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What iIs the Local Planning Handbook?

The One-Stop-Shop for Comprehensive Planning

« Designed to support communities with the update of their local
comprehensive plans.

e Clear guidance on minimum requirements and how to meet them

« Tools, maps, resources, and technical assistance
« To help meet minimum requirements
« To get more out of their local planning process

« To help with a variety of planning issues of interest to communities
across the region

« Community-specific information and checklists
« Training and resources beyond the minimum requirements

New Local Planning Handbook Launch: August 2025
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Local Planning Handbook:

Plan Elements

Plan Element Pages

Landing page for each
required element

Information and Resources
relevant to subject area

« Factsheets

 Templates

« Policy Plan Summary

 Links to External
Resources

Get More Out Of Your Plan

PARKS AND TRAILS

Parks and Opeer spescs e key contrutoes i e regon’s
Invabality, sustainabilny, and guality of Iife, Parks and open space
strengthen rezidents’ phyzical, pzycholegical. and zocial wallbcing
by prosding oppocunities foc nacraaticn stress teduction, and
sl il scton, Nolues! sceas provos eoveooensntal beewfils by
preseving natural resources. reducing ar pollution, and
maraging stomaater runaff.

Ihe 2040 Reglonal Parks Policy Plan |z the metrepol
plan for tha Regional Farks Systam. The Regianal Parks Systam

weers Uneiedd bry Uase Lesgrsduturss in 1374, sind s suppoeied by S Metcopeitsn Counal o pariemnshig vathy e regonsd
park mplementng agencies that own and operate regonal parks and trals. The Regional Parks System 12 coz
companerk of the greater recreation and open space systom that Includes lacal, state, and foderal parks and open
spane anses, a5 well a5 prvate and norprodit faclities. All play an impatant (oha in Suppartng and pensacting the

ol oultdoar recresion system and shoukl be recograced in your sl comprestiensae plan

Parks & Trails Plan

Parks & Tralls Resources

W 2 %

Piun Exsmples Mupping

PLAN ELEMENTS

We are an interconnected region. Our roads, jobs, natural resources, and residents cross community borders. We
each have a responsibiity to consider the interaction of land use and transportation, access to jobs and housing

choices, and the effect we have on the environment and water resources. Comprehensive plans provide an
opportunity to prepare for growth and strengthen connections throughout the reglon. These Plan Element pages
identify minimum requirements, optional elements, and connect you to resources to help you complete and

implement your comprehensive plan update.

Land Use

Parks & Trails Housing Resilience

Economic Competitiveness mplementation



Local Planning Handbook:

Community Pages

Community Pages

Community Specific Information

* Regional Growth Forecasts

- Affordable Housing Need

« Sewer Allocation Forecasts

* Interactive Map

« Checklist of Minimum Requirements
e System Statements

COMMUNITY PAGES

SHOREVIEW
STATUS TRACKER

Status trackers identify Council review deadlines, Committee meeting dates, and show the movement of your project through
our process. The time line starts when you submit your plan update or amendment online and appears for the 2040
Comprehensive Plan Update and any in-progress Comprehensive Plan Amendments.

2040 Comprehensive Plan Update

2040 Comp Plan Supp Info Completeness CDC Review Env Committee Met Council 120 Day Deadline
Received Received Review Due MNAA Review Reviow MN/A
/A N/A /A M/A N/A
STATUS TRACKERS FOR ALL COMMUNITIES (UPDATES ONLY)
FORECASTS AND COMMUNITY DESIGNATIONS T Tceoe i
The Council updates its 30-year forecasts at least once per = iPinesli Lino
o Blaink [exingthn Lakes
decade. Forecasts indicate when, where and how much iy =
population, household and job growth the region and its Seking L el i
communities can expect. Forecasts are used to help plan Lﬂié-bﬂh:m & i
=i n :
infrastructure needs and weave consistent growth expectations I - “Wiew Nérth |
' Cak
throughout your plan. These are your recent adopted forecasts. ! e l : |
_ L e
Forecast Year | Population | Households | Employment i ! --—--—Bear |
Fridl&y 1 parden Shoricw CTep
=. New i Hills \-'hl_i'lms
2010 25,043 10,402 1,665 —i P .. Heights
2020 27,400 11,800 13,200 Colulnbis : Gem Lake
Heights =
2030 27,400 12,000 14,100 i | = = —a]
--—r—-—i. R —— — | I —
2040 27400 12,100 14,700 = . Lite
:Tntlmrg; Roseville | cansds |:
Minneapal & | Maplewdod

Shoreview is designated as Suburban. {Look under Council Policy ) ) ) )
tab at the bottom for specific policy for each designation.) Shoreview, Community Designation Map
(Click on the image for larger map)
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Local Planning Handbook:

Technical Assistance

Guidance on Councg ==

Templates and Mod| ===~

FLEXIBLE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT EXAMPLES

Best Practices/ Locs

_~ No conventional lots permitted on arterial street

/- i -
Fact Sheets E‘
Educational and Tra .
é S Preserved for future
l: — urban development
: r// One acre parcel
o sold to son
Original farmstead //’//’/ \
W T [ e
9 “ -\’E" a i L _{ < grandchildren
'—:] F Local street =

i alows for r 1 ) 1 " ba

FACT SHEET f HOW-TO

Facl Sheels are summary based documents that provide useful informalion on tlopics necessary o complete
minimum requirements, How-To's are instruction based documents that provide guidance on completion of a task.

Both resource lypes are meant o provide assistance on lopics relevant to updating your comprehensive plan
update,

# GENERAL INFORMATION

* LAND USE

EI 2016 Generalized Land Use Categories and Definitions

£ 2020 Census

Density and Activity Near Transit

Flexible Residential Development Examples for Diversified Rural Areas
El Housing Unit vs. Group Quarter

|::,| How to Calculate Floor Area Ratio

B How to Measure Em ployment Intensity and Capacity

@ How to Request A Forecast Change

@ MRCCA Plan Review and Approval Process

B Net Residential Density

El Planning to Protect the Mississippi River Critical Corridor Area

|E1 System Statement Dispute Steps

EI Thrive Land Use Policy: Agricultural

B Thrive Land Use Policy: Diversified Rural

@ Thrive Land Use Policy: Emerging Suburban Edge

|_i‘| Thrive Land Use Policv: Rural Center
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Research methods informing updates

Testing Interviews Surveys =
E B
<
m
20
50

Watch/record users Talk with users about their Gather user information,
complete relevant activities work, environment, opinions on broader scale Z
on live or test site preferences - Confirm or follow-up to =
* 4 — 6 participants can « Before building new or other findings §
identify about 80% of substantial revisions/ * Ratings or rankings of =
usability issues updates existing or planned 2
» Useful throughout process « Language, most valued features O
resources §
“ Use the Local Planning “ Tells us about your “ Rate your need for specific =

Handbook to... experience and team... data about...



Website and Resource Updates (so far)

Ancka Co v Oniine Plans Submittal

Staging Site- Work In Progress
Anoka County
T —~

<

Community Profile fi

Access key information and trends abo win Cities region or any city, county or township,

Most relevant information at the top  om

including charts and data on po on, employment, income and poverty, housing, commuting,

land use and developme

Download a Shapefiles &

ore Mississippi River Critical Corridor information &

Customized, ready to go maps

Anoka County interactive m3ps The MRCCA is a state, regional and local government program that provides coordinated land

planning and regulation for the 72-mile stretch of the Mississippi River through the seven-county
Clapp-Smith & metropolitan area covering 54,000 acres of land in 30 local jurisdictions.

Patrick Boylan &

Emma Dvorak #

Amber Turmaquest #

Interactive, regional map- data
VI S U al I Za.tl O n Reva Chamblis &

Diego Morales &
Peter Lindstrom &

Gall Cederberg &

Tools and Resources: Community Forecasts and Community Designations ~
SpeCIfIC Datasets! GHG EmISSIOnS TOOI, The Council updates ils 20-year forecasts & at least once per decade Forecast Year Population Househokds Empioyment

Forecasts indicate when, where and how much population, household

N at u r al Sys t e m S I n Ve n to ry’ g ran t and job growth the region and its communities can expect. Forecasls i i il i

7 146,22 138
. .I: t . t are used to help pian infrastructure needs and weave consistent growth i SOLPE0 228 RN2
I n O I n a I O n e C . expectations throughout your plan. These are your recent adopted 2040 406,520 155735 148,325
forecasts, 2050 433570 166720 162132

Anoka County Is designated as Urban Center, Urban, Suburban,
Suburban Edge, Emerging Suburban Edge, Rural Center, Diversified
Rural and Rural Residential

Allocation of Affordable Housing Need v



Local Government Focus Groups

Purpose of the Focus Groups —
« Gather feedback from stakeholders on draft minimum =
requirements >
* Align minimum requirements with Imagine 2050 9
» Assess clarity, accessibility, and resource needs 2
» Identify gaps in existing tools & support gg
50
Participants
» 6 representatives from developed communities
* 9O representatives from developing communities
« 2 consultants =
« Mix of new and experienced planners =
°
Structure ®
« Two meetings per cohort, one week apart (4 meetings total) o
» Materials shared in advance (2040 & draft 2050 Minimum c
Requirements) 2

« Sessions recorded and transcribed
* Internal meeting summaries prepared
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Focus Group Results

Key Themes §
Clarity & Context 9
« Unclear language (Mandatory vs. Suggested) -
* Need for rationale behind requirements (“The Why") g;
50

Checklist & Structure

* Checklist order

Density, Land Use & Zoning =
r * Foresee challenges with projections and staging 3
* More guidance needed on ADUs, and zoning vs. land use Tci
§
Tools & Support o
o 78 « Tech assistance, templates, and GIS data 2
 Strong reliance on Handbook o

« More engagement with sector reps




Draft Minimum Requirements

Summary of proposed updates and changes:

Climate and Natural Systems

Transportation

Water Resources

General Planning Requirements

30-35%

|dentify areas for protection and improvement

New or
Set goals and strategies for natural system resilience Significantly Updated

Requirements*

Address climate vulnerabilities and adaptation _
*estimate based on March 2025 Draft Req

Include GHG reduction targets and sector-specific inventories

Safety analysis, prioritize investments and incorporate local and regional plans
« Comprehensive pedestrian element
« Summarize ADA plan status and progress

ldentify stormwater BMPs, including native plantings and bioengineering

Map and describe DWSMAs, private wells, groundwater management areas, and their vulnerabilities

New minimum density, land guided for affordable housing, and staging requirements
Land Use Categories that include single family must include at least one additional product type



Next Steps




Next Steps

 Continue to enhance the new
website based on usability
feedback.

Develop a schedule of
technical assistance
resources to be developed

pre and post website launch.

Continue to update website
and resources during the
comprehensive planning
period and beyond.
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Emma Dvorak

Senior Planner
Community Development Division
Emma.dvorak@metc.state.mn.us
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