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Wastewater Reuse
 

Supports Supports Relies on 
sustainable orderly, institutional 

water economical arrangements 
management development and cost of 

of the region service 
approach 
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Wastewater Reuse Policy Task Force 
Purpose 

To review the Council’s existing 
wastewater reuse policies and 
recommend clarifications needed 
to respond to opportunities for 
wastewater reuse. 

Approved by Metropolitan Council, March 22, 2017 
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Task Force Focus
 

Do wastewater If so, should the How should MCES 
reuse projects region, through partner with local 
have a regional MCES’ municipal communities or 

benefit? wastewater charge, water utilities for 
contribute a regional wastewater reuse 

cost share? projects? 

*Regional cost share: a fraction of the capital and operating cost of the facilities MCES
 
would need to build and operate to provide reclaimed water service
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Task Force Findings
 

Consensus Items:	 Non-Consensus 

 Reasons for wastewater reuse program Items: 
 Responsive approach  Regional cost share 
 Cooperation and partnership rather than 

competition 

 Cost-of-service basis for reclaimed water 
rate 

 Regional benefit evaluation 

 Funding from non-Council funds 

 If Council moves ahead with regional cost 
share, implement a pilot wastewater reuse 
program with: caps on cost share, user 
agreement, public input process, Council 
decision making 
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Sun1 mary of Wastewa~er-Reuse Re~all:ed Amemdm1 ents to llie 'Water Resources Polj cy Plan A~lterna·lives 

The ol lov1i g s mmarizes the a lterna ive amend men s o e Water Resources Policy Pian:s chap er 0111 a An lntegra ed S arte=gy for Water Reso rcesl:I, after the Finance 
~ecti o111 on page 43: 

Item AJte\rnalive 1: No Re,gjona) Cost 
Share 

AJ1tNnalive 2: I li)cludes Regional Cosl Share Based Oli) 
Reeiomal Enviroll mential and Development Benefits 

AJtNnaUve 3: Includes Regional Cosl Share Based 0111 

RegiomaI 'Wa5tewate1 SVslern Renefiit OmJv 
Wastewater 
Reuse 
Poti:cy 

1 Reda imed 1-vater cost : cost-cf­

.s,e · ce, case- y-case basis; no 

re=gio al cost sha e 

• Coopera e an p_a rtner \1Ji th 
Ioca I comm u · iecs 

• Pur.sue sou re:es o no n-Cou ci I 
fu ding 

• Project is consisten \1Ji'bh ti o"St 

commu ity1 s com pre ensive 
pla 111 

1 Co ncil may enter i o a joint 

pov.rers or o er agree ent \~{ 

th e o:st commu i y or e 
reel aimed v.rat e S;e , • ce 

1 Coun cil s ail I en er into a lo g­

t e m red aimed wa er service 
agreement wi each user 

• Redlai med water cost: cost-cf-se rv i iCe~ case-by­

case basis 

• Coopera e a 111 p-artmer \\li th loca I c·o m mun ities 

I regio al envLro mental and development 

bene its exist, impleme a regiona l cost shar 

C.a p the cu muI a ive regionaI cost sh a re of am 

reuse projects at maximum o 0.75% of total 

n nu al mun i cipa I i.~·aste,.~·ater charges 

(a p proximatefy$1.6 SM or S1/REC 

• Pursue s_ources o n on-Cou ci I fun ding 

• P oject is consiste \Yi~h ost commu · y's 

com rehens,ive plan 

• Co n cil may enter i o a joint po~Yers or o her 

agreement wi e ast com u · y or e 

reel aimiBd v.rate S:e ·ce 

1 Co n cil s al I en er into a lo g-term reda i me 

i.Ncrter service agreement with eadh user 

1 Reola i me water cost: oost-of-se rvice.. case-by-case 

basis 

• Coopera e a 111 partmer \~ith loca Icommunities 

I regio al \-J aste\-.iater system be efit exists 

implement regio al cost s are 

Cap the cu mu I a ive regiona I cost sh a re of aII reuse 

projects a maximum o 0. 75% of tota I annua 

mun ici pa I vi1a st ew a er c arge 

(a p proximatervs1. 6 SM or S1/REC 

• Pursue s_o rces o no n-Cou ci I fun ding 

• P oject is consisten \1Ji ti OJ.St com u · y's 

[Om rehensive plan 

• Coun cil may enter in o a joint po\vers or o er 

.agreement ljvi e hast comm u · y or e 

reelaimed wate se · ce 

1 Co n cil s ail I en er into a long- erm reda i me water 

~e ·ce ag eemen \-Yith ea[ user 

RegionaI wa stewa er syst em bene it rom a Reginna11 1 Not app Iicabl e Regiona l environmental a d development 
Benefit bene it s of reuse project wa ste~vater reuse project : 
Clitertc. & (1) increases reg~on 

1 

s \'lastev1ater reuse (1) regio nal \•lastev.rater system as been built o 
Proce.ss capabi lit~ 

(2) fosters regionrs e vironmenta l sustainabir v~ 

and 

( 3) fosters reg]on al economic development Uob 
creat io and/ or u i q uely adding to the 

regio 's i ndustr i a l/b usj ess portfolio) th a 
vould not happen \1Jit hout reclaimed wa er. 

Co ncil public hea ri g to obtain public inp prion 

to fi na I determination on regio al be efit an 

regio al cost share. 

erve lo g-term gro~vt in a s ub-regi o na] servi c 

area and the Departme o Natural Resources ha 

tated that i ssua nee o a ,Nater appropriation \\'OU Id 
involve a complex a d protract~ process due t 

concerns abo the area's long-term wa er supply 

and/ ori 

(2) project reduces MCES' surface \1Jater discharge~ 

delaying ca pita I improvements t o meet more 

tStri ngent regulatory require me ts 

C.o ncil public heari g o obta in public inp prior to 

f inal determination on regio al benefi t and regi onal 
cost share, 

Text high lighted in yellow is different from Alternative 1! 




Thrive Lens Analysis
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Proposed Action
 

• That the Metropolitan Council authorize a 
public hearing to gather public input on 
alternative wastewater reuse-related 
amendments to the Water Resource 
Policy Plan. 
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Questions
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