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Manufactured Home Park Equity Grant 
• Overview of Project

• Integration- Collaboration

• Baseline Report 
– Background
– Why MHPs Matter
– Policy Considerations

• Pilot Grant: 50/50 SAC Match 
– Grant Structure
– Eligible Communities

• Thrive Outcomes 
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Two Part Effort: 
• Baseline Report assessing MHPs in region - Council 

policies 

• Pilot Grant to incent connection to regional wastewater 
treatment system & preserve a MHP
– Supported by Equity Implementation Team Funding
– 3 Eligible Communities – based on readiness to connect 

Project Overview
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Thrive Lens – Principles 

Integration

Collaboration

Accountability

• Community Development & 
Environmental Services 

• Local Government, Peer 
Agencies, Non-Profits, &      
Park Owners

• Results to be analyzed         
for effectiveness & 
reproducibility 
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• External Collaboration 
– Agency Partners
– Eligible grant communities 

& MHP owners

• Events & Conferences
– National I’M HOME

• NCF/ROC-USA Dialogue
– MN Policy Conference

Collaboration



Manufactured Home Park 
Preservation Baseline Report 
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• 14,000 units 
home to 
39,000 people

• Lease land in 
privately-
owned MHPs

• Most in 
suburban 
areas

Background
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Provide
enhanced 
housing choices, 
including 
homeownership 
for many

Background
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Why MHP Preservation Matters
Often overlooked as affordable housing option & is            
largely unsubsidized 

14,229

11,397

15,268

15,987

20,733

Manufactured Housing

Public Housing

Section 8 New Construction &
Substantial Rehabilitation

Low Income Housing Tax Credits

Housing Choice Vouchers
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Why Park Preservation Matters
Affordable housing for the most economically 
disadvantaged

6%

24%

89%

100%

Share of Housing Units Affordable to
Extremely Low-Income People (30% or

less of Area Median Income)

Share of Housing Units Affordable to
Very Low-Income People (50% or less of

Area Median Income)

Manufactured Home Parks Region
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Manufactured Home Parks are a Resource at Risk  

Why Park Preservation Matters

Road Improvement Projects 
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Why Park Preservation Matters
Closures can have Disproportionate Impact on Residents of Color

1
2

Households of color
represented 10% of park 
residents in MN

But represent 54% of
Residents displaced in MN by
park closures

Source: All Parks Alliance for Change, 2007
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Access to 
Opportunities 

• Educational 
Opportunity –
High Performing 
Schools

• Unique Approaches 
to Social Service 
Delivery

• Access to Jobs and 
Transit



Program & Policy Considerations



15

Confluence of Council 
Principles, Programs, & Policies 

Access to 
Schools, Transit, 
& Parks & Trails

Sewer 
Availability 

Charge, Inflow 
& Infiltration, & 
Water Quality

Housing Policy 
& Livable 

Communities 
Act Programs

MHPs
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Housing Policy & Livable 
Communities Act  
Considerations

Encourage comp plans 
to address MHPs & 
preservation strategies 
& continue 
collaborating (no cost)

Explore potential 
eligibility under LCA 
programs & notify 
partners of 
opportunities ($)

Expand the Pilot to 
incent connection for 
additional remaining         
unsewered MHPs ($$)
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Inflow & Infiltration 
Considerations

Retain I/I Grant 
Eligibility for 
preservation  
(no cost)

Combine I/I 
funding with 
connection 
incentives to 
improve 
infrastructure & 
secure additional 
connections ($)

Work with partners to 
establish a dedicated 
infrastructure fund, 
providing low-cost 
financing when and 
where preservation 
opportunities arise 
($$)
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Sewer Availability Charge (SAC) 
Considerations

Evaluate 
incentives that  
‘move the needle’ 
for MHP owners 
(no cost)

Pursue SAC 
deferral akin to 
small business 
deferral program 
to spread out 
payments ($)

Offer SAC discount 
similar to those for 
multifamily & 
publicly-assisted 
rental properties if 
warranted by 
additional flow data 
($$)



50/50 SAC Match Pilot 
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Example Costs for 300 Lot Park: 

Connection Can Be Expensive

Regional SAC and Other Costs Owner Cost*
Regional SAC (300 x $2,485 per lot/pad) $745,500

Local SAC charge ($1,500 per lot/pad) $450,000

Decommission on-site septic treatment system $150,000

On-site infrastructure costs $150,000
Total $1,495,500

*Conservative estimation 
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MHP Pilot Grant Program
• Pilot grant structure

– 50/50 match for regional SAC, up to $250,000
– Ex: 200 units, regional SAC= $497K (50% =$248K)

– Awarded to one of three eligible communities

• Eligible communities 
– Corcoran, Lake Elmo, East Bethel
– Identified based on key criterion of readiness to connect
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Corcoran, Maple Hill Estates
Potential Measureable Benefits:
Affordable Housing
• Preservation of 78% of the City’s 

affordable housing stock
• Residents of color make up 40% 

of MHP

Access to opportunities 
• 117 school-age kids - access to 

very high quality schools
• Access to transit – Arbor Lakes 

Job Center

Environmental Stewardship
• Surrounded by high-quality  

Regionally Significant 
Ecological Area 
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Lake Elmo, Cimarron Park
Potential Measureable Benefits:
Affordable Housing
• Preservation of 77% of the City’s 

affordable housing stock
• Latino population in MHP is 

44% of city’s Latino population

Access to opportunities 
• MHP is < 3 miles from Job Center
• 300 children in Stillwater school       

district- very high quality  

Environmental Stewardship
• Rose Lake improvements
• Surrounded by fragmented

RSEA of moderate 
quality
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East Bethel, Village Green North
Potential Measureable Benefits:
Affordable Housing
• Preservation of 42% of the City’s

affordable housing stock

Access to Opportunities 
• High quality school district 
• 8.5 miles from Job Center

Environmental Stewardship
• Crooked Brook-MPCA 303 (d) 

Impaired Water List 

Adjacent to Regional Wastewater
Reclamation Plant
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Applicant submittal considerations
• Readiness to connect
• Consistency with Council policies
• Preservation of manufactured home park
• No unreasonable rent increases
• Local government contributions / leverage
• Opportunities for Residents 

Grant Eligibility & Next Steps 
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Next Steps 

Notice of 
Funding 
Availability: 
Late 
Summer

Selection of 
Grantee & 
Execution of 
Agreement: 
Fall

Evaluation 
of Project & 
Pilot

Physical 
Connection 
to System: 
as soon as 
feasible
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Thrive Lens
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Thrive Lens – Outcomes 

Equity
Sustainability
Stewardship
Livability
Prosperity

• Expanded Choice &        
Affordable Preservation 

• Improved Water Quality

• Efficient Use of Financial 
Resources 

• Housing Choice- Protection 
Natural Resources 

• Access to educational and 
employment opportunities



For more information contact:

Freya Thamman, Sector Representative
freya.thamman@metc.state.mn.us

Jonathan Stanley, Housing Planning Analyst
jonathan.stanley@metc.state.mn.us

Questions??

mailto:freya.thamman@metc.state.mn.us
mailto:jonathan.stanley@metc.state.mn.us
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