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Today’s conversation

Background

Imagine 2050 approach 

Land use policy measures

Discussion
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Measurement efforts abound 

Examples of measurement reporting from cities and counties 
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Building on Thrive MSP 2040

Key takeaways
• Dialogues and data drive effective 

measurement efforts 
• Frameworks are important
• Setting targets
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Imagine 2050 Values
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Why this work is important 
Other co-benefits of measurement projects 
• Transparency 
• Articulate change 
• Opportunity to discuss successes and challenges

• Do we align on what these are?
• Elevate critical issues impeding progress  

• To achieve desired outcomes and goals
• Inform changes and address gaps  
• Move faster? Greater scale? 
• Trade-offs
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Focus on outcomes of objectives

Values
Values are core beliefs or principles that 

guide the work of the Met Council, our 
expectations of partnerships, and our 

policy and program development.

1

Vision
Our vision is what we want to achieve 

for the region through our policies, 
practices, programs, and partnerships.

2
Goals

Our goals will broadly describe the 
desired end states that we want to 

achieve for the region.

3

Objectives
For each area of Met Council 
responsibility, achievable results that 
advance each regional goal.

4
Policies
Statement of the Met Council’s intent 
and approach to regional issues or 
topics, independently and in its roles 
with partners.

5
Actions
Specific strategies or activities to 
implement policies and achieve goals.

6
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Principles for outcomes measures

Collectively, outcomes measures are
• Relevant to all key stakeholders (‘something for everyone’)

-  Connect to the lived experiences of residents
• Trackable over time
• Sensitive to change 
• Capturing impact, not outputs
• Not limited to required reporting  The “perfect set” 

of measures 
doesn’t exist! 
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Land Use objectives
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Cross-cutting measures

Density and development 

New Description
LAND USE OBJECTIVE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Minimum density requirements for new connections to the regional 
sewer system are met

X X X

Net density of recorded plats increase (units per acre, by designation) X X X

* Acreage of infill development and redevelopment X X X X

* Acreage of clean-up funded by LCA’s Tax-Base Revitalization grants X X X X

New affordable housing is developed across communities X X X X

Local governments adopt strategies to create affordable housing X X X X
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Cross-cutting measures

Transportation and climate

New Description
LAND USE OBJECTIVE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Average travel times by transportation mode to everyday destinations 
(schools, food stores, job centers)

X X X X X

* Miles of dedicated bike and pedestrian infrastructure per capita X X X

* Travelshed by transportation mode to parks or green space X X X X

* Local governments adopt strategies to address climate change X X X X

* Local governments adopt strategies to protect and restore natural 
systems

X X X X

* Areas of concentrated carbon sequestration X X X X
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“How” we implement Imagine 2050

Engagement 
• Implementation of Imagine 

2050 equity frameworks 
• Commitments to American 

Indian Advisory Council (in 
objective 1 and overall)

• Convening 

Technical assistance
• Evaluate effectiveness of tools 

and programming 
(requirements and influence)

• Comprehensive planning 
process 

• Funding 
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Discussion questions 

We would love to hear from you: 
1. Reactions or questions to cross-cutting measures 

ideas presented here?
 

2. What other ideas do you have for land use policy 
measurement – outcomes or “how”? 

3. How should we engage our local government 
partners in the development of measures? 
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