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Committee Report 
Business Item No. 2014-62 

Community Development Committee 
 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 26, 2014 

Subject: Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Request for the Intercity Regional Trail, Three Rivers 
Park District 

Proposed Action 

That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $55,400 from the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund Acquisition Account 
to Three Rivers Park District to finance up to 75% of the costs to acquire five permanent public 
trailway easements for the Intercity Regional Trail as described in Attachments 1 to 7.  The 
grant should be financed with: 

• $33,240 from the FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund appropriation, and 
• $22,160 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

The grant will be matched with up to $18,465 by Three Rivers Park District. 

2. Authorize the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and accompanying 
documents including the restrictive covenant.  

Summary of Committee Discussion/Questions 
On March 17, 2014, the Community Development Committee unanimously recommended 
approval of the proposed action. 



Page - 1 
Q:\community_dev\2014\031714\2014-62.docx 

Business Item No. 2014-62 

Community Development Committee 
Meeting date: March 17, 2014 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 26, 2014 

Subject: Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Request for the Intercity Regional Trail, Three Rivers 
Park District  

District(s), Member(s): Council District 5, Steve Elkins; and District 8, Adam Duininck 

Policy/Legal Reference: MN Statute Section 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner, Regional Parks & Natural Res. (651-602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $55,400 from the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund Acquisition Account 
to Three Rivers Park District to finance up to 75% of the costs to acquire five permanent public 
trailway easements for the Intercity Regional Trail as described in Attachments 1 to 7.  The 
grant should be financed with: 

• $33,240 from the FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund appropriation, and 
• $22,160 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

The grant will be matched with up to $18,465 by Three Rivers Park District. 

2. Authorize the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and accompanying 
documents including the restrictive covenant. 

Background 
On February 20, 2014, Three Rivers Park District requested a park acquisition opportunity fund grant of 
up to $55,400 to acquire five permanent public trailway easements for the Intercity Regional Trail 
(Attachment 1).  These five easements represent the first of approximately 17 permanent public 
trailway easements that the Park District will acquire over the next several months for the Regional 
Trail.  The easements total 4,701 square feet, or 0.108 acres.  

The proposed acquisition is consistent with the Intercity Regional Trail master plan, which the 
Metropolitan Council approved on October 31, 2012 (Business item 2012-316).  The master plan 
indicates that trail easements may be required, and includes the estimated costs (Attachment 1, “Brief 
Overview of Grant Request”). The closing for each easement is contingent upon the Metropolitan 
Council’s action on the grant request.  

The easements total approximately 3,400 square feet, or 0.08 acres in size and are located in the cities 
of Bloomington and Richfield.  They are depicted in context of the Inter-City Regional Trail alignment in 
Attachment 2.  They include the Halverson property at 8256 Old Cedar Avenue South in Bloomington 
(Attachment 3), the Patterson property at 8400 Old Cedar Avenue South in Bloomington (Attachment 
4), the RKR property at 7700 12th Avenue South in Richfield (Attachment 5), the Hendrickson property 
at 8214 Old Cedar Avenue South in Bloomington (Attachment 6), and the MLMJR property at 8234 Old 
Cedar Avenue South in Bloomington (Attachment 7). 

Rationale 
In 2001, the Metropolitan Council established a Park Acquisition Opportunity 
Fund grant program to assist regional park agencies in acquiring land for the 
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Metropolitan Regional Park System.  Land that is acquired must be within Metropolitan Council 
approved master plan boundaries for that particular park or trail unit. 

Currently, the cumulative amount of all Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grants totals $34,813,674 
which acquired 2,841 acres.   

All park acquisition opportunity grant agreements include an “agreement and restrictive covenant” that 
park agencies record to ensure that the property remains in regional recreation use.  The Metropolitan 
Council’s action authorizes the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and 
accompanying documents including the restrictive covenant. 

The Parks District’s grant request is consistent with the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Rules. 

Funding 
The current balance in the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Parks and Trails Legacy Fund account is 
$3,241,900, which includes the $452,658 from fiscal year 2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
appropriation and $2,789,242 from Metropolitan Council bonds.  The Metropolitan Council added $1.5 
million to this fund on September 25, 2013.  Note that the balance reflects the City of Bloomington’s 
acquisition grant request ($187,029).  

The Park District’s estimated acquisition costs total $73,865 which includes the purchase price, 
appraisal, and title insurance and closing costs as shown in Table 1.  

Table 1:  Acquisition Costs  

Cost Items Amount 

Purchase Price (5 Easements)  $50,800 

Closing costs, Title Insurance, etc.  $23,065 

Total Acquisition  $73,865 

 

The Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant will be financed with the following revenue sources, 
shown in Table 2. The Park District will fund the required 25% match and is not requesting future 
reimbursement from a regional parks capital improvement program.  

Table 2: Acquisition Grant Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources  Amount 

Estimated Total Acquisition Costs $73,865 

Grant Total (up to 75% acquisition total) $55,400 

FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (60%) $33,240 

Metropolitan Council bonds (40%) $22,160 

Local Match (25%) $18,465 

If the Metropolitan Council approves this grant to Three Rivers Park District, the Parks and Trails 
Legacy Fund Acquisition Account balance is $3,186,500.  

Known Support / Opposition 
There is no known opposition to the Park District’s acquisition of these five easements for the Intercity 
Regional Trail, or to its grant request. The Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
unanimously approved the report recommendations.
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Business Item No. 2014-XXX  

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
Meeting date: March 11, 2014 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of: March 17, 2014 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 26, 2014 

Subject: Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Request for Intercity Regional Trail, Three Rivers 
Park District 

District(s), Member(s): MPOSC District C, William Weber 

Policy/Legal Reference: MN Statute Section 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner-Regional Parks and Natural Resources (651-
602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Authorize a grant of up to $55,400 from the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund Acquisition Account 
to Three Rivers Park District to finance up to 75% of the costs to acquire five permanent public 
trailway easements for the Intercity Regional Trail as described in Attachments 1 to 7.  The 
grant should be financed with: 

• $33,240 from the FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund appropriation, and 

• $22,160 from Metropolitan Council bonds 

The grant will be matched with up to $18,465 by Three Rivers Park District.  

2. Authorize the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and accompanying 
documents including the restrictive covenant. 

Background 
On February 20, 2014, Three Rivers Park District requested a park acquisition opportunity fund grant of 
up to $55,400 to acquire five permanent public trailway easements for the Intercity Regional Trail 
(Attachment 1).  These five easements represent the first of approximately 17 permanent public 
trailway easements that the Park District will acquire over the next several months for the Regional 
Trail.  The easements total 4,701 square feet, or 0.108 acres.  

The proposed acquisition is consistent with the Intercity Regional Trail master plan, which the 
Metropolitan Council approved on October 31, 2012 (Business item 2012-316).  The master plan 
indicates that trail easements may be required, and includes the estimated costs (Attachment 1, “Brief 
Overview of Grant Request”). The closing for each easement is contingent upon the Metropolitan 
Council’s action on the grant request.  

The easements total approximately 3,400 square feet, or 0.08 acres in size and are located in the cities 
of Bloomington and Richfield.  They are depicted in context of the Inter-City Regional Trail alignment in 
Attachment 2.  They include the Halverson property at 8256 Old Cedar Avenue South in Bloomington 
(Attachment 3), the Patterson property at 8400 Old Cedar Avenue South in 
Bloomington (Attachment 4), the RKR property at 7700 12th Avenue South in 
Richfield (Attachment 5), the Hendrickson property at 8214 Old Cedar Avenue 
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South in Bloomington (Attachment 6), and the MLMJR property at 8234 Old Cedar Avenue South in 
Bloomington (Attachment 7).  

Rationale 
In 2001, the Metropolitan Council established a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant program to 
assist regional park agencies in acquiring land for the Metropolitan Regional Park System.  Land that is 
acquired must be within Metropolitan Council approved master plan boundaries for that particular park 
or trail unit. 

Currently, the cumulative amount of all Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grants totals $34,813,674 
which acquired 2,841 acres.   

All park acquisition opportunity grant agreements include an “agreement and restrictive covenant” that 
park agencies record to ensure that the property remains in regional recreation use.  The Metropolitan 
Council’s action authorizes the Community Development Director to sign the grant agreement and 
accompanying documents including the restrictive covenant. 

The Parks District’s grant request is consistent with the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Rules. 

Funding 
The current balance in the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Parks and Trails Legacy Fund account is 
$3,241,900, which includes the $452,658 from fiscal year 2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
appropriation and $2,789,242 from Metropolitan Council bonds.  The Metropolitan Council added $1.5 
million to this fund on September 25, 2013.  Note that the balance reflects the City of Bloomington’s 
acquisition grant request ($187,029).  

The Park District’s estimated acquisition costs total $73,865 which includes the purchase price, 
appraisal, and title insurance and closing costs as shown in Table 1.  

Table 1:  Acquisition Costs  

Cost Items Amount 

Purchase Price (5 Easements)  $50,800 

Closing costs, Title Insurance, etc.  $23,065 

Total Acquisition  $73,865 

 

The Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund grant will be financed with the following revenue sources, 
shown in Table 2. The Park District will fund the required 25% match and is not requesting future 
reimbursement from a regional parks capital improvement program.  

Table 2: Acquisition Grant Revenue Sources  

Revenue Sources  Amount 

Estimated Total Acquisition Costs $73,865 

Grant Total (up to 75% acquisition total) $55,400 

FY2014 Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (60%) $33,240 

Metropolitan Council bonds (40%) $22,160 

Local Match (25%) $18,465 
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If the Metropolitan Council approves this grant to Three Rivers Park District, the Parks and Trails 
Legacy Fund Acquisition Account balance is $3,186,500. 

Known Support / Opposition 
There is no known opposition to the Park District’s acquisition of these five easements for the Intercity 
Regional Trail, or to its grant request.  
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Attachment 1: Three Rivers Park District - Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Grant Request 
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Attachment 2: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail Master Plan Map  
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Attachment 3: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail, Nannette K. Halverson Easement (1 
of 5) 
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Attachment 4: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail, Mark A. & Cheryl K. Patterson 
Easement (2 of 5) 
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Attachment 5: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail, RKR Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
Easement (3 of 5)  
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Attachment 6: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail, James K. & Jean L. Hendrickson 
Easement (4 of 5) 
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Attachment 7: Three Rivers Park District, Intercity Regional Trail, MLMJR Properties, Etal (5 of 5) 
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