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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There have been questions from Council members on criteria for regional parks, as well as our system plan.  

Since the Council is also working on goals and indicators regarding parks in the Thrive process, 
we thought it would be timely to provide an overview of the regional parks system in the context of local and State/Fed parks.




Continuum of Park Types in the 
Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 

Outdoor Recreation in the  
Metropolitan Area 

State Parks/Federal 
Lands 

Regional Parks 

Local Parks 

Private Recreation 

Council purview 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outdoor recreation in the metro area consists of a number of components, including:

Not going to focus on private recreation as part of this presentation, but want to acknowledge it

Together, all of these areas make up the outdoor recreation system in the region.  All have specific roles and all are important.

Golf Courses, 
Carpenter Nature Center
Dodge Nature Center



National Parks/Federal Lands 
• National Parks conserve the scenery and the 

natural and historic objects and wildlife therein, 
and leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of 
future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 5 National Parks in Minnesota 
 

• The National Wildlife Refuge System consists of a 
national network of lands and waters set aside 

   to conserve America’s fish, wildlife, and plants. 
 
 

Yellowstone National Park Yosemite National Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many people may think of Yellowstone or Yosemite when I mention national parks, but 
There are actually 5 national parks in MN

Additionally, there is the National Wildlife Refuge System, managed by the US Fish and Wildlife Service

Grand Portage National Monument
Voyaguers National Park
Pipestone National Monument
Mississippi River National River and Recreation Area
St Croix National Scenic Riverway



National Parks/Federal Lands in the 
Metropolitan Area 

• Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Minnesota Valley  
   National Wildlife Refuge 

Photo:  National Parks Service 

Photo:  National Parks Service 

Photo:  CityKnown.com 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 54,000-acre Mississippi National River and Recreation Area was established by Congress in 1988. A true partnership park, the National Park Service owns very little land and works with 25 local governments, several state agencies and numerous organizations to protect the globally significant resources along the 72-mile stretch of river running through the Minneapolis/Saint Paul metro area. 

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway preserves, protects, restores, enhances, and interprets the riverway's exceptional natural and cultural resources for the enjoyment of present and future generations.




Minnesota State Parks  

Itasca State Park 
Photo:  Minnesota DNR 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next, let’s move to State Parks.  As you can see from this map, MN is blessed with State Parks.
In fact the MN State Park system is the second oldest in the country, after New York’s.

(Itasca 1891)



• William O’Brien State Park  
• Fort Snelling State Park 
• Afton State Park 
• Minnesota Valley State Recreation Area 
 

State Parks in the Metropolitan Area 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
4 State Parks in the metro area

William O’Brien State Park was the first State Park in the 7 county metro area—established in the mid 1940s.  Due to its close proximity to the metro area, this became a very popular State Park.

Fort Snelling State Park was established in 1962

Afton State Park was authorized in 1969 to alleviate overcrowding at Wm OBrien




State Trails in the Metropolitan Area 

• Minnesota Valley State 
Trail 

• Gateway State Trail 
• Luce Line State Trail 



Creation of the Regional Parks System 
In 1974, State Legislature found that: 
  
 •  Pressure of urbanization 
and development 
threatens the most 
valuable remaining large 
recreational open 
spaces in the metropolitan 
area at the same time as 
the need for such areas is 
increased 

Spring Lake Park Reserve—     
Dakota County 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The population of the metro area increased significantly in the 1960s.  The Legislature authorized 3 state parks during that decade.

 Pressure of urbanization and development threatens the most valuable remaining large recreational open spaces 
in the metropolitan area at the same time as the need for such areas is increased

The DNR’s focus was the State Park system.  There was this newly created body called the Met Council that focused on the metro area.



Identify land, which together with State parks and trails, will meet 
the recreational needs of the people of the metropolitan area… 

Cottage Grove Ravine  Regional Park—     
Washington County 

1974 Metropolitan Parks Act 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 1974 Metropolitan Parks Act established the regional parks system. 
It created the first Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission, who began analyzing where regional parks and trails should be sited.  
The Metropolitan Parks Act authorized the  Metropolitan Council to:  Identify land, which together with State Parks and Trails will meet the outdoor recreational needs of the people of the Metropolitan Area, and 




.. and grant capital funds to regional park agencies to implement 
the Regional Parks Policy Plan. 

1974 Metropolitan Parks Act 

Hyland Bush Anderson Lakes Park Reserve—     
Bloomington & Three Rivers Park District 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Grant capital funds to regional park agencies to implement the Regional Parks Policy Plan. 




Regional Parks are the State 
Parks of the Metropolitan Area 

Minnehaha Regional Park—     
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The essence of the Metropolitan Parks Act was that regional parks are the State Parks of the metro area.



Regional Parks System 
• Natural resource based 

 

• Focused on water 
bodies 

 

• Passive recreation 
 

• Provide recreation and 
resource restoration that 
local governments may 
not be able to do on their 
own 
 
 

French Regional Park—       
Three Rivers Park District 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like the State system, the regional parks system is based on high quality natural resources
Focused on water bodies—such as lakes and rivers
Provides passive recreation opportunities—such as walking, biking, swimming, picknicking. that don’t require a lot of programming 

Provide recreation opportunities and natural resource restoration that cross juridciational boundaries and like other Council systems—
deals with things that local governments may not be able to efficiently do on their own.

Paid for by the region and the State as well as local government.

Met Council has direct 



• 100 to 500 acres 
• 39 regional parks open to 

the public 
• Diversity of nature-based 

resources 
• Swimming, boating, 

picnicking, walking & 
biking on trails 

Long Lake Regional Park—     
Ramsey County 

Regional Parks 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Regional Parks are typically 200-500 acres in size. 
 (Occasionally, because of the quality of the resource, an exception may be made and a regional park may be as small as 100 acres.)
Access to water bodies is very important.
These parks provide natural resource related recreational activities.  
Other types of recreational facilities, such as ball fields for organized athletic leagues are better suited to local parks and are not provided in regional parks.  



• 1,000 to 5,000 acres 
• 12 park reserves open to 

the public 
• 80% natural habitat 
• Environmental education, 

nature centers, 
campgrounds, walking/ 
biking trails 

Baker Park Reserve—       
Three Rivers Park District 

Park Reserves 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 12 park reserves in the regional system.
These are substantially larger than regional parks—typically 1,000 to 5,000 acres.
In order to protect high quality natural resources 80% of the land is set aside for natural habitat, 
with recreational development limited to 20% of the land.



• 38 regional trails 
• Link regional parks and 

park reserves 
• 308 miles open to the 

public 
• Walking, biking, inline 

skating 

Mississippi River Regional Trail—     
Anoka County 

Regional Trails 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we have 38 regional trails spanning 308 miles.
These trails follow streams, rivers and former railroad beds.
A big focus of our long range planning is on trails.
Our updated Regional Parks Policy Plan has made a distinction between linking trails and destination trails or greenways.
Linking trails are typically trails parallel to roadways that get the user from point A to point B.
Destination trails or greenways are a destination in and of themselves and provide a high quality recreational experience mixed with natural resources.  
An example of a destination trail is Minnehaha Parkway RT.



• Como Zoo 
• Como Conservatory 
• Noerenberg Gardens 
• Square Lake 
• Gale Woods Farm 
• Silverwood 
• The Landing 

Special Recreation Features 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Special recreation features provide opportunities not provided in the parks, park reserves or trail corridors--they often require a unique managing or programming effort.
Square Lake in Washington County:  was designated as a Regional 'Special Recreation Feature', because of its outstanding water quality. The lake has some of the clearest waters in Minnesota, and draws scuba divers and swimmers from throughout the Metropolitan Region. 
Gale Woods Farm in Three Rivers Park District:  Gale Woods features a working educational farm. The farm provides opportunities for visitors of all ages to enjoy experiences that enhance their understanding of agriculture, food production and land stewardship. 
Silverwood: integrates 3 concepts—arts, environmental education and gardens to serve as a center for arts and the environment.
The Landing (formerly known as Murphy’s Landing) in Shakopee was added to the Regional Parks System through the latest Regional Parks Policy Plan.  It is park that provides a historical representation of life in a river town in the 1800s.



Regional Park System Planning 

  

  

         

 

   

   

 

  

   

  



Natural 
Resources 

Acreage Regional Draw 

Regional Parks 
System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve talked about the acreage requirements and the focus on high quality natural resources.
A third leg of the system is whether the park has a regional draw.
Threshold of 40% non-local visits—people coming from outside the park agency’s jurisdiction.
I live in Minneapolis.  When I visit Lebanon Hills RP in Dakota County, I am considered a non-local visitor.
The amenities at Lebanon Hills are special enough that it’s worth it to me to travel there.  
I can find things that are not provided by local parks near my house.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Service area for Central Mississippi Riverfront RP, which includes the Stone Arch Bridge and Nicollet Island in downtown Mpls





Local Parks 
• Tot lots, neighborhood parks, ball fields and 

courts, community centers 
• Serve the local community 
• May offer active and passive recreation 
• Parks are “brought to the people” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Serve the local community and are usually paid for by the local community, whether through local property taxes or park dedication fees for developers.
Local park planning is based on residential development—parks are brought to where the people are




    

     

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you’ve been working on Thrive, there was a proposed indicator looking at people within .5 mile of local parks
And 1 mile of regional parks.  You’ve seen on previous slides that regional parks serve many more people than within 1 mile radius.

Let’s play this out, however.  Here’s a map of Minneapolis.  The parks are shown in green.

This next map shows .5 mile radius around the parks.  As you can see, Minneapolis is well covered, with the exception of the far 
NE section of the City.  This is the area around 35W and Highway 280, which is primarily industrial land.  We do have a regional trail search corridor through that area for completion of the Missing Link of the Grand Rounds, however.

This next overlay shows a 1 mile buffer around the regional aprks.  As you can see, Minneapolis is very well served.



    

     

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I decided to do this same exercise in a suburban area.
Since Council Members Wulff and Chavez are from Dakota County, I chose Eagan.
The white areas in the northeast portion of the City show where there isn’t a park within .5 mile.
This is also an industrial area.

What do all of these maps show us?  That we are very lucky to live in a region with such strong parks planning—at the federal, state, regional and local level.



The Parks and Trails Fund receives 
14.25% of the sales tax revenue 
resulting from the Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy amendment.  
 
Those funds may only be spent to 
support parks and trails of regional or 
statewide significance. 
 
 

Statewide Recognition of 
Regional Parks System 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have received suggestions as part of the Thrive process to redefine what a regional park is.

Just so you know, the Clean Water Land and Legacy constitutional amendment reserves money for the Parks and Trails Fund,
Which receives 14.25% of the sales tax revenue.

These funds may only be spent to support parks and trail of regional or statewide significance.  
We know what State parks and trails are, and regional parks and trails in the metro area are defined in the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan.
The big unknown is what a regional park or trail in greater MN is.  Because we have such a well defined system,
Greater MN is modeling their work after our system.

So, if regional parks are redefined, there are Statewide implications for planning and funding.



Regional Park System Planning 
• Regional trails connect 

people to transit, community 
amenities and other 
regional parks and trails  

 

• Southwest Transitway 
 

• Bottineau Transitway 
 

• Bring “people to the parks” 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, as we move forward with the Thrive process, I’d like to share how we see regional parks planning responding:

Future planning for our system is heavily focused on regional trails—serving both a recreational and a transportation use
Connecting people to transit, to community amenities such as schools, libraries, commercial areas as well as to other regional parks and trails

The Southwest LRT—5 regional trails that will provide connections to the LRT.  Access will also be provided to our most popular RP—Minneapolis Chain of Lakes
Bottineau—connections to 4 regional trails and Theodore Wirth RP.

Since the system is natural resources based, we need to look at bringing people to the parks (rather than parks to the people in the local park model).



44 Million Visitors Can’t Be Wrong 



Questions? 

Jan Youngquist, AICP 
Planning Analyst—Regional Parks & Natural Resources 
 
jan.youngquist@metc.state.mn.us 
651-602-1029 

Community Development Committee 
February 4, 2013 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There have been questions from Council members on criteria for regional parks, as well as our system plan.  

Since the Council is also working on goals and indicators regarding parks in the Thrive process, 
we thought it would be timely to provide an overview of the regional parks system in the context of local and State/Fed parks.
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