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Regional Economic 
Competitiveness 

“The ability of a region to compete effectively and 
prosper in the global economy” 
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 THRIVE MSP 2040 | Prosperity 
• Investments in infrastructure and amenities 

• Understanding and providing locations for
 
businesses to succeed
 

• Strategic, long-term public and private decisions 
building upon the region’s strengths 
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Economic Competitiveness: 
CD Division’s Objectives 
• Strengthen the link between local comprehensive 

planning and issues of regional economic 
competitiveness 

• Lead and share research with local partners on the 
economy 

• Foster/Grow Partnerships 
– Local/County Staff 
– State Agencies 
– GREATER MSP 
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Local Planning Handbook
 
•	 Economic Competitiveness 

not required by 
Metropolitan Land 
Planning Act, but the 
handbook will provide: 

 Guidance for communities to 
enhance their plan 

 Data and research 

information on regional 

economy
 

 Plan examples and other
 
best practices
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 Research Framework | 2015
 
•	 Key Industry Clusters 

–	 Build on GMSP, Humphrey
 
School
 

–	 Specific to 7-county region 
–	 Geography of clusters 

•	 Freight and Logistics 
–	 Identify key corridors and 


facilities
 

–	 Identify issues and 

opportunities
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 Research Framework | 2015
 
•	 Leading Occupations - Mapping 

–	 Identify occupational “strengths” for 

key industries
 

–	 Identify trends in their geography 
–	 Identify trends in workforce
 

geography
 

•	 Access to Jobs 
–	 Deeper cut – living-wage 


employment and wage advancement
 
opportunities
 

–	 Identify geography of these
 
opportunities
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Leading Occupations | Maps
 
•	 Business Operations 
•	 Finance 
•	 Information Technology 
•	 Engineering 
•	 Clerical 
•	 Mechanical, Installation, & Repair
 

•	 Assemblers & Fabricators 
•	 Food Production 
•	 Metal & Plastic Production 
•	 Air Transportation 
•	 Drivers and Road Transportation
 

•	 Material Moving & Equipment 
Operators 
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 Research Framework | 2015
 
•	 Real Estate Preferences 

–	 Site selector survey 
–	 Key person interviews 

• Sites for future economic 

growth 

–	 Collaborate with 
local/county partners on 
consistent analysis and 
methodology 

–	 Integration of survey, 
interview findings into 
qualitative tools 
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For More Information 
http://metrocouncil.org/Communities/Services/Research,­

Info-and-Technical-Assistance.aspx
 

Mark VanderSchaaf, Director of Regional Planning
 
651-602-1441
 

mark.vanderschaaf@metc.state.mn.us
 

Ryan Garcia, Local Planning Assistance
 

651-602-1832
 

ryan.garcia@metc.state.mn.us
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