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Presentation Outline 
• Revisit drivers and approach to Priority Waters project 
• Update on project since last presentation 
• Introduction to outreach materials 
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Why Do We Need to Prioritize? 
• We have over 950 lakes and hundreds of miles of rivers and streams. 
• Future Council initiatives may ask: 

– Which waters to focus on protecting and restoring? 
– Which waters to target for monitoring and assessment? 
– Which waters to offer technical assistance on? 
– Which waters to target grants for? 
– Which waters to protect during construction projects? 
– Which waters to focus education around? 

We need priorities for plan-making and plan implementation 
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Used to set monitoring and assessment 

I I ., 

' 

- ·-· 

··+" ' . 
s 

• • 
-:::a;.:::a: ' ; --,t,;;;:r-;;;;::--- _J f"':::l_ .... -..Littlo 

ch.::J '5f • [1 Long 
- l I 

... Wht1letnil ~ , 
• 1. --Dutch , 

• 

- .- -

t 

0 5 

' .. 

Weaver 

• • 

HENN~PIN l .. .i1'ell';k• 
-', ! 11 

~ edicine 

~ ~ -

• ... 
•' •. . • 

Cedar ~ 
r• ,, 

r 
• 

10 15 20 

Miles 

I 

i, 

-._ 

Marcott 
~ . . 

-
DAKOTA 

' 

~ L. I 
, 

-----

I, 

• 

• 

; 

~ . 
[J < 

0 ,;i G1 

  

 

Current Priority Lakes List 
• 

priorities. 
• Lakes prioritized based on: 

– High regional recreational value 
– Water supply provider 
– Good water quality 
– Wildlife significance 
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Goals of the New Priority Waters List 
• Build on successes of the existing Priority Lakes List. 
• Add priority rivers and streams. 
• Be used for resource (grant and system investment) decisions. 
• Offer insights to other organizations as they prioritize projects and spend their 

valued resources. 
• Be a key lens for policies and activities included in the 2050 Water Resources 

Policy Plan. 
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Prioritization Approach 
The Priority Waters List is those waters the Council has determined to be 
regionally significant based on their uses and benefits. 

Method: Quantitative assessment using regional scale datasets. 
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Drinking Water Protection Equity 

Recreation and1 Tourism Industry and Utility 

Healthy Habitat Science and Education 

Tranquil Connection 
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Scoring Categories 
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Draft Priority Water List 
• Waters qualify based on top overall and/or category scores 
• Separate lakes list and rivers and streams list 

– 156 lakes 
– 78 waters 
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Outreach Effort 
• Audience 

– Internal staff: ES, Parks, Planning, Research 
– External partners: City, County, Watershed staff; MAWSAC/TAC members; WRPP 

advisory group, State agency staff 
– Elected/appointed officials: Council members, City council members 
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Outreach Materials 
• Project website: 

https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Projects/Priority-Waters-List.aspx 
– Explains the project and process 
– Shares draft Priority Waters List 

• Feedback survey 
– Do the categories make sense? 
– Do the waterbodies shown as priorities make sense? 
– Did we miss any datasets or incorrectly score waterbodies? 
– Is this product something you can make use of in your work? 

• Can we modify it to make it more useful? 
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Outreach Website 
• Recommend visiting: 

– Introductory text 
– Priority Waters List Approach 
– Water History and Context 
– Scoring Categories 
– Draft Priority Waters List 
– Provide Feedback 

• Data and Methods for analysis details. 
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Water History and Context Section 
• History of the Twin Cities is intimately tied to water. 
• Different peoples who have lived in the area think about and value water in 

different ways. 
• Priority Waters List is a snapshot in time. 
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Priority Waters List: Lakes 
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Draft Priority Waters List Section 
• Explore the list in two ways: 

1. Searchable and sortable lists 
2. Map 
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Next Steps 
• Internal and external outreach to local and regional partners Now-end 2021 
• Revise and finalize list Early 2022 
• Publication and outreach 2022 
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Questions 
Emily Resseger 

Environmental Analyst 
emily.resseger@metc.state.mn.us 

651-602-1033 

Judy Sventek 
Manager, Water Resources 

Judy.Sventek@metc.state.mn.us 
651-602-1156 

Henry McCarthy 
Environmental Scientist 

henry.mccarthy@metc.state.mn.us 
651-602-1946 

Erik Herberg 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
erik.Herberg@metc.state.mn.us 

651-602-1473 15 
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