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Today’s Agenda

Local Planning Handbook Update

Background

Engagement and Updates

Next Steps
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Background
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What is the Local Planning Handbook?

The One-Stop-Shop for Comprehensive Planning

• Designed to support communities with the update of their local 
comprehensive plans.

• Clear guidance on minimum requirements and how to meet them

• Tools, maps, resources, and technical assistance

• To help meet minimum requirements

• To get more out of their local planning process

• To help with a variety of planning issues of interest to communities 
across the region

• Community-specific information and checklists

• Training and resources beyond the minimum requirements

New Local Planning Handbook Launch: August 2025
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Local Planning Handbook: 
Plan Elements

Plan Element Pages

• Landing page for each 
required element

• Information and Resources 
relevant to subject area

• Factsheets

• Templates

• Policy Plan Summary

• Links to External 
Resources

• Get More Out Of Your Plan
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Local Planning Handbook:
Community Pages

Community Pages

Community Specific Information

• Regional Growth Forecasts

• Affordable Housing Need 

• Sewer Allocation Forecasts

• Interactive Map

• Checklist of Minimum Requirements 

• System Statements
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Local Planning Handbook:
Technical Assistance

• Guidance on Council Policy/ Review Process

• Templates and Model Ordinances 

• Best Practices/ Local Highlights 

• Fact Sheets 

• Educational and Training Resources
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Engagement
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Research methods informing updates

Testing

Watch/record users 

complete relevant activities 

on live or test site

• 4 – 6 participants can 

identify about 80% of 

usability issues

• Useful throughout process

Use the Local Planning 

Handbook to... 

Interviews

Talk with users about their 

work, environment, 

preferences 

• Before building new or 

substantial revisions/ 

updates

• Language, most valued 

resources

Tells us about your 

experience and team... 

Surveys

Gather user information, 

opinions on broader scale

• Confirm or follow-up to 

other findings 

• Ratings or rankings of 

existing or planned 

features 

Rate your need for specific 

data about... 
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Website and Resource Updates (so far)

Most relevant information at the top

Customized, ready to go maps

Interactive, regional map- data 

visualization

Staging Site- Work In Progress

Tools and Resources: Community 

Specific Datasets, GHG Emissions Tool, 

Natural Systems Inventory, grant 

information etc.
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Local Government Focus Groups

Purpose of the Focus Groups

• Gather feedback from stakeholders on draft minimum 
requirements

• Align minimum requirements with Imagine 2050

• Assess clarity, accessibility, and resource needs

• Identify gaps in existing tools & support

Participants

• 6 representatives from developed communities

• 9 representatives from developing communities 

• 2 consultants

• Mix of new and experienced planners

Structure

• Two meetings per cohort, one week apart (4 meetings total)

• Materials shared in advance (2040 & draft 2050 Minimum 
Requirements)

• Sessions recorded and transcribed

• Internal meeting summaries prepared
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Focus Group Results

Key Themes

Clarity & Context

• Unclear language (Mandatory vs. Suggested)

• Need for rationale behind requirements ("The Why")

Checklist & Structure

• Checklist order 

Density, Land Use & Zoning

• Foresee challenges with projections and staging

• More guidance needed on ADUs, and zoning vs. land use

Tools & Support

• Tech assistance, templates, and GIS data

• Strong reliance on Handbook

• More engagement with sector reps
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Summary of proposed updates and changes:

Climate and Natural Systems

• Identify areas for protection and improvement

• Set goals and strategies for natural system resilience

• Address climate vulnerabilities and adaptation

• Include GHG reduction targets and sector-specific inventories

Transportation
• Safety analysis, prioritize investments and incorporate local and regional plans

• Comprehensive pedestrian element

• Summarize ADA plan status and progress

Water Resources

• Identify stormwater BMPs, including native plantings and bioengineering

• Map and describe DWSMAs, private wells, groundwater management areas, and their vulnerabilities

General Planning Requirements

• New minimum density, land guided for affordable housing, and staging requirements

• Land Use Categories that include single family must include at least one additional product type

Draft Minimum Requirements

30-35%
New or 

Significantly Updated 

Requirements*

*estimate based on March 2025 Draft Req
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

• Continue to enhance the new 
website based on usability 
feedback.

• Develop a schedule of 
technical assistance 
resources to be developed 
pre and post website launch.

• Continue to update website 
and resources during the 
comprehensive planning 
period and beyond.



Emma Dvorak

Senior Planner
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