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¹ Policy Action : Actions dependent on external stakeholders / outside collaboration to realize; Operational Action : Actions coordinated exclusively by Council staff 

Source Action Theme Policy Action vs. Operational Action?¹ THRIVE MSP 2040 Outcome Division Status Comments

2019 METC Goals Continue to offer and expand technical assistance and support for local governments, such as SolSmart, climate planning tools, 
and model ordinances and plans. 

Energy Operational Action Sustainability CD Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Partner with local governments to identify emerging mitigation and adaptation issues and design approaches and solutions to 
address those issues, such as around the urban tree canopy. 

Adaptation Policy Action Sustainability CD Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Explore opportunities to address climate resilience with other outcomes, such as through the Brightfields project. Energy Operational Action Sustainability CD Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Continue to participate in and convene regional conversations regarding adaptation and resilience, including identifying the 
costs of inaction. 

Regional Leadership Policy Action Sustainability RA

2019 METC Goals Achieve 100% clean energy for Council Services/operation by 2040 (via our Green Energy Partnership with Xcel); accelerate if 
possible. 

Energy Operational Action Sustainability All Ongoing

2019 METC Goals
Prioritize funding to reduce transit emissions though fleet replacement with no or low emissions buses, electrification, or 
alternative fuels. Focus deployment of these buses on routes through areas of concentrated poverty. Partner with suburban 
transit providers and state-wide providers to share information around new technologies.  

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability MT, MTS Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Design and construct all new Council facilities to meet SB2030 standards. Improve energy efficiency of existing facilities where 
opportunities exist. 

Energy Operational Action Sustainability All

2019 METC Goals Develop emissions and infrastructure targets and goals for Council wastewater, transit, and general operations, such as resource 
recovery, energy consumption, treatment capacity. 

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability All Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Develop direction and strategies integrating the Council’s climate-related research and analysis to support future regional 
planning efforts. 

Regional Leadership Operational Action Sustainability CD Ongoing

2019 METC Goals Integrate climate adaptation goals and strategies into the Council’s operations, infrastructure investments, and regional 
planning principles.  

Adaptation Operational Action Sustainability All

2019 METC Goals Explore new approaches for supporting local governments and collaborating with regional partners. Regional Leadership Operational Action Sustainability CD, RA Ongoing
2019 METC Goals Identify and implement actions for meeting and exceeding air and water quality standards. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES Ongoing
2019 METC Goals Open Green Line Extension, Orange Line, D Line and 2 additional ABRT lines by 2023. Transit Service Operational Action Livability MT, MTS
2019 METC Goals Secure funding for additional transit expansion, including Network Next. Transit Service Operational Action Livability MT, MTS
2019 METC Goals Address the shortage of operators and other critical transit workers through workforce initiatives. Transit Service Operational Action Livability MT, MTS
2019 METC Goals Continue expansion of MnPASS and other transit advantages and implement congestion mitigation projects. Traffic Management Operational Action Livability MT, MTS
2019 METC Goals With expanded funding, implement the bus electrification plan. Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability MT, MTS
2019 METC Goals Work with TAB to fund unique, climate-focused projects proposed through Regional Solicitation. Transit Infrastructure Policy Action Stewardship CD, MT, MTS Ongoing
2019 METC Goals Implement highway spot mobility improvements. Traffic Management Operational Action Stewardship MT, MTS

2019 METC Goals Reduce regional greenhouse gas emissions from transportation to meet State of Minnesota’s Next Generation Energy Act Goals. Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability MT, MTS

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Work with the watershed management structure in the metro area on issues that transcend watershed organization boundaries 
to prepare water management plans that promote the protection and restoration of local and regional water resources (lakes, 
rivers, streams, wetlands and groundwater).

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Through the review process for comprehensive plans, local water plans, and watershed management plans, make water 
resources management a critical part of land use decisions, planning protocols and procedures to ensure these plans are making 
progress toward achieving state and regional goals for protection and restoration of water resources. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide technical and financial assistance to local governments and other partners on water issues and water management 
activities.

Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Facilitate discussions on regional water issues that transcend community or watershed organization boundaries. Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship RA, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide technical information to watershed organizations on practices to use and incorporate into their plans that protect water 
quality for water supply sources.

Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship RA, MCES Ongoing

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Support educational efforts through partnership opportunities with agricultural communities in the region and collar counties on 
watershed issues. 

Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship RA, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Collaborate with state agencies, watershed organizations, and community water suppliers to update the regional Master Water 
Supply Plan.

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES Complete

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Support community efforts to improve water supply resiliency by cooperatively identifying economically and technically feasible 
water supply alternatives.

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan As required by Minnesota Statutes, review and comment on local water supply plans. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan As requested by the DNR, review and comment on Groundwater Management Areas and water appropriation permits. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan As required by Minnesota Statutes, review and comment on wellhead protection and county groundwater plans. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Facilitate discussions on water supply issues that transcend community boundaries, through subregional work groups and on an 
ad hoc basis as needed.

Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship RA, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Collaborate with partners to perform special studies as needed. Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan With our many partners, monitor the quality of regional lakes and rivers and the quality and flow of regional streams. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Work with our partners to fill gaps in assessments of lake, stream, river, and groundwater data. Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Assess and evaluate long-term water quality trends for the region’s lakes, streams, and rivers and identify key issues to be 
addressed.

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing 

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Maintain a regional database that contains easily accessible water quality, quantity and other water-related information 
collected as part of the Council’s monitoring programs. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan In partnership with others, complete technical studies to understand regional and subregional long-term water supply 
availability and demand. 

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES Ongoing

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Support community efforts to identify and evaluate the economic and technical feasibility of water supply approaches and best 
practices that increase water conservation, enhance groundwater recharge, and make the best use of groundwater, surface 
water, reclaimed wastewater, and stormwater.

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Convene stakeholders and collaborate with partners to identify implementation paths for water quality improvement. Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship MCES, RA

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Identify and pursue options to reuse treated wastewater to supplement groundwater and surface water as sources of water to 
support regional growth, when economically feasible.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Promote water supply resiliency through the use of stormwater best management practices that minimize aquifer impacts and 
maximize groundwater recharge, where practical.

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Promote water conservation measures, including tool development and outreach. Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES, RA
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Encourage low-impact development, land uses, and cooperative water use practices that minimize impacts on aquifers. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Investigate reusing treated wastewater, and when cost-effective, implement reuse. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide research and guidance on best management practices to use for effective surface water management. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan In partnership with others, research and promote the development of innovative best management practices, including low-
impact development technologies and agricultural best practices.

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship CD, MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Install and monitor innovative practices to reduce nonpoint-source pollution at Council facilities and support economically 
feasible projects that demonstrate new technologies and their effectiveness. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship ALL

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide a level of wastewater service commensurate with the needs of the growing metro area, and in an environmentally sound 
manner.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide sufficient capacity in the wastewater system to meet the growth projections and long-term service area needs identified 
in approved local comprehensive sewer plans. 

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Stage wastewater system improvements, when feasible, to reduce the financial risks associated with inherent uncertainty in 
growth forecasts.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Potentially implement early land acquisition and work closely with communities to preserve utility corridors when it is necessary 
to expand its facilities or locate new facilities needed to implement the wastewater system plan.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Efficiently use existing sewer investments in developing and redeveloping areas. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Preserve unsewered areas inside the Long-Term Wastewater Service Area for future development that can be sewered 
economically.

Wastewater Opearational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Extend wastewater service to suburban communities if the service area contains at least 1,000 developable acres. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Require that all communities currently served by the regional wastewater system remain in the system. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Acquire wastewater treatment plants from suburban communities outside the current service area, based upon their request 
through the comprehensive plan and comprehensive sewer plan process, after soliciting customer input and conducting a public 
hearing on the request.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan

Accept the wastewater service request only when the following criteria are met:
-   The community accepts the Council’s growth forecasts, as well as preserves at least 1,000 developed or developable acres for 
growth through the land use planning authority of the county or adjacent township(s) or through an orderly annexation 
agreement or similar mechanism to provide for staged, orderly growth in the surrounding area. 
-   The community has a DNR-approved water supply plan.
-   The community has adequate transportation access.
-   The community lies within the Long-Term Wastewater Service Area or other regional benefits would result, such as economic 
development unique to the rural area or preservation of high-value water resources. 
-   There are feasible and economical options for siting and permitting an expanded wastewater treatment plant or for extending 
interceptor service. 
-    The Council has sought customer input, has conducted appropriate financial analysis, and has conducted a public hearing on 
the community’s wastewater service request

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Convene a work group of urban customer representatives to advise the Council regarding growth forecast uncertainty, 
transportation to support the growth forecast, and the identifiable regional benefits.  

Wastewater Policy Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Require that, if the most economical and beneficial wastewater service option is to construct a regional interceptor to serve the 
community, the Council will not acquire the community’s wastewater treatment plant, and the community will be responsible for 
decommissioning its treatment plant.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan

Not allow connections to the regional wastewater system outside the sewered rural community. The Council may construct 
capacity to serve the long-term needs of the rural and agricultural planning areas, but will not provide service until the Council, 
in consultation with the appropriate community, designates the area as a developing community and the community amends its 
comprehensive plan accordingly.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Preserve areas outside the Long-Term Wastewater Service Area for agricultural and rural uses, while protecting significant 
natural resources, supporting groundwater recharge, protecting source water quality, and allowing limited unsewered 
development.

Wastewater Opertional Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
To ensure that failing systems do not cause the need to prematurely extend the metropolitan disposal system, the Council, 
through the local comprehensive planning process, requires that communities submit copies of their ordinances for subsurface 
sewage treatment systems and information on their management programs for these systems.

Wastewater Opertional Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan The Council will continue to support State rules for subsurface sewage treatment systems and other private wastewater systems. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan The Council will allow a community to connect a failing subsurface sewage treatment system or other private wastewater 
treatment system to the regional wastewater system at the community’s expense.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Invest in nonpoint-source pollution control when the cost and long-term benefits are favorable compared to further upgrading 
wastewater treatment. 

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Consider pollutant trading or off-set opportunities with nonpoint-sources of pollution when cost-effective and environmentally 
beneficial. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Invest in wastewater reuse when justified by the benefits for supplementing groundwater and surface water as sources of 
nonpotable water to support regional growth, and by the benefits for maintaining water quality.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Potentially invest strategically to further the effectiveness of the region’s nonpoint-source pollution prevention and control 
program and to ensure efficient investment to achieve regional water quality objectives.

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan

Support cost-effective investments in water supply infrastructure to promote sustainable use and protect the region’s water 
supplies by:
   -    Developing criteria to identify water supply projects with regional benefit.
   -    Promoting equitable cost-sharing structure(s) for regionally beneficial water supply development projects.
   -    Supporting cost-benefit analyses of alternative water supply options.
   -    Identifying funding mechanisms for regionally beneficial water supply development projects

Water Supply Management Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Implement and enforce Waste Discharge Rules for the regional wastewater system. Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Preserve regional wastewater system assets of the Council through effective maintenance, assessment of condition and 
capacity, and capital investment.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Accept septage, biosolids, leachate, and other hauled liquid waste at designated sites, provided that the waste can be efficiently 
and effectively processed.

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Reuse treated wastewater to meet nonpotable water needs within Council wastewater treatment facilities where economically 
feasible.

Wastewater Operational Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide industries with incentives to pretreat wastewater to reduce its strength and thus provide the most environmental and 
economical benefit for the region. 

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Generate energy from biosolids processing, utilize energy-efficient processes and equipment, and reduce building-energy use. Energy Operational Action Stewardship MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Pursue other renewable energy sources, such as solar power generation, thermal energy recovery, and new technologies – such 
as fuel cells − as they become proven and economical.

Energy Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Stabilize and reduce the volume of biosolids through thermal processing or anaerobic digestion, and utilize the remaining solids 
as fertilizer and soil conditioner.

Waste Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Improve sustainability of wastewater operations, when economically feasible. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Maintain and rehabilitate Council interceptors to minimize inflow and infiltration. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Develop inflow and infiltration goals for all communities served by the regional wastewater system. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Require all communities served by the regional wastewater system to include its inflow and infiltration mitigation program in its 
comprehensive sewer plan, including a program to mitigate sources of inflow and infiltration from private property.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

This tool feautures Council actions across five foundational documents: Thrive MSP 2040 Land Use Policy, 2019 METC Goals, 2040 Transportation Plan, 2040 Water 
Resources Plan, and 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan. The goal is to identify the committments Met Council has made thus far, track progress on those actions, and 
identify areas for future work. As an initial step, BH has assigned actions to the relevant divisions and marked status, as identified in Current State documents.



2040 Water Resources Policy Plan

Limit expansion of service within those communities where excessive inflow and infiltration jeopardizes the Council’s ability to 
convey wastewater without an overflow or backup occurring, or limits the capacity in the system to the point where the Council 
can no longer provide additional wastewater services. The Council will work with those communities on a case-by-case basis, 
based on the applicable regulatory requirements.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Potentially institute a wastewater rate demand charge for those communities that have not met their inflow and infiltration 
goal(s), if the community has not been implementing an effective inflow and infiltration reduction program as determined by the 
Council, or if regulations and/or regulatory permits require Council action to ensure regulatory compliance. 

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
The wastewater demand charge will include the cost of wastewater storage facilities and/or other improvements necessary to 
avoid overloading Council conveyance and treatment facilities, and the appropriate charges for use of capacity beyond the 
allowable amount of inflow and infiltration.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Work with the State to attempt to (1) make funds available for inflow and infiltration mitigation, and (2) promote statutes, rules, 
and regulations to encourage I/I mitigation.

Water Supply Management Policy Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Develop a program to assist communities with reducing inflow and infiltration from private property sources. Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Metropolitan wastewater charges will be allocated among local government units based on volume of wastewater treated. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Industrial wastewater strength charges will be based on actual or average discharge strength above domestic wastewater 
strength.

Wastewater Policy Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Load charges for septage, portable-toilet waste, holding-tank wastewater and out-of-region wastes will be uniform for each type 
of load, and based on the volume of the load, the average strength of the types of loads, and the costs of receiving facilities.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
Sewer availability charges (SAC) will be uniform within the urban area based on capacity demand classes of customers and the 
SAC Procedure Manual. Sewer availability charges for a rural center will be based on the reserve capacity and debt service of 
facilities specific to the rural center. 

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Other fees recovering costs of specific services may be imposed, as approved by the Council. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Cost-sharing between the Council and a local governmental unit may be used when construction of regional wastewater 
facilities provides additional local benefits for an incremental increase in costs. 

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Facilities that are no longer a necessary part of the regional wastewater system will be conveyed to the benefiting local 
governmental unit, or will be abandoned or sold, pursuant to related statutes

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan The Council will seek customer input prior to, and give at least three months, notice of, any material changes in the design of 
charges.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan The Council will continue efforts to work to simplify and improve SAC and to communicate to customers. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan In partnership with others, research and promote low-impact development, land use practices, agricultural best practices, and 
cooperative water use practices that minimize impacts on aquifers and maximize groundwater recharge, where practical. 

Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Provide research and guidance on best management practices for effective surface water management. Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Install and monitor innovative nonpoint-source pollution reduction practices at Council facilities and support economically 
feasible projects that demonstrate new technologies and their effectiveness. 

Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Promote and support water conservation measures, including education, outreach and tool development. Public Outreach/Communications Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan To supplement groundwater and surface water, investigate reusing treated wastewater as sources of nonpotable water to 
support regional growth, and when cost-effective, implement reuse.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan

Council shall use a cost-of-service, case-by-case approach to wastewater reuse in cooperation and partnership with local 
communities. The Council will evaluate the potential regional benefit of a potential wastewater reuse project and, if the Council’s 
criteria are met, will determine an appropriate cost share, provided that the cumulative regional cost share shall not exceed 
0.75% of the total annual municipal wastewater charges.

Wastewater Policy Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Water Resources Policy Plan Council shall report about the wastewater reuse pilot program at Council’s annual budget outreach meetings. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council and regional transit providers will use regional transit design guidelines and performance standards, as appropriate 
based on Transit Market Areas, to manage the transit network, to respond to demand, and balance performance and geographic 
coverage.

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MCES

2040 Transportation Policy Plan

The Council, working with MnDOT through their Enhancing Financial Effectiveness (EFE) efforts, and other relevant jurisdictions, 
will continue to maintain a Congestion Management Process for the region’s principal arterials to meet federal requirements. 
The Congestion Management Process will incorporate and coordinate the various activities of MnDOT, transit providers, 
counties, cities and transportation management organizations to increase the multimodal efficiency and people-moving 
capacity of the National Highway System

Regional Highway System Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council will work with MnDOT and local governments to implement a system of MnPASS lanes and transit advantages that 
support fast, reliable alternatives to single-occupancy vehicle travel in congested
highway corridors.

Regional Highway System Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council will support an interagency approach to preserving right-of-way for future transportation projects that are 
consistent with the Transportation Policy Plan.

Regional Highway System Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan Local governments should lead planning efforts for land use in transit-oriented station areas, small-areas, or corridors, with the 
support of the Council and other stakeholders

Transit-Oriented Development Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council will support investments in A-minor arterials that build, manage, or improve the system’s ability to supplement the 
capacity of the principal arterial system and support access to the region’s job, activity, and industrial and manufacturing 
concentrations.

Regional Highway System Operational Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council and regional transit providers will expand and modernize transit service, facilities, systems, and technology, to meet 
growing demand, improve the customer experience, improve access to destinations, and maximize the efficiency of investments. 

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council will provide paratransit service complementary to the region’s regular route transit system for individuals who are 
certified by the Council under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Transit Service Operational Action Livability MT, MTS Ongoing

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council and regional transit providers will provide coordinated transit options, including general public dial-a-ride and 
vanpool subsidies, in areas of the region not served by regular-route transit. Service levels for these options will be based on 
available resources and needs.

Transit Service Operational Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council, MnDOT, regional railroad authorities, and railroad companies will pursue short- and long-term improvements to 
accommodate future freight and passenger rail demand.

Regional Freight System Policy Action Prosperity MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council and MnDOT should work together with cities and counties to provide efficient connections from major freight 
terminals and facilities to the regional highway system, including the federally designated Primary Freight Network.

Regional Freight System Policy Action Prosperity MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council and airport sponsors will maintain a system of reliever airports to augment the Minneapolis-Saint Paul International 
Airport that are accessible within reasonable travel times from all parts of the
metropolitan area.

Regional Airport System Policy Action Prosperity MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan

The Council and its transportation partners will identify and pursue the level of increased funding needed to create a multimodal 
transportation system that is safe, well-maintained, offers modal choices, manages and eases congestion, provides reliable 
access to jobs and opportunities, facilitates the shipping of freight, connects and enhances communities, and shares benefits 
and impacts equitably among all communities
and users

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council will coordinate with other agencies planning and pursuing transportation investments that strengthen connections 
to other regions in Minnesota and the Upper Midwest, the nation, and world including intercity bus and passenger rail, highway 
corridors, air service, and freight infrastructure.

Transit Infrastructure Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council and its partners will invest in regional transit and bicycle systems that improve connections to jobs and opportunity, 
promote economic development, and attract and retain businesses and workers in the region on the established transit 
corridors.

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council, MnDOT, and local governments will invest in a transportation system that provides travel conditions that compete 
well with peer metropolitan areas.

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council and MnDOT will work with transportation partners to identify the impacts of highway congestion on freight and 
identify cost-effective mitigation.

Regional Freight System Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
The Council, Metropolitan Airports Commission, MnDOT, and other agencies will work together to maintain a strong regional 
airport system, including maintaining the Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport as
a major national and international passenger hub and reliever airports that serve business travel.

Regional Airport System Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan
Regional transportation partners recognize the role of transportation choices in reducing emissions and will support state and 
regional goals for reducing greenhouse gas and air pollutant emissions. The Council will provide information and technical 
assistance to local governments in measuring and reducing transportation-related emissions.

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan The Council and MnDOT will consider reductions in transportation-related emissions of air pollutants and greenhouse gases 
when prioritizing transportation investments.

Carbon Mitigation Policy Action Sustainability MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan

Local governments will identify opportunities for and adopt guiding land use policies that support future growth around transit 
stations and near high-frequency transit service. The Council will work with local governments in this effort by providing 
technical assistance and coordinating the implementation of transit-oriented development. The Council will also prioritize 
investments in transit expansion in areas where infrastructure and development patterns to support a successful transit system 
are either in place or committed to in the planning or development process. 

Transit-Oriented Development Policy Action Livability CD, MT, MTS

2040 Transportation Policy Plan Metropolitan Council, MnDOT, and local governments will plan, build, operate, maintain, and rebuild an adequate system of 
interconnected highways and local roads.

Transit Infrastructure Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Lands with natural resource features, access to water, and/or restoration potential will be a priority for the Regional Parks 
System. 

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Geographic balance or proportionate distribution tied to population distribution patterns shall be a consideration when 
exploring system additions.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Priorities for land acquisition are set by regional park implementing agencies in Council-approved master plans. Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan New regional trails must serve a regional audience and provide connections between regional parks, park reserves, and regional 
trails without duplicating an existing trail.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Special recreation features must enhance services and facilities already offered, not compete with, or duplicate them. Recreation Operational Action Livability CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Promote enhanced multimodal access to regional parks, regional trails, and the transit system, where appropriate. Transit Service Operational Action Livability CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Joint powers agreements for Regional Parks System units are encouraged. Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Projects may share costs, if they are consistent with a Council-approved master plan. Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Protect public investment in acquisition and development by assuring that every component in the system is able to fully carry 
out its designated role as long as a need for it can be demonstrated.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Local comprehensive plans may need to be changed if planned land uses would have a negative impact on current or planned 
regional park lands or facilities.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Conversion of Regional Parks System lands to other uses is allowed only in limited circumstances and with approval of the 
Metropolitan Council.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan The Council will reimburse regional park implementing agencies for contamination cleanup under certain conditions. Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Environmental Site Assessments must be conducted for land that may be contaminated or may have abandoned wells prior to 
seeking regional parks funding for acquisition.

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Telecommunication towers will only be allowed in regional parks or reserves if there is no alternative site and if mitigation efforts 
are made to minimize the impact on Regional Parks System lands and users.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Regional wastewater infrastructure and other utilities on Regional Parks System lands should be placed in ways that minimize 
negative impacts on the regional park, its facilities, and its users. 

Wastewater Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Activities in regional parks should balance the conservation and restoration of natural resources with the provision of 
recreational opportunities. 

Recreation Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
The Regional Parks System provides a range of outdoor recreation opportunities, from developed to rustic. Regional park 
implementing agencies should focus heavy recreational use in the more developed parts of the system and lower impact uses in 
the more natural parts of the system. 

Recreation Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Strengthen equitable use of regional parks and trails by all our region’s residents, such as across age, race, ethnicity, income, 
national origin, and ability.

Recreation Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Bicycle and pedestrian facilities should be coordinated between the Regional Parks System and the transportation system. Transit Service Operational Action Livability CD, MT, MTS

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Provide adequate and equitable funding for the Regional Parks System units and facilities in a manner that provides the greatest 
possible benefits to the people of the region. 

Finance Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Funds will be granted only to regional park implementing agencies. Finance Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Bond funds are used for acquisition, development, redevelopment, and natural resource restoration within Regional Parks 
System units. 

Finance Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Parks and Trails Legacy Funds spending must conform to the statewide Parks and Trails Legacy Plan. Finance Operational Action Livability CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Equity is a consideration in Regional Parks System funding and investment. Finance Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
The Council may reimburse regional park implementing agencies for the costs of acquiring some lands before they have been 
made part of the Regional Parks System or for development projects undertaken before they can be financed through the Parks 
Bonding Program. 

Finance Operational Action Livability CD

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Regional trail corridors that may be used for transit in the future are eligible for Regional Parks System funding if it is clear the 
corridor will be used as a trail for at least 10 years.

Transit Service Operational Action Livability CD, MT, MTS

2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan The Council will use the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund as funding mechanism for the acquisition of Regional Park lands. Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan The Council will distribute Operation and Maintenance appropriations to agencies. Finance Operational Action Stewardship CD
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan The Council will actively seek funding from the state and other sources. Finance Policy Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Integrate natural resource protection strategies into metropolitan system plans for infrastructure
investments. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Collaborate with local, regional, and state partners to expand the Regional Parks System, as appropriate, to conserve, maintain, 
and connect natural resources identified as of high quality or of regional importance, consistent with the 2040 Regional Parks 
Policy Plan.

Natural Environment Policy Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Collaborate and convene with state, regional, and local partners to protect, maintain, and enhance natural resources protection. Regional Leadership Policy Action Stewardship CD, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Maintain an up-to-date regional Natural Resources Inventory and Assessment in partnership with the Department of Natural  
Resources. 

Natural Environment Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Provide technical assistance and tools for natural resources protection, conservation, and restoration. Regional Leadership Operational Action Stewardship CD
2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Promote the implementation of best management practices for habitat restoration and natural resource conservation. Regional Leadership Policy Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Collaborate and convene with state, regional, and local partners to protect, maintain, and enhance natural resources protection 
and the protection of the quality and quantity of the region’s water resources and water supply.

Regional Leadership Policy Action Stewardship CD, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Work to maintain and improve the quality and availability of the region’s water resources to support habitat and ecosystem 
health while providing for recreational opportunities, all of which are critical elements of our region’s quality of life. 

Water Supply Management Operational Action Stewardship CD, MCES, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Update regional plans for water supply and pursue environmentally sound and cooperative water reuse practices, conservation 
initiatives, joint planning, and implementation efforts to maximize surface water infiltration to recharge groundwater supplies. 

Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support economic growth and development by promoting the wise use of water through a sustainable balance of surface and 
groundwater use, conservation, reuse, aquifer recharge and other practices.

Water Supply Management Operational Action Prosperity MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Provide efficient and high-quality regional wastewater infrastructure and services. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Pursue wastewater reuse where economically feasible as a means to promote sustainable water resources. Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Reduce the excess flow of clear water into the regional wastewater collection system (inflow and infiltration) to protect capacity 
for future growth.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Require proper management of subsurface treatment systems, consistent with Minn. Rules Chapters 7080-7083, to minimize 
impacts on surface water, groundwater, and public health.

Wastewater Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Assure adequate and high quality groundwater and surface water supplies to protect public health and support economic 
growth and development by promoting the wise use of water through a sustainable balance of surface water and groundwater 
use, conservation, reuse, aquifer recharge, and other practices.

Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Review watershed management plans in coordination with the Board of Water and Soil Resources. Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Review local water plans in partnership with the watershed organizations that approve the local water plans. Water Supply Management Policy Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support implementation of volume reduction techniques such as infiltration or filtration for stormwater management. Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES
2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Promote the implementation of best management practices for stormwater management. Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES



2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Collaborate with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to provide technical assistance to local governments in 
implementing the Mississippi River Critical Area Program, and coordinate with the DNR in review of those plans and ordinances.

Water Supply Management Policy Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Oversee the planning of a multimodal, interconnected regional transportation system in cooperation with state agencies, 
counties, local government, and suburban transit providers. 

Transit Service Policy Action Livability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Invest in and operate transit services commensurate with efficient and effective standards established by Transit Market Areas 
defined in the 2040 Transportation Policy Plan. Coordinate other regional transit services to ensure a consistent and convenient 
user experience.

Transit Service Policy Action Livability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Support inverstments to safely operate, preserve and improve the regional highway system, which includes principal and A-
minor arterials, by providing transit advantages MnPass lanes, and implementing cost-effective management, spot mobility, and 
strategic capacity improvements. 

Regional Highway System Operational Action Stewardship MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support the management of access points to state and county road systems and emphasize the construction of an 
interconnected local public street system.

Transit Infrastructure Operational Action Stewardship MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support the development of regional bicycle corridors as defined in the 2040 Transportation Policy Plan to provide viable 
transportation options.

Pedestrian/Bicycle Infrastructure Operational Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Invest in the development and improvement of regional trails as defined in the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan to better 
connect communities with regional parks and to provide recreational opportunities. Encourage communities to plan and develop 
local trail connection to the Regional Parks System where appropriate.

Land Acquisition/Management Policy Action Livability MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Work with local, regional, and state partners to coordinate transportation, pedestrian, bicycle, and trail connections across 
jurisdictional boundaries. 

Regional Leadership Policy Action Livability CD, MT, MTS, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Use Council investments and policies to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and carbon per unit of fuel, which are key drivers of 
the region's generation of greenhouse gas emissions.

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Ensure that transportation elements of local comprehensive plans provide for pedestrian and bicyclce access to regional transit 
services, regional trails, and regional bicycle corridors. 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Infrastructure Operational Action Sustainability CD, MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Invest in transportation improvements that support the export and mobility of freight by truck, rail, air, and barge. Regional Freight System Operational Action Prosperity MT, MTS

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Coordinate with the Metropolitan Airports Commision, the Federal Aviation Administration, Minnesota Department of 
Transportation Office of Aeronautics, and local communities to ensure that land uses and air space adjacent to the system of 
regional airports is protected from incompatible uses. 

Regional Airport System Policy Action Prosperity CD, MT, MTS, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support cost-effective subregional infrastructure investments in efforts to promote sustainable water use and protect the 
region’s water supplies

Water Supply Management Operational Action Sustainability MCES

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support local and regional efforts to develop climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies to remain economically 
competitive.

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability CD, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Support the cleanup of contaminated land for new industry, including manufacturing and other sectors that are export 
industries for the region.

Land Acquisition/Management Operational Action Stewardship CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Substantially reduce energy consumption at Council facilities, improve the efficiency of the Council's vehicle fleets including 
Metro Transit buses, and provide information to the public partners to lead by example.

Energy Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy With regional infrastructure, planning, and operations, increase efforts to reduce water use and energy consumption. Energy Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Identify and address potential vulnerabilities in regional systems as a result of increased frequency and severity of storms and 
heat waves. Maintain dikes, emergency generatiors, and response plans for Council facilities facing extreme weather.

Adaptation Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Use the Council's investments and planning authorities to contribute toward meeting statutory goals for reductions in the 
generation of regional greenhouse gas emissions.

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Convene regional discussions about goals for climate change mitigation and adaptation. Regional Leadership Policy Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Encourage the preparation of adaptation, mitigation, and resiliency responses to climate change as part of the comprehensive 
plan update.

Adaptation Operational Action Sustainability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Develop, collect, and disseminate information about climate change, including energy and climate data, GreenStep Cities best 
practices, and the next generation of Regional Indicators data.

Regional Leadership Operational Action Sustainability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Work with the State of Minnesota on a greenhouse gas emissions inventory that informs regional discussion on emissions 
reduction.

Carbon Mitigation Operational Action Sustainability ALL

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Provide technical assistance and toolkit resources to communities in integrating climate change mitigation and adaptation 
strategies as part of local comprehensive plans.

Regional Leadership Policy Action Sustainability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy Develop and strenghen partnerships with experts in climate change to better assist and inform local communities on how best 
to evaluate and develop local climate change strategies.

Regional Leadership Policy Action Sustainability CD, RA

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Encourage communities to participate in regional progams which support efforts to inform, plan for, mitgate, adapt, and 
respond to climate change issues of local significance such as water conservation, stormwater infrastructure, adaptation, 
greenhouse gas reduction, use of alternative energy sources, infrastructure planning, and hazard mitigation plannning. 

Adaptation Policy Action Sustainability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Provide technical references and resources for communities seeking to mitigate and adapt to climate chagne in their own 
facilities and in their communities. Examples of these resources include stormwater, wastewater, and water supply management 
practices, and transit and land use planning.

Adaptation Operational Action Sustainability CD

2040 Thrive MSP Land Use Policy
Provide, or collaborate with partners to provide, technical references, and resources for communities seeking to mitigate and 
adapt to climate climate change, in their own facilities and in their communities, including but not limited to, stormwater, 
wastewater, and water supply management practices, and transit, and land-use planning.

Adaptation Operational Action Sustainability CD, RA
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