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How will Minnesotans know what to 
do?

20%-25% of households with 
indicators of low internet use will 
be “Internet Choice” households

The bureau will send both the full 
paper questionnaire and 
information about responding 
online, followed by a series of 
reminder mailings.

75%-80% of households will be 
“Internet First” households

The bureau will send  mailings 
with information about 
responding  to the 2020 Census 
online and will only send a paper 
questionnaire if a household has 
not  responded online after 
multiple mailed reminders.



How will Minnesotans know what to 
do?

 Mailings from the 2018 End-to-End Test



New digital platform expands 
outreach opportunities

Email campaign with direct link to 2020 
Census response site
Peer-to-peer text messages with link to census 

forms
Census response tables organized and staffed 

by trusted community members



Answering the Census is Safe
The Law Protects Your Answers.
By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your answers with the IRS, FBI, Welfare, 
Immigration or any other government agency. No court of law, not even the President of 
the United States, can find out your answers. And the same law that keeps your answers 
out of the hands of these agencies, prevents the Census Bureau from selling or giving 
away your address to people who want to send you mail.

Highly Motivated Employees Protect Your Answers.
Census workers are sworn for life to secrecy. They know that if they give out any 
information they see on a form, they can face a $250,000 fine and a five-year prison 
term. Census workers must pass security and employment reference checks. Protecting 
the privacy of people who reply to the census is an important part of every census takers 
training.

Technology Protects Your Answers.
The Census Bureau protects your information with numerous security measures, including 
electronic barriers, scrambling devices and dedicated lines. Your answers are combined 
with others to produce the statistical summaries that are published. No one can connect 
your answers with your name or address.



Census counts guide the distribution of dollars

 600 billion federal dollars are 
distributed to state and local 
governments each year on the 
basis of census data

 At least $1,532 per person is 
allocated by the federal 
government to Minnesota each 
year (that’s $15,320 for the 
decade)



Historically Undercounted Communities
(aka Hard-to-Count)

1. Vacant Units
2. Multi-family Housing Units
3. Renter Occupied Units
4. Occupied Units with More Than 1.5 Persons Per Room
5. Households that are Not Husband/Wife Families
6. Occupied Units with No Telephone Service
7. Adults that are Not High School Graduates
8. People Below Poverty
9. Households with Public Assistance Income
10. People Unemployed
11. Linguistically Isolated Households
12. Occupied Units Where Householder Recently Moved Into Unit



What can Met Council do to help 
the 2020 Census?

 Fill out your form
 Help others fill out their form
 Encourage Met Council employees/family/retirees to work for the 

Census Bureau as office or field  staff
 Help promote census awareness and participation to needs-based 

programs (TAP, Metro HRA)
 Make Met Council assets (buses, LRT, shelters) and publications 

available for PSA’s
 Join your local CCC to increase awareness and participation in the 

2020 Census
 Form a CCC to increase awareness and participation in the 2020 

Census



Andrew Virden, Director of Census 
Operations and Engagement

 e-mail: andrew.virden@state.mn.us
 Phone: 651-201-2507 (w), 612-655-8896 (c)

mailto:andrew.virden@state.mn.us
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