
Committee Report 

Business Item No. 2013-176 
Community Development Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of June 26, 2013  

Subject: Request for Reimbursement Consideration for Dakota County Regional Park and 
Trails Projects 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council consider reimbursing Dakota County up to $6,303,480 from its 
share of future Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs for the following projects:  
 
1. Whitetail Woods Regional Park construction     $5,453,480 

Site grading, access drive, parking lot, play area, trails, sledding hill, site furnishings, 
utilities, landscaping, signage, picnic shelter, restroom building, camper cabins and 
associated phase 1 improvements. 
 

2. Mississippi River Regional Trail-trailhead construction   $450,000 
Parking lot, bathroom building, utilities, signs, landscaping, trails, site furnishings and 
miscellaneous site amenities to serve the regional trail at Swing Bridge Park in Inver Grove 
Heights. 
 

3. Mississippi River Regional Trail -Spring Lake Park engineering   $400,000 
Design and engineering for regional trail from Schaars Bluff picnic area to the western park 
boundary. 

However, the Council does not under any circumstances represent or guarantee that 
reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency 
to reimbursement. 

 

Summary of Committee Discussion/Questions 
Chair Cunningham inquired why the action states that the Council will consider reimbursing 
Dakota County in a future capital improvement program (CIP). Jan Youngquist, Planning 
Analyst, indicated that typically projects are funded through the regional parks CIP and then 
the park implementing agency undertakes the work.  Sometimes the timing of a project does 
not correspond to the Council’s CIP, however.  In these cases, agencies request Council 
approval of a project prior to commencing the work and that the Council consider reimbursing 
them for their expenditures in a future regional parks CIP.   

The Community Development Committee unanimously approved the proposed action. 

  



Business Item No. 2013-176 
Community Development Committee 
Meeting date:  June 17, 2013 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of  June 26, 2013 

Subject:  Request for Reimbursement Consideration for Dakota County Regional Park and 
Trails Projects  

District(s), Member(s):  District 15, Steven Chavez and District 16, Wendy Wulff 

Policy/Legal Reference: MN Statute 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented:  Jan Youngquist, AICP, Planning Analyst (651-602-1029) 

Division/Department:  Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council consider reimbursing Dakota County up to $6,303,480 from its 
share of future Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs for the following projects:  
 
1. Whitetail Woods Regional Park construction    $5,453,480 

Site grading, access drive, parking lot, play area, trails, sledding hill, site furnishings, 
utilities, landscaping, signage, picnic shelter, restroom building, camper cabins and 
associated phase 1 improvements. 
 

2. Mississippi River Regional Trail-trailhead construction   $450,000 
Parking lot, bathroom building, utilities, signs, landscaping, trails, site furnishings and 
miscellaneous site amenities to serve the regional trail at Swing Bridge Park in Inver Grove 
Heights. 
 

3. Mississippi River Regional Trail -Spring Lake Park engineering   $400,000 
Design and engineering for regional trail from Schaars Bluff picnic area to the western park 
boundary. 

However, the Council does not under any circumstances represent or guarantee that 
reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency 
to reimbursement. 

 

Background 
Dakota County has requested that the Metropolitan Council consider reimbursing the County 
up to $6,303,480 from its share of future regional parks capital improvement programs for 
three projects as follows as described in Attachment 1: 

1. Whitetail Woods Regional Park construction    $5,453,480 
Site grading, access drive, parking lot, play area, trails, sledding hill, site furnishings, 
utilities, landscaping, signage, picnic shelter, restroom building, camper cabins and 
associated phase 1 improvements. 
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2. Mississippi River Regional Trail-trailhead construction   $450,000 

Parking lot, bathroom building, utilities, signs, landscaping, trails, site furnishings and 
miscellaneous site amenities to serve the regional trail at Swing Bridge Park in Inver Grove 
Heights. 
 

3. Mississippi River Regional Trail -Spring Lake Park engineering   $400,000 
Design and engineering for regional trail from Schaars Bluff picnic area to the western park 
boundary. 

 

Rationale 
The request for reimbursement consideration is consistent with Finance Strategy 6 from the 
2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan. 
 

Funding 
Funding for the future reimbursement of the projects may be awarded through Dakota 
County’s share of Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs (CIP).  Metropolitan Council 
action is required to approve specific grants to Dakota County.  The Council does not under 
any circumstances represent or guarantee that reimbursement will be granted, and 
expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency to reimbursement. 

 

Known Support / Opposition 
There was not a quorum of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission (MPOSC) at 
its June 4 meeting, so MPOSC members could not formally approve a motion.  However, there 
was a unanimous consensus of the MPOSC members in attendance to support the staff 
recommendation.  There is no known opposition to the request. 
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Business Item No. 2013-176 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
Meeting date: June 4, 2013 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of June 17, 2013  

Subject:  Request for Reimbursement Consideration for Dakota County Regional Park and 
Trails Projects  

District(s), Member(s):  MPOSC District H, Barbara Schmidt  

Policy/Legal Reference:  MN Statute 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented:  Jan Youngquist, AICP, Planning Analyst (651-602-1029) 

Division/Department:  Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 
 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council consider reimbursing Dakota County up to $6,303,480 from its 
share of future Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs for the following projects:  
 
1. Whitetail Woods Regional Park construction    $5,453,480 

Site grading, access drive, parking lot, play area, trails, sledding hill, site furnishings, 
utilities, landscaping, signage, picnic shelter, restroom building, camper cabins and 
associated phase 1 improvements. 
 

2. Mississippi River Regional Trail-trailhead construction   $450,000 
Parking lot, bathroom building, utilities, signs, landscaping, trails, site furnishings and 
miscellaneous site amenities to serve the regional trail at Swing Bridge Park in Inver Grove 
Heights. 
 

3. Mississippi River Regional Trail -Spring Lake Park engineering   $400,000 
Design and engineering for regional trail from Schaars Bluff picnic area to the western park 
boundary. 

However, the Council does not under any circumstances represent or guarantee that 
reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency 
to reimbursement. 

 

Background 
Dakota County has requested that the Metropolitan Council consider reimbursing the County 
up to $6,303,480 from its share of future regional parks capital improvement programs for 
three projects as follows as described in Attachment 1: 

1. Whitetail Woods Regional Park construction    $5,453,480 
Site grading, access drive, parking lot, play area, trails, sledding hill, site furnishings, 
utilities, landscaping, signage, picnic shelter, restroom building, camper cabins and 
associated phase 1 improvements. 
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2. Mississippi River Regional Trail-trailhead construction   $450,000 

Parking lot, bathroom building, utilities, signs, landscaping, trails, site furnishings and 
miscellaneous site amenities to serve the regional trail at Swing Bridge Park in Inver Grove 
Heights. 
 

3. Mississippi River Regional Trail -Spring Lake Park engineering   $400,000 
Design and engineering for regional trail from Schaars Bluff picnic area to the western park 
boundary. 

Rationale 
Dakota County is requesting that these costs be considered for reimbursement from its share 
of future regional parks capital improvement programs.   The request for reimbursement 
consideration is consistent with Finance Strategy 6 from the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan, 
which states: 

 

Finance Strategy 6: Reimbursement 

“…Reimbursement will be considered for development provided the project in 
question is consistent in timing, scale, type and cost with an approved master 
plan; that all information required for the development grant is submitted to the 
Council prior to the regional park implementing agency undertaking the project; 
and that the Council approves the project…”  

 

This request meets the terms of Finance Strategy 6 for the following reasons: 

1. The timing, scale and cost for the projects are consistent with the Metropolitan 
Council approved master plans for Whitetail Woods Regional Park (Project 1) and 
Mississippi River Regional Trail (Projects 2 and 3).  The Whitetail Woods Regional 
Park master plan was approved in May 2012 (Referral No.50024-1) and the 
Mississippi River Regional Trail master plan that includes projects 2 and 3 was 
approved in July 1999 (Referral No. 15553-5).  
 

2. Sufficient information has been submitted in this request regarding what would be 
financed with a Council grant to meet the requirements of Finance Strategy 6.  In this 
case, that information is contained in the County’s letter Attachment 1.    

 
3. Dakota County is requesting Metropolitan Council approval for County expenditures 

on this project prior to undertaking it.  

 

Funding 
Funding for the future reimbursement of the projects may be awarded through Dakota 
County’s share of Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs (CIP).  Metropolitan Council 
action is required to approve specific grants to Dakota County.  The Council does not under 
any circumstances represent or guarantee that reimbursement will be granted, and 
expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency to reimbursement. 

Known Support / Opposition 
There is no known opposition to this request as it is consistent with Finance Strategy 6 from 
the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan. 
 
  



Q:\community_dev\2013\061713\2013-176.docx 5 
 

Attachment 1: Letter from Steve Sullivan, Dakota County Parks  
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