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Today’s Agenda

Technical Assistance Overview

Sector Representatives and Technical Teams

Local Planning Handbook Update
• Plan Elements 
• Community Pages
• Checklist of Minimum Requirements
• GHG Strategy Tools and Climate Action Toolkit
• Natural Systems Planning Tools
• Housing Toolkit

Planning Assistance Grants and Small Communities Planning Program

PlanIt Program Update
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Sector 
Representatives 
and Technical 
Teams
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Sector Representatives
Sector 
Representatives

• Communicate across 
boundaries and work units

• Provide technical assistance 
to local governments

• Coordinate the Council’s 
review process

• Develop and implement 
regional policy

• Link to Current Sector 
Representatives Map

https://giswebsite.metc.state.mn.us/mapgallery/pdfs/sector_reps.pdf
https://giswebsite.metc.state.mn.us/mapgallery/pdfs/sector_reps.pdf
https://giswebsite.metc.state.mn.us/mapgallery/pdfs/sector_reps.pdf
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Training for Technical Reviewers
Comprehensive Plan Review Training and Criteria Development

Training program for technical reviewers 
• Prepare for the 2050 process 
• Develop and hold periodic “refresher” events 
• Train and onboarding new staff throughout the process.  

Goals
1. Shared understanding: knowledge of the standards and criteria for conducting 

reviews  
2. Communicate: share reasoning behind review determinations internally 
3. Efficiency and Transparency: Identifying the errors and how to best communicate to 

local governments
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Supporting Process Updates

Analyze, review, and revise process guidance as needed

• Most recent update (November 2022): 
Administrative Review of Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

• Program Updates
• Plat Monitoring Program

• Updates to Process and Guidelines (planned or underway)
• MUSA Implementation Guidelines
• Flexible Development Guidelines
• Preliminary Plan Review Process
• Comprehensive Plan Review Process
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Local Planning 
Handbook 
Update
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Local Planning Handbook

The One-Stop-Shop for Comprehensive Planning

• Designed to support communities with the update of their 
local comprehensive plans.

• Clear guidance on minimum requirements and how to 
meet them

• Tools, maps, resources, and technical assistance
• To help meet minimum requirements
• To get more out of their local planning process
• To help with a variety of planning issues of interest to 

communities across the region
• Community-specific information and checklists
• Training and resources beyond the minimum requirements

Tools

Individual 
Community 

Pages

Checklist of 
Minimum 

Requirement
s

Affected 
Jurisdictions 

List

Online 
Submittal 

Portal

Status 
Tracking

Dynamic 
Maps
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2050 Local Planning Handbook Update
Process and Timeline

• Internal scoping and planning
• Test the user experience (current site)
• Engagement with local governments on clarity and comprehension of 

minimum requirements checklists, user testing of website, and overall 
functionality feedback

• Internal content audit and coordination
• Update tools, content, and online platform to reflect Imagine 2050 policy 

direction
• Test user experience on new platform
• Launch the updated Local Planning Handbook in August 2025

Aug 
2024

Aug 
2025
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Plan Element Pages

Landing page for each required chapter
• Explore minimum requirements and related 

resources
• Dynamic tools
• Factsheets
• Templates
• Policy Plan Summary
• Links to External Resources

• Get More Out Of Your Plan
• Information and resources to help communities 

go beyond the minimum requirements.
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Community Pages: Personalized Content

System Statements

Minimum Requirements Checklist

Ready-to-Go Maps
Regional interactive Map

Downloadable Data:
• Population Forecasts
• Affordable Housing Need 

Number
• Sewer Allocation 

Forecasts

Key Contact Info
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Checklist of Minimum Requirements

One of the most critical resources in the Handbook

• The Minimum Requirements Checklist is a key resource 
in the Local Planning Handbook and must be clear and 
user-friendly.

• Each community (188 total) will receive a 
customized checklist

• Focus groups convened to:
• Improve clarity and accessibility of requirements
• Identify resource gaps
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GHG Strategy Planning Tool
Meeting new 
climate requirements

• The tool will have a greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions inventory for each community

• It will also allow communities to project the 
emissions impacts of GHG reduction strategies



13

M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il

Climate Action Toolkit

Profiling example climate actions
• Purpose: Provide a technical resource to assist 

local government partners in identifying climate actions 
for their comprehensive plans

• Toolkit of climate actions covering all required 
mitigation and adaptation sectors, detailing:

• Action impact
• Case studies or examples
• Environmental justice considerations
• Ease of implementation
• Additional resources
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Natural Systems Planning Tools
Providing a natural 
systems regional 
planning framework

A mapping tool will help 
cities meet their requirements 
by connecting data to 
planning concepts.

A story map will provide 
context for the mapping tool.

Natural systems strategies 
will be part of the climate 
action toolkit.

Natural Systems Planning Tool Demo: Natural-systems-mapping-tool-test

https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
https://metrotransitmn.shinyapps.io/natural-systems-mapping-tool-test/
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Housing Toolkit
Assisting local governments 
identifying implementation strategies
• Purpose: Provide a technical resource to assist 

local government partners in identifying housing 
actions for their comprehensive plans

• Toolkit of housing policies, programs and fiscal 
devices connected to various local and regional 
housing needs, each tool will have:

• Considerations for implementation
• Local examples
• Best Practices
• Ease/barriers to implementation
• Met Council funding availability (LCA and 

HUD PRO funding)
• Additional resources
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Planning 
Assistance 
Grants and the 
Small 
Communities 
Planning 
Program 
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2050 Planning Assistance Grant Program

Program Status Update
• Land Use Advisory Committee (LUAC) started review of 2050 eligibility criteria 

in January 2025. LUAC is currently working through:
− eligibility criteria recommendations
− considerations for award categories
− funding scenarios for award amounts
− overall budget considerations
− options for incentive programs

• Focus on community population and net tax capacity per capita
• Priorities include: 

− serving as many communities as practical
− providing similar or better levels of financial support as previous cycle

• Program is not intended to fund the full cost of statutory planning requirements 
but to supplement the local government’s responsibilities.
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Small Communities Planning Program

Program Status Update
• LUAC started review of proposed program in January 2025 

and is currently working through:
− eligibility criteria recommendations
− funding and overall budget considerations
− options for local cost-sharing

• Focus on net tax capacity per capita and community 
population

• Priorities include: 
− serving as many communities as practical
− reducing burden of comprehensive plan updates for the 

communities with the least capacity to manage them
• Estimated capacity to assist approximately 30 communities 

with their comprehensive plan updates to meet planning 
minimum requirements, including planning services and 
targeted engineering service needs.
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PlanIt Program 
Update
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Webinars

Workshops

Conference

Tutorials/Demos

News blasts

2026 – 2028 PlanIt Program: Comprehensive planning technical assistance 
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PlanIt Program Updates

Planning Kickoff

• Objectives of PlanIt
• Create new content
• Improve branding
• Improve user experience

• Five Phases (see graphic)
• New PlanIt Leads



Thank you

Emma Dvorak
Senior Planner, Local Planning Assistance
emma.dvorak@metc.state.mn.us
(651) 602-1399

Angela R. Torres, AICP
Senior Manager, Local Planning Assistance
angela.torres@metc.state.mn.us 
(651) 602-1566

mailto:emma.dvorak@metc.state.mn.us
mailto:angela.torres@metc.state.mn.us
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