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1.

•Initial 
training

2.

•Additional 
training

3.

•Orientation 
at meeting

Training process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Land Use Advisory Committee, known as LUAC! I’m Deb Detrick. I’m a planning analyst in the Local Planning Assistance unit in the Council’s Community Development Division. Part of what I do as the LUAC Coordinator is to help prepare you to serve on the Committee.

You recently received an orientation packet and links to two training videos. Now, you’ve reached the third step of training. 

We’ve put together these training materials to give new members multiple ways to learn about the Committee and to give returning members a refresher. If you’ve had any trouble accessing the training material, please let me know.
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Review and answer questions
Review role of the Council
• Where LUAC fits in policy-making structure

Review Committee Bylaws
• Purpose & charge
• Meetings
• Conflicts of interest

Answer questions
• Most important part of orientation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today, we won’t simply repeat information you’ve already seen but will delve into several topics that can be better understood through a group discussion and follow-up questions.  

First, we’ll review the role of the Council and where LUAC fits within the Council’s policy-making structure.
Then, we’ll concentrate on the Committee Bylaws. More specifically, we’ll talk about the purpose and charge of the Committee, meetings, and potential conflicts of interest. 

The most important part of this presentation is answering your questions, so please don’t hesitate to ask questions at any time. Returning members are welcome to chime in as well, so new members can learn from your experience.
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Metropolitan Council
Guides growth in seven-county metropolitan area & provides regional 
services

• Regional wastewater services
• Metro Transit’s bus & rail system
• Rent assistance
• Long-range planning
• Regional parks system

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s begin by reviewing what the Metropolitan Council does.
Overall, the Council guides growth in the seven-county metropolitan area and provides regional services. 

The Council:
provides regional wastewater services; 
runs Metro Transit’s bus and rail system;
administers what is commonly known as Section 8 rent assistance for part of the metro area;
manages long-range planning for the metro area by guiding growth and development; and
works with regional park implementing agencies to plan for and fund the regional parks system.

In the next item on the agenda, Angela Torres will be talking to you about the review of comprehensive plans that is part of long-range planning.
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Council

Land Use Advisory 
Committee

Metropolitan Area 
Water Supply 

Advisory 
Committee

Commission and 
other advisory 

committees

Standing 
Committees

Council’s policy-making structure

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LUAC fits within the Council’s policy-making structure. What you see here is a simplified version. Starting at the top, Metropolitan Council Members set the policy direction.

Council Members serve on five standing committees that make recommendations to the Council. The Community Development Committee is one of the standing Committees, and Council Member Wulff serves on that committee. 
LUAC reports to the Community Development Committee, known as the CDC. CM Wulff periodically reports to the CDC to increase awareness of LUAC’s activities and ensure ongoing communication. 

The Council has a number of advisory committees and a commission. Over the past two years or so, LUAC has been collaborating with the Metropolitan Area Water Supply Advisory Committee to improve integration of land use and water supply planning.  That work is reflected in the LUAC’s 2019 work plan.
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Bylaws of Land Use Advisory Committee
• Bylaws of the Metropolitan Council Land Use Advisory Committee

– Organization & duties
– Membership
– Meetings
– Other topics
Land Use Advisory Committee (LUAC) Bylaws

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You’ve received the LUAC Bylaws as part of your orientation packet. You can also find the bylaws on the Council’s website, on the page for the Land Use Advisory Committee, using the link on your screen.  We also have handouts available today. 

The LUAC Bylaws cover:
organization and duties;
membership;
meetings; and
other topics, including special committees, staffing, expense reimbursement, and amendment of the bylaws.

We’re not going to review every article in the bylaws, but you’re welcome to ask questions about any part of the bylaws.



https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Land-Use-Advisory-Committee.aspx?source=child
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Advice and assistance on regional land use 
planning and comprehensive planning

Metropolitan Land Planning Act

Regional system plans

System statement hearings

Local planning assistance grant fund

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Much of LUAC’s work is about assisting the Council with regional land use policy and topics around comprehensive planning. 

The Committee does this by giving advice and assistance on implementation of the Metropolitan Land Planning Act and regional system plans and policy plans. 
Angela Torres will be telling you more about this a little later.

In addition, the Committee may conduct hearings to resolve disagreements over the content of system statements. 
The Council and local governments resolve the vast majority of disagreements informally without a hearing. 
	
LUAC also makes recommendations to the Council on criteria for a local planning assistance grant fund to help local governments update their local comprehensive plans.

This is a lot of information to absorb on what the Committee does, so I’m going to pause here and ask if you have any questions.
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Assistance with other responsibilities

Other duties & responsibilities as 
delegated by the Council

Matters of metropolitan 
significance as requested by the 
Council

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LUAC can take on other responsibilities as requested by the Council or required by law. LUAC has undertaken a number of tasks at the Council’s request. 
For example, the Committee made recommendations to the Council for Community Designations in Thrive MSP 2040 and led the development of four land use and planning reports to the Minnesota Legislature several years ago.

When requested by the Council, the Committee may provide advice and assistance on matters of metropolitan significance. This has to do with rules for determining matters of metropolitan significance and establishing a procedure for reviews and determinations.

A proposed project may be found to be of metropolitan significance if it meets at least one of three criteria:
	may impact a regional system, such as the regional transportation system;
	threatens a publicly-funded facility; or
	has a substantial impact on another community.

The Council hasn’t dealt with a matter of metropolitan significance in over 15 years. A number of large projects in recent years, such as Target Field, have been exempt from a metropolitan significance review. 

LUAC members would be provided with additional guidance if the Council asks for assistance on a matter of metropolitan significance.

Historically, the Council reviewed four proposed projects as part of a full metropolitan significance review: the Renaissance Festival, the Mall of America, the Timberwolves/NBA arena, and the Black Dog Amphitheatre in 2000.
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Public notice of meetings & meetings must be open to the public
•Open Meeting Law requirements apply

Remote access to meetings?
•Must meet Open Meeting Law requirements

Other meetings or communications
•Social gatherings
•Serial or chain communications

Committee meetings and Open Meeting Law

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re going to turn to LUAC meetings and Open Meeting Law. The purpose of that law is to make meetings open to the public.

For LUAC, public notice of meetings is required. Committee meetings are all open to the public and are held at locations accessible to the public.

Minnesota Open Meeting Law applies to public meetings. A public meeting is when there is a quorum of public officials to discuss, decide or receive information on official Committee business. A quorum is a majority of Committee members, including the Committee Chair.

Some members have asked about remote access to a committee meeting when they are going to be out of town. Remote access presents some challenges, including extra time and planning to comply with Open Meeting Law. We can look into this further if enough members are interested. How many of you are interested in this?

Social gatherings or chance meetings aren’t subject to Open Meeting Law when there isn’t a quorum or members aren’t conducting official business. One violation that may not be obvious involves chain or serial communications. If communications are on official business between Committee members and include a quorum of members, that can be a violation.
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Order of business
• Approve agenda, approve minutes, consider business items, consider other 
business including information items or reports, and adjourn meeting.

Conduct of business
• Roberts Rules of Order

Attendance
• Attendance for productive meetings and representation
• If absence unavoidable, notify Committee Secretary in advance

More on Committee meetings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The LUAC Bylaws list the order of business that you see on your screen.

Committee business is conducted according to Roberts Rules of Order.
If any members aren’t familiar with Roberts Rules of Order, we can provide a resource.

Related to meetings and membership, the bylaws state that attendance matters for productive meetings and representation of all Council Districts and the seven metro counties.
If your absence is unavoidable, please let the Committee Secretary know in advance.
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•Participation in discussion or a vote
•Appearance of a conflict of interest

Committee Bylaws, Article III, E. 
Conflicts of Interest

Committee Bylaws on conflicts of interest

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go over what the LUAC Bylaw’s say about conflicts of interest. It’s on pages 3-4. 

The bylaws state that a member can’t participate in a discussion or a vote when he or she has a conflict of interest. A conflict of interest can exist when an action or decision could affect a member’s financial interest. The bylaws also cover other conflicts of interest.
A conflict of interest should be disclosed to the Committee Chair. 

The appearance of a conflict of interest also matters.

Some members have had questions about this language before, so let’s take a couple moments to skim that part of the bylaws.  

Do you have any questions?
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Transit, parking and reimbursement
• Meetings accessible by transit
• Parking in two nearby ramps

– Parking vouchers
• Reimbursement

– Mileage
– On-street parking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last, we’ll turn to a couple housekeeping topics.

Your orientation packet includes information on parking. One correction to the orientation packet is that on-street parking is no longer free after 4:30 p.m. The Council’s building is accessible by transit as well.
�If you park in one of the two designated parking ramps, the Committee Secretary, Sandi Dingle, can give you a parking voucher before or after the LUAC meeting. You can also pick up a parking voucher at the front desk before a meeting.
If you use one of the parking ramps and come through the skyway to get to the Council’s building, keep in mind that skyway access may be limited after 6 p.m.

You may submit requests for reimbursement for mileage and on-street parking expenses. Ask Sandi Dingle for reimbursement forms. 



13

Questions?



Thank you!

Staff Contact:
Debra Detrick

Metropolitan Council
Local Planning Assistance

651-602-1307
debra.detrick@metc.state.mn.us
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