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Committee Report 
Community Development Committee 

Community Development Committee Meeting: April 15, 2024 For the Metropolitan Council: April 24, 2024 

Business Item: 2024-89 
Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Stu-Mac), Washington 
County  

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $406,722 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to 
Washington County to acquire approximately 11 acres located at 9826 East Point Douglas 
Road South in Cottage Grove, MN, for the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Summary of Community Development Commission Discussion/Questions 
This business item was passed as part of the Community Development Committee’s consent agenda 
on April 15, 2024. 
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Committee Report 
 Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 

 

Community Development Committee Meeting: April 15, 2024        For the Metropolitan Council: April 24, 2024 

Business Item: 2024-89 
Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Stu-Mac), Washington 
County

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $406,722 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to 
Washington County to acquire approximately 11 acres located at 9826 East Point Douglas 
Road South in Cottage Grove, MN, for the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Summary of Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission Discussion 
Jessica Lee presented the staff report to the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission on 
April 4, 2024.  Sharon Price from Washington County was in attendance and helped answer 
questions. 
Commissioner David Yakes asked what portion this grant is of the total grant funding. Lee 
explained the two funding accounts - Parks and Trails Legacy Fund and Environment and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF), both matched with Council funds, and that Legacy funds roll over 
each year while ENRTF funds typically expire after 3 or 4 years. Currently the available funds total 
around $10 million.  
Commissioner Cecily Harris asked about the unique park boundary shape on the north end of the 
park. Price explained that in the early 2000s, about 38 acres were removed from the park 
boundary for the development of County and City Community Service Centers. 
Motion by Commissioner Harris, seconded by Commissioner Monica Dillenburg, the Commission 
voted unanimously to pass the proposed action. 
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Community Development Committee Meeting: April 15, 2024 For the Metropolitan Council: April 24, 2024

District(s), Member(s):  District F, Cecily Harris 

District 12, Susan Vento 
Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Const. art. XI, sec. 15; Minn. Stat. § 473.315; 2040 

Regional Parks Policy Plan, Chapter 4, Siting and Acquisition 
Policy- Strategy 1; Chapter 5, Planning Policy- Strategy 1; 
Chapter 8, Finance Policy- Strategy 7. FM 15-2 Grant/Loan 
Approval Policy, FM 14-2 Expenditures for the Procurement 
of Goods and Services Policy. 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Jessica Lee, Senior Planner, 651-602-1621 

Division/Department:  Community Development / Regional Planning 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $406,722 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to 
Washington County to acquire approximately 11 acres located at 9826 East Point Douglas 
Road South in Cottage Grove, MN, for the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Background 

Regional Park Implementing Agency and Project Request 
Washington County requested a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) grant on February 27, 
2024, to fund the acquisition of approximately 11 acres for the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional 
Park. A copy of the Agency’s request is attached to this item as Exhibit 2 with application details in 
Exhibit 3.  
Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park is in the southern part of Washington County (see Exhibit 1, 
Figures 1 and 2). The regional park is comprised of diverse natural systems with hills, heavily 
wooded ravines, prairies, wetlands, and ponds (see Exhibit 1, Figure 3). The park also contains 
Ravine Lake, a major attraction to the park. 

Subject Property 
The subject property is within the Council-approved boundary of the Cottage Grove Ravine 

Business Item: 2024-89 

Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Stu-Mac), Washington 
County 

Business Item 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
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Regional Park. The 11-acre undeveloped property contains a mix of prairie, hardwoods, wetlands, 
and ponds that provide important habitat for wildlife used for nesting, foraging, and a travel 
corridor.  

Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) 
The Council’s Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) Program provides funding to purchase 
property and easements via two state sources: the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (PTLF) and the 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF). The Council contributes by matching 
every $3 in state funds with $2 in Council funds. The $3 to $2 match is required at the program 
level, not the individual project level.  
State and Council funds contribute up to 75% of the purchase price and eligible costs; the 
Regional Park Implementing Agency (Agency) contributes the remaining 25% as local match. 

Project Budget 
The appraised value of the subject property is $525,000 and the Seller has agreed to that amount. 
See Exhibit 4 for more information on the appraisal. The total project cost including legal fees, 
environmental assessments, stewardship, taxes, and appraisal is $542,296, as shown in Table 1 
below. 
Table 1. Project Budget 

Budget item Requested amount 
Purchase price $525,000 
Appraisal, legal fees, taxes, closing costs $14,696 
Environmental assessments, phase I $2,100 
Site remediation and land stewardship $500 
Total Costs $542,296 
  
Grant structure  
          Grant amount $406,722 
          Local match $135,574 

Acquisition Details 
This is a straightforward fee title acquisition.  

Rationale 
Council staff conduct the review of each PAOF request on a first-come-first-served basis under the 
following standards: 
• the proposed acquisition complies with state statute and Council policy 
• all necessary documentation for the acquisition is in place 
• the appraisal is reasonable and appropriate 

This acquisition is consistent with: 
• The Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
• The 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan 

o Planning Policy Strategy 1 requires that before an Agency can receive a grant for 
acquisition, the proposed project must be consistent with a Council-approved long-range 
plan. The Council approved the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park long-range plan in 
2017 (Business Item 2017-76). The proposed acquisition is within the boundaries of the 
approved long-range plan. 

o Siting and Acquisition Strategy 1 prioritizes the acquisition of lands with natural resource 
features, access to water, and/or restoration potential for the Regional Parks System. The 

https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2017/4-26-17/0426_2017_76.aspx
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subject property contains approximately 11 acres of undeveloped land with high-quality 
natural resources including prairie, hardwoods, and wetlands. 

o Finance Strategy 7 authorizes the use of PAOF as the funding mechanism for the 
acquisition of Regional Park and Trail lands and matching every $3 in state funds with $2 
in Council bonds.  

Thrive Lens Analysis 
This request is consistent with Thrive MSP 2040’s Livability and Stewardship outcomes. The 
Council’s investment in the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park will provide additional access to 
nature and the outdoors and enhance quality of life.  

Funding 
The Council will fund the 75% share with Parks and Trails Legacy Fund and Council funds. The 
PAOF program has available funds in the Council’s Authorized Capital Program.  
Washington County will provide a local match of $135,574. 

Exhibit List 
Exhibit 1: Images 
Exhibit 2: Grant request letter 
Exhibit 3: Grant application 
Exhibit 4: Appraisal excerpt 
Exhibit 5: Board approval to purchase property 
Exhibit 6: Option agreement to purchase property 



 

5 

M
e

tro
p

o
lita

n
 C

o
u

n
c

il  

Exhibit 1 – Images 
Figure 1. Map of the Regional Parks System and the Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park (circled in red). 
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Figure 2. Map of Cottage Grove and the Regional Park System showing the location of Cottage Grove Ravine Regional 
Park and nearby park and natural areas. 
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Figure 3. Map of Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park showing the park boundary and the subject property. 

 



A great place to live, work and play…today and tomorrow 

North Shop | 11660 Myeron Road North | Stillwater, MN 55082-9537 
P: 651-430-4300 | F: 651-430-4350 | TTY: 651-430-6246 

www.co.washington.mn.us 

Washington County is an equal opportunity organization and employer 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Wayne Sandberg, P.E., Director, County Engineer 

Frank D. Ticknor, P.E., Deputy Director 

February 27, 2024 

Ms. Jessica Lee 
Senior Grants Administrator 
Metropolitan Council  
390 North Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

RE: Request for Acquisition Opportunity Grant Funds for Purchase of a portion of Stu-Mac Properties - in 
Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park 

Dear Jessica, 

Washington County requests that Metropolitan Council consider providing acquisition opportunity grant funds for 
the purchase of a portion of the Stu-Mac Properties located within the boundary of Cottage Grove Ravine Regional 
Park in the City of Cottage Grove.  This property is vacant land with no improvements.  The agreed upon price is 
the same as the appraised value.  

This offer presented here has been signed by both the landowner and the Washington County Board on February 6, 
2024.  Funding for this project is requested to be 75% from Metropolitan Council’s Acquisition Opportunity Fund 
with remaining 25% funded by Washington County funds.   

Estimated Acquisition Costs: 

Purchase Price   $525,000.00 
Estimated costs related to purchase $  17,296.00 

------------------ 
$542,296.00 

Proposed Revenue Sources: 

Acquisition Opportunity Fund (75%) $406,722.00 
Washington County (25%) $135,574.00 

------------------ 
$542,296.00 

We understand that there are funds available for the 2024 fiscal year and hope to be able to use said funds.  If the 
funds are not available, we request that this acquisition be funded in the 2025 fiscal year.  We anticipate closing this 
at the end of August 2024 following Met Council action on the grant request.   

Exhibit 2: Grant request letter



 
  
 

 
Page Two 
February 27, 2024 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request.  If you have any questions or need additional information, please 
let me know.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Sharon M. Price 
Property Acquisition Manager 
 
cc:  Alex McKinney, Parks Director 
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Exhibit 3: Grant application
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���������	�
��� 
�������������������������������

�����	�������������� �����!�� � ��"������������������#��$!%�&%��������'(�)*
)�)��)
)+,
�-./012(3��
��415���6��7�8��968��.:0"��; ��)
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Exhibit 4: Appraisal excerpt



Exhibit 5: Board approval to purchase property



Exhibit 6: Purchase agreement
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