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• Review 2040 Comprehensive Plans 
• Find overarching themes of economic 
competitiveness/development 
• Connect with communities within the region 
to gain greater feedback of needs 
• Create draft list of indicators to be used in 
dashboard 
• Begin draft of Guide to a Market Analysis 

Dashboard Update 



• Do you find that these 
economic indicator 
dashboard overarching 
themes are useful for 
communities? 
• Are there additional areas 
you believe we should 
research? 

Feedback from LUAC 
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Thrive MSP 2040 discusses economic 
competitiveness as key to prosperity 

Economic development 
strategies, decisions, 
investments 
Financial and human 
resources, technologies, 
and place readiness 
Regional & local 
government role: 
Infrastructure, land, places 
that enable connections of 
resources 

Economic competitiveness 
in global, national markets 
Resulting in business 
attraction and retention, 
production and exports 

These dynamics allow 
prosperity 
Great quality of place and 
infrastructure stewardship 
are foundations – and 
results! 



• 80 2040 Comprehensive Plans reviewed 
– 26 had an Economic Competitiveness Chapter 
– 15 had an Economic Development Chapter 
– 39 had neither 
• Combination of inventory & assessment, goals & policies 

How have 2040 Comprehensive Plans 
incorporated economic competitiveness? 
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Does the plan 
contain an 
Economic 

Competitiveness 
chapter? 



• Focus on employment and business 
– Jobs by Sector 
– Business Mix 
– Commute Patterns 
– Educational Attainment 
– Employment Center Location & Characteristics 
– Income and Wage Trends 

Plan Overarching Themes 



• Reaching out to metro area communities 
– Varying population size 
– Varying staff size 
– Varying needs of each community 
– Top Economic Indicators needed 

Community Input and Engagement 
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• Industry mix and specialization – types of businesses 
• Employment level change over time 
• Start-ups activity and employment 
• Real estate, local real estate prices 
• C-I land supply information 
• Connectivity of access to freight corridors 
• Access to customers, retail buying power 
• Local workforce availability, quality, mix 
• Commute flows 
• Jobs/worker balances (by income strata) 

Our focus is going to be local data 



• Overall, communities were interested in having access to an 
economic indicator dashboard for their community 
• Gave positive feedback about the local data that could be 
provided 
• Agreed that this information would be useful and applicable to 
the planning within their community 

Findings 



Other Areas of Interest from Communities
	
• Average salary for jobs in area 
• Mapping available commercial/industrial sites 
• Education workforce trained vs Jobs obtained 
• Entrepreneur tracking 
• Workforce housing 
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• Presentation at LUAC to 
demonstrate the tool (end of 2019) 
• Soft launch of tool to select 
communities 
• Development of the Dashboard 
(Roll Out end of 2019) 
• Dashboard to be added to our 
resources online 

Next Steps 
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Analysis 
• Finalizing the Guide to a Market 
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Guide to a Market Analysis 



• Do you find that these 
economic indicator 
dashboard overarching 
themes are useful for 
communities? 
• Are there additional areas 
you believe we should 
research? 

Feedback from LUAC 



Questions & Discussion 

Corrin Wendell, AICP 
Senior Planner & Sector Representative 
Districts 11 & 12 
Corrin.wendell@metc.state.mn.us 

Elizabeth Abramson, LPA Intern 
Ally DeAlcuaz, LPA Intern 

mailto:Corrin.wendell@metc.state.mn.us

