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Research: Informing the Region

Data and insights for better regional planning and policy

Data development

— Population estimates, demographics, new development, economics,
affordable housing production, parks use, greenhouse gas emissions, land
use, forecasts, and more

Research

— Demographic trends, construction activity, racial disparities, affordable
housing, climate change, and more
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How we share research findings and data

* Avallable at https://metrocouncil.org/data
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Exploring economic disparities by race and ethnicity in U.S. metros

2017 Regional Parks System Annual Use Estimate
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ritfaduction and key findings

Please Contact Us by Clicking Here

The Community Development Hesearch team has produced an annual analysis of disparities by race and ethnicity on key
economic measures since 2013. The findings of this research are largely consistent: While the 16-county Twin Cities metro area
continues to rank highly among other U.S. metros for our impressive employment and homeownership rates and low poverty rate. However,
the Twin Cities metro also has the nation's largest disparities between white residents and residents of color in these measures.

Select another area:

| Hennepin County ¥ |

Despite gains for some groups on some measures, there have been no notable changes in this overall pattern. This
underscores the persistence of racial and ethnic disparities in the Twin Cities metro, and their potential to further
underming the region's prosperity and economic competitiveness.
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Housing Type This interactive tool is an invitation to the region’s stakeholders to explore this metro-area data in new ways to inform
Housing Units Permitted strategies and solutions toward advancing equity and eliminating racial and ethnic disparities.
Mew Affordable Housing

J Ihteractive, online tools and policy dashboards
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Fair Housing and Equity Assessment (2014)

CHOICE, PLACE AND
OPPORTUNITY:
OF THE

%. AN EQUITY ASSESSMENT OF
TWIN CITIES REGION

Main findings

* Qurregion has some of the largest
disparities by race and ethnicity in the U.S.

* QOurregion Is spatially segregated by income
and race, and has many persistently high-
poverty areas.

* People of color face barriers to housing
choice above and beyond income.
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The influence of Choice, Place & Opportunity
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CHOICE, PLACE AND
OPPORTUNITY:

AN EQUITY ASSESSMENT OF THE
TWIN CITIES REGION

Inform policy

Creating options for safe, affordable homes

Thrive MSP 2040 is the 30-year vision for our region.

. ’
b 8 L AN - @9 o oG
Areas of Concentrated Poverty in 2016
We've tracked trends and geograpthic patterns of poverty n the Twin Cities region since 2014 —in particularn, con
o on residents’ economic mobility.

centrated poverty. Concentrated poverty i known 1o have a negative nfluenc
This annual analysis is intended 1o highlight “the place-based dimensions of dispar.

heatth, and overall wel-being*

ies" in our region.*

For the third consecutive year. Amencan Community Survey estimates show a decline in the region's poverty rate
n (from 2010 to 2013) at 23%, the share of the
s poverty rate remains

3 the Great
While this trend CoUraging. the regior
werall poverty rate, Areas of Concentrated

METRQ ::=imsmss
» EXF eg higher than it was in 2000 (at 16%). Despite this recent ebb in th
Poverty —census tracts where at least 40% of residents have incomes below 185% of the federal poverty thwesh.

S

Areas of Concentrated Poverty have expanded considerably in number and geographic scope since 2000, but
S0 In the past five yoars. Sixty-One consus tracts were identified as Areas of Concentrated Poverty in 2000

il but one located in Minneapols and Saint Paul. In 2006-2010, 96 tracts were identified as Areas of Con
2 tracts across 16 cities (Figure 1)

The Twin Cities Re Ie»
w
centrated Poverty in 10 cities across the region: the most current data show 1
Concentrated poverty intersects with race and ethnicity—four in every five Areas of Concentrated Poverty are also
census tracts where at least half the residents are people of color (Figure 1). In fact, a person of color (regardies
poverty due 1o race-
An Equity of the

of their income) is as likely 10 live in an Area of Concentrated Poverty as a person lving in
choice. (For a full discussion, see Choice, Place, and

based barriers to housing
Twin Cities Region [LINK] )
FIGURE 1. AREAS OF CONCENTRATED POVERTY IN THE TWIN CITIES REGION
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Policy and Research

Saint Paul-8loominglor

390 Robert Street North

MN-WA
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wy .
disparities in the Twin Cities metro (and other metro
areas) requires further analysis and more detailed
data, and will the subject of a future issue of \

MetroStats.
Saint Paul, MN 55101

metro has the largest (or

among the largest) racial
disparities in U.S.

* Analysis to add context

Isaggregate race data
ISparities in other metros

— Removing influence of other

Annual reports on metro’s racial disparities
| Narrative: The Twin Cities

The homeownership gap between the Twin Cities metro's White— Black households was consistently the largest
in the nation, ranking number one among the 25 most populous U.S. metros since 1990 (Figure 7). In this case,

Homeownership
the actual White—Black disparity grew between these two groups over this 25-year period, as it did between
White and Latinx households, resulting in a heightened rank over time. In contrast, White—Asian and White—

American Indian disparities in homeownership have closed slightly since 1990, dropping their respective rankings
FIGURE 7. RANKING OF THE TWIN CITIES METRO'S HOMEOWNERSHIP DISPARITIES SINCE 1990
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What if households of color had the same rate of homeownership as White, non-Latinx households? In other words, how
many addtional households of color in the region would have owned their homes absent racial and ethnic dispari-

ties?

In 1990, 70.4% of White households owned their home, compared with 39.9% of households of color, a 30-per-
centage point disparity (Figure 8). Had households of colored owned their homes at the same rate as White
households, an additional 17,200 homeowners of color would have been homeowners. This gap grew slightly in
2000 (to 35.6 percentage points, bringing the number of would-be homeowners of color to 43,900. In 2016, there

in homeownership could add over 176,000 home

would have been an additional 76,960 additional homeowners of color in the region.
By 2040, the Twin Cities region could gain an additional 176,000 homeowners of color by eliminating racial and
owners of color in 2040.

FIGURE 8. A REGION WITHOUT DISPARITIES—ADDITIONAL HOMEOWNERS OF COLOR
Future Opportunity: Eliminating regional disparities
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Visualizing Regional Raclal Disparities

VISUALIZING REGIONAL RACIAL
DISPARITIES

The Community Development Research team has produced an annual analysis of disparities by race and ethnicity on key
economic measures since 2013. The findings of this research are largely consistent: While the 16-county Twin Cities metro area
continues to rank highly among other U5, metros for our impressive employment and homeownership rates and low poverty rate. However,
the Twin Cities metro also has the nation's largest disparities between white residents and residents of color in these measures.

Despite gains for some groups on some measures, there have been no notable changes in this overall pattern. This
underscores the persistence of racial and ethnic dispanties in the Twin Cities metro, and their potential to further
underming the region's prosperity and economic competitivenass.

This interactive tool is an invitation to the region’s stakeholders to explore this metro-area data in new ways to inform
strategies and solutions toward advancing equity and eliminating racial and ethnic disparities.

TRENDS BY RACE & ETHNICITY

Diespite gains for some groups on some measures, most metros show disparities between white residents
and residents of color in these four economic measures.

Motice that gaps differ by metro, by group, and by measure.

e Employment rate @ Homeownership rate

60% 60% -

40% 40% - /\\ﬂ_

* |nteractive, online dashboard

* Available at
https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities

* Pulls together key data from previous reports
and allows users to ask & answer questions
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https://metrocouncil.org/visualizedisparities

Areas of Concentrated Poverty (ACPs)

Areas of Concentrated \Poverty L"’";-;
(ACPs) \_.

ACPs where at least 50% of “~ METROPOLITAN
B residents are people of o ANOKA -

* Concentrated poverty continues to

srmagunon porste) [T 70N [ it g | AR g expand, especially in the suburbs

* ACPs vary widely In their
characteristics
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We want to level-up our ACP analysis

We’'ve heard (and share) concerns that our

ACP work...

SHELTERFORGE

THE VOICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

* Only considers poverty (not inequality more broadly) | |

- Omits decades of history and root causes Speaking \n Ub fieas, Heining, 404
. y _ _ Opportunity in Minnesota

* Discusses the harms of ACPs, neglecting their assets

 What else?

S &2 The stories we tell ourselves matter. Narrative

Rz Y T . . : e .
SRS  plays an important role in defining whose voice
3 % l"‘ o

i L ,!‘:‘\r ’
FAM gets heard, how issues are framed, and what

" " solutions are developed.

The year 2018 marked 50 years since the Fair

Without addressing these, we worry that

Housing Act was passed, and a big question

among housing advocates was, are we closer to

current ACP narrative could promote...

achieving fairness and equity when it comes to
housing?

* A deficit-based narrative that problematizes people and
places (rather than discrimination and disinvestment)

* Investments that don’t reflect the needs/wishes of
residents and risk displacing them

A focus on dispersing poverty (not ending It) ‘
A
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Research team’s 2019 engagement initiative

AR \\\\II/ /4

METRO

ECONOMIC U“ Minnesota
m s . H H
: ! FEDERAL RESERVE BANK of MINNEAPOLIS ’@
MINNESOTA COMPASS | MNCoOMpass.org rmoqvng home & cmub

Measuring progress. Inspiring action.




Collaboration with EAC

* Topics for future research
— What questions should we be asking?

* Narrative and language
— How can our work better reflect community voices?

* Data tools
— How can our dashboards be more useful?

* Policy Indicators
— How are we measuring success?
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