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“A land use plan shall contain a 

protection element, as appropriate, for 

historic sites, the matters listed in the 

water management plan required by 

section 103B.235, and an element for 

protection and development of 

access to direct sunlight for solar 

energy systems.”

The Metropolitan Council provides solar planning assistance to Metro Region 

Communities per Minn. Stat. 473.859. Subd. 2. (b)

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103B.235


Solar Resource Protection

1. Include your community’s Minnesota 

Solar Suitability Analysis Map. 

2. Include calculations of your 

community’s gross solar and rooftop 

solar resource. 

Solar Resource Development

3. Include a policy or policies relating to 

the development of access to direct 

sunlight for solar energy systems.

4. Include a strategy or strategies 

needed to implement the policy or 

policies.

The Council identified four minimum requirements that must be included in the 

Comprehensive Plan to be compliant with State Statute



The Council developed supplemental solar planning documents for Metro Region 

Communities to fulfill their statutory requirements



The Council developed two solar planning resource webpages for metro 

region communities



The Council developed supplemental solar planning documents for metro region 

communities based on requests for further guidance



Partnering with these four organizations has provided a foundation for many other 

fruitful collaborations, which keep our assistance relevant

Metro & State Partners

• Great Plains Institute

• MN Department of Commerce, Division of 

Energy Resources

• Clean Energy Resource Teams

• Fresh Energy

• MN GreenStep Cities

• Xcel Energy – Partners in Energy

• MN Brownfields

• Center for Energy & Environment

• University of Minnesota

• Solar United Neighbors

• Midwest Renewable Energy Association

• The McKnight Foundation

• St. Paul Port Authority

• MN Rural Renewable Energy Alliance

• MN Solar Energy Industries Association

National Partners

• The Solar Foundation

• National Renewable Energy Lab

• Meister Consultant’s Group

• Electric Power Research Institute

• ZEF Energy

• National League of Cities

• Brooks Engineering

• National Association of Counties

• Solar Energy Industries Association

• International City/County Management 

Association



The Council’s partnership with the SolSmart Program greatly increased the 

quality and reach of solar planning among metro region communities

Solar Planning & Technical Assistance

• Permitting Process

• Planning, Zoning & Development

• Inspections

• Construction Codes

• Solar Rights

• Utility Engagement

• Community Engagement

• Market Development & Finance



Example: Golden Valley, MN

Guiding Solar into new developments

Public Amenities Ordinance. 

Points Amenity

5 Green Roof

5 Affordable Housing

4 Public Open Space

4 Utilization of a Renewable 

Energy Source

4 LEED Platinum Certification

3 LEED Gold Certification

3 Community Garden

https://energynews.us/2018/08/27/midwest/why-a-minnesota-apartment-project-is-a-pioneer-in-solar-development/


Example: Belle Plaine, MN

Best Practices in Solar Zoning & Permitting

Solar Planning Tools Adopted in last 1.5 years

• Received free review of Solar PV Permitting Process to 

keep residential fees below $400

• Launched a Solar Resource Webpage

• Received a free review of their Solar Ordinance (in process 

of adopting proposed changes)

• Developed and published a “Solar PV Permitting Checklist” 

to streamline solar permitting process

• Developed Resilience & Solar Chapter in 2040 

Comprehensive Plan with goal to align with state’s 

renewable energy and greenhouse gas emissions goals

• Made Solar Panels eligible for “Facade and Energy 

Efficient Improvement Matching Grant” program



Example: Edina, MN

Equitable Solar Energy Savings

City Residents: 

LMI households in 

Edina eligible to sign up 

for energy savings 

created by Community 

Solar Garden on city’s 

Public Works Facility

Operational:

October 1 ribbon 

cutting ceremony



Example: Minneapolis, MN

Largest Solar Incentive in Upper Midwest

City is paying residents and businesses 2 – 3 times as much for their electricity 

as they paid for it to decrease pollution and save money. 



The Council’s next steps in advancing Solar Energy Planning



MN Brightfields Initiative

The Council’s next steps in advancing Solar Energy Planning



Cameran J. Bailey, Solar  Planning Advisor, 

Local Planning Assistance

cameran.bailey@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1212

Questions?


