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Direction in 
Thrive MSP 2040 Sustainability Outcome

Providing leadership, information, and technical assistance to 
support local governments’ consideration of climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, and resilience.

The Council will:
• Develop, collect, and disseminate information about climate 

change, including energy and climate data and the next 
generation of Regional Indicators data.

• Work with the State of Minnesota on a greenhouse gas 
emissions inventory that informs regional discussion on 
emissions reduction.

• Provide technical assistance to the region’s local 
governments, including identifying risks, best practices, and 
model ordinances for climate change mitigation and 
adaptation. 
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Climate Action Work Plan
Reducing the Council’s 
contributions to 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in the region and making 
our services and facilities 
resilient to the impacts of 
climate change.

• Internal to our planning and 
operations; it is not a 
regional climate action plan

• Five-year timeframe
• Lays the groundwork for 

more action beyond 2027
• Organized by commitments, 

strategies, and actions
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2050 Regional Development Guide
Working Regional Goals
Five shared regional goals addressing 1) equity, 2) healthy and 
safe communities, 3) economy, 4) natural systems, and 5) climate 
change

We lead on addressing climate change
We have mitigated greenhouse gas emissions and have 
adapted to ensure that our communities and systems 
are resilient to climate impacts.
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Climate Pollution Reduction Grant, EPA

Objectives of the grant
1. Encourage states, air agencies, municipalities, and 

Tribes to work together to create comprehensive 
pathways for reducing pollution and ensuring that 
investments maximize benefits, especially for low-
income and disadvantaged communities.

2. Provide state, local, and Tribal partners with flexible 
planning resources to assess and prepare to 
deploy resources provided by the Inflation Reduction 
Act, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, American Rescue 
Plan, and Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce 
Semiconductors (CHIPS) Act, and to develop new 
state and local laws and policies to maximize emission 
reduction.

3. Drive transformative and scalable decarbonization 
efforts in key sectors by enacting innovative policies 
and programs that can scale across jurisdictions.
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Greenhouse Gas Strategy Planning Tool

Greenhouse Gas Strategy Planning Tool
an analytical model that quantifies how specific strategies may reduce future 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions relative to a 2018 baseline at the city- and 
township-level. 

Community 
development 

research 
team

Sustainable Health Cities 
Network (partner)

Staff input/expertise 
across Council

Input, testing with local 
government staff 

Three-year collaborative development process (2020 – now)

Greenhouse 
Gas Strategy 
Planning Tool
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Expands local capacity for climate action

Planning tool’s key stakeholders: 
Local Governments. Cities and townships in our region 
aspire to act on climate change. While there is vast 
information, there are often not enough data or tools that 
are city-specific 

• Sustainability Coordinators. Some cities have 
staff dedicated to incorporating sustainability into 
the cities plans and operations.

• Planners. Many cities have already climate change 
action in their goals

• Elected officials. Some city officials want to 
respond to their constituencies with action on 
climate change. They need tools to guide them 
through the process. 
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Offers high-value technical assistance 

How local governments benefit 
• Decision-making. Local governments can better 

understand what actions they should implement to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

o Climate Action Plans. Climate Action Plans 
often need to identify measures to curb 
emissions. 

o Priorities. Making decisions about what to 
prioritize based on data. 

• Save time and resources. Local governments can 
invest more of their resources on engagement, 
outreach, and implementation versus technical 
analysis.

Source: City of St. Louis Park
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Tool: Sectors, strategies, and impacts

Retrofitting

Smart tech

Energy efficiency

Increase people 
& job densities

Encourage 
carpooling

More transit service

Promote tree 
planting

Conservation tillage

Three sectors
Each sector establishes a 

baseline, then applies tailored 
assumptions and calculates an 

emissions reduction

17 strategies
• Explore by theme
• Customize

Taken together, what is the 
impact on greenhouse gas 

emissions? 

Building 
Energy Transportation

Conservation & 
Carbon Stock

Land use, travel demand, population & job forecasts
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Example: Richfield and strategy bundles
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Example: Dials up in Minneapolis
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Example: Belle Plaine and custom strategies



LisaBeth Barajas
Executive Director, Community Development 
Lisa.Barajas@metc.state.mn.us
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Senior Researcher
Mauricio.leon@metc.state.mn.us

Special thanks to Council colleagues that supported 
the Greenhouse Gas Strategy Planning Tool 
development: Liz Roten, Laine McNamara, Ellen Esch, 
and Zoey Yandell.
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