025 work

Data Development and Analysis Policy Support and Development
Population estimates » Regional Economic Framework
Parks use estimates » Climate pollution reduction grant
Land use inventory » Population/employment forecasts
Development trends » Natural systems technical
assistance
<
2
o
Strategy and Product Design Qualitative Research °
* Regional indicators » Residential preferences of HRA g
« Community profiles overhaul voucher holders O
« User research * Imagine 2050 goals & frameworks =
(@)

Interactive data visualization implementation
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CD Research Workplan

Four work units, major 2025 work

Data Development and Analysis Policy Support and Development

« Population estimates » Regional Economic Framework

« Parks use estimates » Climate pollution reduction grant

« Land use inventory » Population/employment forecasts

« Development trends » Natural systems technical
assistance

Strategy and Product Design Qualitative Research

Regional indicators » Residential preferences of HRA

Community profiles overhaul voucher holders
User research * Imagine 2050 goals & frameworks

Interactive data visualization implementation
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CD Research Workplan

Four work units, major 2025 work

« User research Imagine 2050 goals & frameworks
 Interactive data visualization implementation

Data Development and Analysis Policy Support and Development

« Population estimates » Regional Economic Framework

« Parks use estimates » Climate pollution reduction grant

« Land use inventory » Population/employment forecasts

« Development trends » Natural systems technical

assistance

<
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Strategy and Product Design Qualitative Research °

* Regional indicators » Residential preferences of HRA g

« Community profiles overhaul voucher holders O
0




Many “all hands” research projects

Example: Climate Pollution Reduction Grant

Data development and analysis Policy support and development

Test and

Build Understand Align with

datasets and community regional review
models of and climate policy areas, Interactive
emissions leaders’ Internal tools, report,

data perspectives Initiatives website

Qualitative Research Strategy and Product Design
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Interactive
Tools

Underway (2025)
Imagine 2050 technical
assistance
Revisions/updates

Next (2026 - )
Community Profiles
Measurement dashboards
Strategically streamline

Much of our research is published through online
Interactive tools available at metrocouncil.org/research

COMMUNITY PROFILES

Select Area | Selectan area from the dropdown list or click on map
——
’—ﬁ View text list of proflles
. Ano
Anoka
I
Py I"I_J\ll"lashlngton
i
e
L 0%
ennepi |+
= Pv Ramsey |

Twin Cities Region (7-county)

GHG INVENTORY

Ancka County emissions, 2021
Total emissions, metric tons Co2E

View data
@ cre=

View emissions
@ Tozz

< Clickona
sector bar (left)
for details and
sub-sectors

Energy emissions include emissions from
electricity, natural gas, propane, and kerosene for
residential, commercial, and industrial customers.

= Click on a sub-sector bar (left) for details

oK 500K 1000K

EQUITY CONSIDERATIONS

SELECT  [Transporsati v| SELECT  [Mean commuta iength (minutes) -
TOPIC VARIABLE

Mapped tract values, charted

Filterby- [nP: v

2025 Mapbox © OpenstreetMap

1821 I 7 66 Clickhere to learn more about M

Select ”Add variable” to compare your first variable selection (above) with 1-2 others from the dataset
| ] | T | Rimave
SELECT TOPIC SELECTTOPIC SELECT VARIABLE

Viewas- [mao Viewas - |scatsarpior

2025 Mapbox © OpenStreetMap Mean commute length (minutes)

00180 IR 05550 4 2ress of corcern 0 Otnertraces

RENT TRENDS

Estimated Rent

$2,000
e ﬁ
$1,000%
8500
2005 2010 2015 2020 2025
—— Mean Region Estimated Rent === Eagan Estimated Rent Eagan Forecast 95% Confidence Interval Eagan Rent Forecast Source: CoStar, 2024 Q2

Percent change in rent since 2014
40.0%

20.0%

h M—’—
2005 2010 2015 2020

—— Regional % Change since 2014 === Eagan % Change since 2014 Sourcs: CoStar, 2024 G2
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https://metrocouncil.org/research

We publish reports and present findings of our analyses
at metrocouncil.org/research

REGIONAL

Population and employment in the Twin Cities region in 2050

Reports and
presentations ;. e

( Tracking visits to regional parks and trails

As of April 1, 2023, the Twin Cities region had:

. This report was re-published with corrections in August 2024
Estimate for| Change since Percent 2ok 2 2 2
Apeil 1,2023| 2020 Consus| change since Visits to the Regional Parks and Trails System in 2023
2020 Census 1

Housing 1,357,357 +62,494 +4.8% : .
units
Households 1,287,944 +48 418 +3.9% ‘
People 3,222 455 +59,351 +1.9% B

Scurce: Mefopoitan Councl popuation estimaies fur Aped 1, 2023. “Twin Cities mgion” rpresents af seven counties in the
jurisiction of the Metropaltan Counc (binn_Stat § 473 121, subd )

Underway (2025)

Annual estimates

f features. With

aNge (¢
f regional trails,

It also preserves

FIGURE 1 - 202{

Development trends: How much?

Housing and development

2023 housing production dropped considerably

The demograp|

Next (2026 -) P A o o S
Regional forecast update I | o emm
Regional Economic Forecast — g A

1970 2023

Source: Metropolitan Council's Annual Building Permit Survey. REGION‘ — —
— O —
m% trail visits
2016 Vst ey 2021 Wsitors Study
2017 2020 2023

Source: Metropoitan Council's annual parks and bals use estimas A
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https://metrocouncil.org/research

Lastly, some of our data may be less visible but available
to download at metrocouncil.org/research

Download data

D at a () Affordable housing construction () Building permits, commercial, industrial and
public

d ev e I O m e n t () Building permits, residential (O Commuting data

() Demographic, economic, and commuting data from the U.S. Census () Employment
Bureau

(O Employment forecasts (C) Housing affordability estimates
(' Housing choice vouchers () Housing stock
() Industry type () Land use inventory

U n d erwa (2025) (O Land use, regional planned () Manufactured home parks

y : () Population and household estimates () Population and household forecasts
— Natu ral SyStemS and Cl Imate (O Price of existing home sales O Wages
— Annual population estimates
. Select a geographic level for the data:

— Housing and development | | |
@ City or Township {7 Totals for the seven-county region
() County () All fransit Station Areas

Next (2026 - )

— Land use inventory _ _
— Park and Trail Visitor Study We publish spatial datasets to download on the MN

Geospatial Commons gisdata.mn.qgov/
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https://metrocouncil.org/research

Joel Huting

Senior Manager, Community Development Research
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