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DATE:  Friday, May 23, 2014 

TO:  Council Members 

FROM: Libby Starling, Manager of Regional Policy and Research                                              
Dan Marckel, Planning Analyst 

SUBJECT: Public comments on Thrive MSP 2040 

 

Attached are the public comments received on Thrive MSP 2040.  

Comments are grouped into categories (with number of submissions): 

• Cities, township and local public entities (52) 
• Counties and county-level public entities (11) 
• Elected officials (2) 
• State agencies (4) 
• Organizations (19) 
• Residents (54) 

These comments are the basis for changes that been have made in Thrive MSP 2040, attached 
separately. 

A detailed analysis of comments and changes made to Thrive will be available as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2014/5-28-14/Complete-Thrive-draft.aspx




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































May 6, 2014 

Susan Haigh 

Metropolitan Council 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

Dear Chair Haigh, 

For 15 years I’ve been tracking a rapidly changing and evolving climate in Minnesota, and reporting to the public 
about the trends. We are, in fact, entering a new normal, and climate volatility has gone from theory to reality. 
We’re seeing the impacts in a myriad of ways, from higher summer dew points to erratic winters and a longer 
freeze-thaw cycle in the spring. Summer rains are falling with greater intensity. The Minnesota State Climate Office 
reports four separate Thousand Year flash floods in Minnesota, just since 2004. In addition to an increase in the 
frequency of jaw-dropping weather, we’re seeing more swings from drought to flood, what many have dubbed 
“weather whiplash”.  The latest National Climate Assessment released May 6 confirms what scientists have been 
telling us for some time: this isn’t your grandfather’s weather anymore. 

Although there is certainly reason for concern, there are steps Minnesota can and must take to increase the 
resilience of our infrastructure, to make our communities as weather-resistant as possible. Data from the 
University of Minnesota shows our state has already warmed 3 degrees F. since the early 1800s; more warming is 
in the pipeline, and the visible manifestations of that warming will be even more extremes; more numerous and 
frequent swings in temperature and moisture. We need to be ready. Smart growth and economic success will 
require new strategies that factor a more volatile climate. What worked in 1940 certainly won’t work in 2040. 

The Thrive MSP 2040 plan does, in fact, call for “building in resilience” to land use and regional developing, with 
the goal of promoting “sensitive land use and development patterns to achieve Minnesota’s adopted greenhouse 
gas emissions goals at a regional scale.” The time for promotion has passed. It’s time for action. I would suggest 
the Council’s role might be one of coordinating the region’s achievement of greenhouse gas emission goals 
adopted by the State in 2007. Specifically, the role described for the Metropolitan Council and the communities in 
the region, as outlined on pages 83-84, require further strengthening if we are to successfully address this 
fundamental shift and tackle one of the most complex, all-encompassing issues of our time. 

Minnesota has a long, rich history of being progressive, enlightened, and on the cutting edge of change. Climate 
change touches all aspects of our communities, from public health and transportation to infrastructure, storm 
readiness, building codes and insurance. Future generations will judge us on our willingness to acknowledge the 
science, respect the trends we’re seeing in the data, and rise to the occasion with thoughtful, effective policy. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Thrive 2014 plan. 

Paul Douglas 

Senior Meteorologist, Media Logic Group 
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