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Committee Report 
Community Development Committee 

Community Development Committee Meeting: July 7, 2025    For the Metropolitan Council: July 23, 2025 

Business Item: 2025-162 
Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Riesgraf), Scott County 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $1,462,502 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to Scott 
County to acquire approximately 123 acres located at 17525 263rd St. W. in Belle Plain, 
MN, for the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Summary of Community Development Commission Discussion/Questions 
This business item was passed as part of the Community Development Committee’s consent agenda 
on July 7, 2025. 
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Committee Report 
 Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 

 

Community Development Committee Meeting: July 7, 2025    For the Metropolitan Council: July 23, 2025 

Business Item: 2025-162 
Blakely Bluffs Park Reserve, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Riesgraf), Scott County

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $1,462,502 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to Scott 
County to acquire approximately 123 acres located at 17525 263rd St. W. in Belle Plain, 
MN, for the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Summary of Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission Discussion 
Jessica Lee presented the staff report to the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission on 
July 1, 2025. Patty Freeman from Scott County helped answer questions. 
Commissioner Cecily Harris asked if Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve is a planned park, and if so, 
how Scott County plans a park with a full park boundary while not owning most of the land. 
Freeman responded that this practice is typical for the outer and newer agencies who are still 
building parks. Scott County does have a long-range plan for the park reserve, and it’s more of an 
acquisition long-range plan that sets up likely recreation and natural resources benefits. Harris also 
asked when the park might open to the public and Freeman responded that while the board has 
not given direction as to when it will open, they have directed the County to produce a full 
development long-range plan beginning this year that will replace the acquisition long-range plan 
with an updated vision and phasing strategy for the next 5 years, 10 years, etc.  
Chair Tony Yarusso mentioned that a similar thing has been done with Big Marine Park Reserve, 
which had its original plan done in 1985 long before much of the land was acquired. Council 
Member Wendy Wulff added that a similar approach was done for Spring Lake Park Reserve with 
a plan from the 70s. Commissioner Anthony Taylor said the Big Marine Park Reserve was a good 
example of how a community came together with a shared vision and built momentum for the 
development of the park. Commission Bob Moeller mentioned that he has been to the Blakeley 
Bluffs location and that the area is very unique and long-term will be a star in our constellation of 
parks. 
Wulff asked if the park reserve was adjacent to Department of Natural Resources land and 
Freeman responded that yes, the Nye Wildlife Management Area is directly south of the subject 
parcel and adjacent to the park. Yarusso added that perhaps this connection of public land will 
make it easier to open parts of the park sooner. 
Yarusso asked if legacy funds had to be used because of the purchase price being more than 
100%. Lee responded that yes in this case legacy funds are a better fit because of the purchase 
price and also because there are structures on the land, but that in this case the County will be 
able to keep the structures for use. Freeman elaborated that there are two 5,000-acre pole sheds 
that will store the County parks electric vehicle fleet and a small home that has been converted to 
an office that will hopefully be used for a public space or at a minimum for park maintenance.  
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Motion by Commissioner Moeller, seconded by Commissioner David Yakes, the Commission 
voted unanimously to pass the proposed action. 
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Community Development Committee Meeting: July 7, 2025 For the Metropolitan Council: July 23, 2025

District(s), Member(s):  District B, Robert Moeller 

District 4, Deb Barber 
Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Const. art. XI, sec. 15; Minn. Stat. § 473.315; 2050 

Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan, Section 3, Natural 
Systems Policy Action 1: Locate and acquire land; Section 5, 
Planning Policy Action 1: Long-range plan requirements; 
Section 8, Finance Policy Action 3: Park Acquisition 
Opportunity Fund; FM 15-2 Grant/Loan Approval Policy, FM 
14-2 Expenditures for the Procurement of Goods and 
Services Policy. 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Jessica Lee, Planning Analyst, 651-602-1621 

Division/Department:  Community Development / Regional Planning 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Approve a grant of up to $1,462,502 from the Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund to Scott 
County to acquire approximately 123 acres located at 17525 263rd St. W. in Belle Plain, 
MN, for the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. 

2. Authorize the Executive Director of Community Development to execute the grant 
agreement and restrictive covenant on behalf of the Council. 

Background 

Regional Park Implementing Agency and Project Request 
Scott County requested a Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) grant on May 21, 2025, to 
fund the acquisition of approximately 123 acres for the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. A copy of the 
Agency’s request is attached to this item as Exhibit 2 with application details in Exhibit 3.  
Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve is a future park reserve in the southwest corner of Scott County 
along the Minnesota River bluffs (see Exhibit 1, Figures 1, 2, and 3). This planned park reserve 
features large areas of continuous forest, stunning viewsheds of the Minnesota River Valley, 
dramatic topographic changes, and high-quality habitat. 

Subject Property 
The subject property is within the Council-approved boundary of the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve. 
The property contains 62 acres of mature forest, including 8 acres of oak forest and 40 acres of 

Business Item: 2025-162 

Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve, Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund Award (Riesgraf), Scott County 

Business Item 
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
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maple basswood forest, both of which are Minnesota Native Plant Communities in the Natural 
Heritage Database. The property also contains 10 acres of lowland forest, and about 48 acres of 
cultivated land that will be restored to native cover. The property contains two large pole sheds and 
a garage/office that will be maintained and used for storage and operations, as well as a small 
shed and barn that will be removed (see Exhibit 1, Figure 4).  

Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) 
The Council’s Park Acquisition Opportunity Fund (PAOF) Program provides funding to purchase 
property and easements via two state sources: the Parks and Trails Legacy Fund (PTLF) and the 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF). The Council contributes by matching 
every $3 in state funds with $2 in Council funds. The $3 to $2 match is required at the program 
level, not the individual project level.  
State and Council funds contribute up to 75% of the purchase price and eligible costs; the 
Regional Park Implementing Agency (Agency) contributes the remaining 25% as local match. 

Project Budget 
The appraised value of the subject property is $1,700,000. The Seller agreed to a purchase price 
of $2,000,000. The PAOF program will fund up to 110% of the appraised amount, or $1,870,000. 
Scott County will pay the remaining 8%. See Exhibit 4 for more information on the appraisal. The 
total project cost including legal fees, environmental assessments, stewardship, taxes, and 
appraisal is $1,950,003 as shown in Table 1 below. 
Table 1. Project Budget 

Budget item Requested amount 
Purchase price $1,870,000 
Appraisal, legal fees, taxes, closing costs $22,003 
Land stewardship $58,000 
Total Costs $1,950,003 
  
Grant structure  
          Grant amount $1,462,502 
          Local match $487,501 

Acquisition Details 
This is a straightforward fee title acquisition.  

Rationale 
Council staff conduct the review of each PAOF request on a first-come-first-served basis under the 
following standards: 
• the proposed acquisition complies with state statute and Council policy 
• all necessary documentation for the acquisition is in place 
• the appraisal is reasonable and appropriate 

This acquisition is consistent with: 
• The Parks and Trails Legacy Fund 
• The 2050 Regional Parks and Trails Policy Plan 

o Planning Policy Action 1 requires that before an Agency can receive a grant for 
acquisition, the proposed project must be consistent with a Council-approved long-range 
plan. The Council approved the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve acquisition long-range plan 
in 2011 and a boundary adjustment amendment in 2019. The proposed acquisition is 
within the boundaries of the approved acquisition long-range plan. 

o Natural Systems and Policy Action 1 prioritizes the acquisition of lands with natural 
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resource features, access to water, and/or restoration potential for the Regional Parks 
System. The subject property contains approximately 62 acres of mature forested land 
and 10 acres of lowland forest with high-quality natural resources and 48 acres of 
cultivated land that will be restored to its natural state.  

o Finance Action 3 authorizes the use of PAOF as the funding mechanism for the 
acquisition of Regional Park and Trail lands and matching every $3 in state funds with $2 
in Council bonds.  

Imagine Lens Analysis 
On February 12, 2025, the Council adopted Imagine 2050, which builds on the policy direction 
established in Thrive MSP 2040. Under the Imagine lens, this request is consistent with the 
Regional Core Value of Stewardship. The Council’s investment in the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve 
will provide access to nature and the outdoors and enhance quality of life in the region, which is 
consistent with several of our Regional Goals including “Our communities are healthy and safe” 
and “We protect and restore natural systems”.  

Funding 
Council will fund the 75% share with Parks and Trails Legacy Fund and Council funds. The PAOF 
program has available funds in the Council’s Authorized Capital Program.  
Scott County will provide a local match of $487,501. 

Exhibit List 
Exhibit 1: Images 
Exhibit 2: Grant request letter 
Exhibit 3: Grant application 
Exhibit 4: Appraisal excerpt 
Exhibit 5: Board approval  
Exhibit 6: Purchase agreement 
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Exhibit 1 – Images 
Figure 1. Map of the Regional Parks System and the Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve (circled in red). 
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Figure 2. Map of Scott County and the Regional Parks System showing the location of Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve (circled in 
red) and nearby park and natural areas. 
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Figure 3. Map of Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve showing the park boundary and the subject property in yellow. 
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Figure 4. Aerial image of the subject property. 

 



0BSCOTT COUNTY PARKS AND TRAILS PROGRAM 
1BA Partnership between Scott County and Three Rivers Park District 

   GOVERNMENT CENTER 114 · 200 FOURTH AVENUE WEST · SHAKOPEE, MN 55379-1220 

(952) 496-8475 · Fax (952) 496-8496 · Web www.co.scott.mn.us

May 21, 2025 

Jessica Lee 
Regional Parks and Natural Resources Unit 
Metropolitan Council 
390 North Robert Street  
St. Paul, MN 55101 

Subject: Acquisition Opportunity Grant Request for Riesgraf-Koller Farm property in the 
future Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve 

Dear Ms. Lee,  
I am writing to submit an Acquisition Opportunity Grant Request for an acquisition associated 
with Blakeley Bluffs Park Reserve in Scott County. I ask that this grant request be considered at 
the June or July 2025, MPOSC meeting. 

Acquisition Grant Request  
The property is an approximately 123-acre parcel located at 17525 263rd Street West in 
Blakeley Township (Scott County tax parcel 029190090). Acquisition of this property is 
consistent with the Blakeley Bluffs Acquisition Master Plan. Scott County is requesting the 
Metropolitan Council’s consideration of an acquisition opportunity grant in the amount of  

$1,462,502.06 that would fund 75% of eligible acquisition and associated costs with a 25% 

local match of $487,500.69. In addition to the grant match, Scott County is funding all 

acquisition costs above 110% of appraised value which account for an additional $130,422.50. 
The total estimated acquisition costs are $2,080,425.25. The total estimated acquisition costs 
based on 110% of appraised value are $1,950,002.75. 

The land is characterized by forested ravines and rolling bluff top acres that are mostly 
cultivated. The property contains approximately 62 acres of mature forest, including 8 acres of 
oak forest, 40 acres maple basswood forest, and 10 acres lowland forest. The oak forest and a 
portion of the maple basswood forest are of high enough quality to be noted as native plant 
community in the Natural Heritage Database. About 48 acres of the property are cur rently 
cultivated and these acres will be enrolled in the County’s crop to natural lands restoration 
program to be restored to native cover.  

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions, please contact me 
directly at 952.496.8777. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Freeman, General Manager of Scott County Parks and Trails 

Exhibit 2: Grant request letter
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Exhibit 3: Grant application
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Valuation Counselors 

SUMMARY OF SALIENT FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Fee Owner: Riesgraf-Koller Farm, LLC 

Location: 17525 263rd Street West 
Blakeley Township, Minnesota 

Tax Identification Number: 02.919009.0 

Date of Valuation: March 12, 2025 

Dates of Inspection: December 10, 2024, and October 6, 2021 

Property Appraised: Real Property (Land and Buildings) 

Rights & Interests Appraised: Fee Simple Market Value 

Zoning: A-1, Agricultural Preservation
Bluff Overlay District
Shoreland Overlay District

Note:  The subject is eligible for rezoning to A-3, 
Agricultural Preservation Density District. 

Guiding: Park/Open Space 

Property Description: The subject consists of a ±123.00-acre parcel, 
located at the northwestern terminus of 263rd 
Street West at 17525 263rd Street West in Blakeley 
Township, MN. The site is effectively L-shaped, 
and the western, northern, and eastern portions of 
the tract are steeply sloping and heavily wooded. 
Furthermore, a ravine runs through and along the 
north property boundary. Conversely, the southern 
and central portions of the site are open and rolling 
to generally level with productive soils. It is noted 
that the site is accessed via a gravel driveway along 
the south boundary. Furthermore, 49.03 acres, or 
±39.86% of the subject is tillable, with a weighted 
average crop productivity index (CPI) of ±81.   

Description of Improvements: The Assessor describes the property as being 
improved with a rambler-style residence built in 
1985, with approximately 1,246 SF of total 
finished area and a four-stall attached garage.  
However, the property is being used as an office 
and shop/garage, and is improved as such.  There 
are a total of three offices and two-half bathrooms. 
In addition to the office, the tract is improved with 
a ±5,184 SF Morton pole shed; a ±5,670 SF 
Morton pole shed; a ±720 SF pole shed, and a 
±1,620 SF barn.  

Exhibit 4: Appraisal excerpt
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  Note:  The description of the improvements is 
based on Scott County records, and an interior/ 
exterior inspection of the improvements.  

 
Highest and Best Use: 
 
 As Vacant: Development of up to three single-family lots with 

agricultural use, subject to rezoning and extension 
of the township road 

 
 As Improved: Continued use as improved, with subdivision of 

excess land for up to two additional lots, subject 
to rezoning and extension of the township road, 
along with agricultural use of the tillable acreage. 

 
Final Conclusion: $1,700,000 

 
 
 Allocated as follows: 
 
  As-Is Land       $1,270,000 
  Improvements      $   430,000 
  Total        $1,700,000 

  



Exhibit 5: Board approval





Exhibit 6: Purchase agreement
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