
 

Business Item No. 2014-xxx  
 

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
Meeting date: March 11, 2014 

For the Community Development Committee meeting of March 17, 2014 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 26, 2014 

Subject: Request for Reimbursement Consideration for Future Mississippi River Regional Trail 
Construction, Anoka County 

District(s), Member(s): MPOSC District E, Tony Yarusso 

Policy/Legal Reference: MN Statute 473.315 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Tori Dupre, Senior Planner (651-602-1621) 

Division/Department: Community Development, Regional Parks and Natural Resources 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

1. Consider reimbursing Anoka County up to $340,000 from its share of future Regional Parks Capital 
Improvement Programs financed with Parks and Trails Legacy Funds for construction of a segment 
of the Mississippi River Regional Trail from Mississippi Community Park in the City of Anoka to 
Mississippi West Regional Park in the City of Ramsey.  

2. Acknowledge that the Council does not, under any circumstances, represent or guarantee that 
reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park agency to 
reimbursement. 

Background 
On December 26, 2013, Anoka County requested that the Metropolitan Council consider future 
reimbursement of up to $340,000 from the county’s share of a future Metropolitan Council regional 
parks capital improvement program for construction of the Mississippi River Regional Trail.  The 
construction includes the trail segment from the City of Anoka’s Mississippi Community Park to Anoka 
County’s Mississippi West Regional Park in the City of Ramsey.  The Cities of Anoka and Ramsey, and 
Anoka County are working together to complete the trail construction in 2014/2015 through a Joint 
Powers Agreement.   See Attachment 1. 

Rationale 
Anoka County requests that the project costs be considered for reimbursement from its share of future 
regional parks capital improvement program.  The request for reimbursement consideration is 
consistent with the 2030 Regional Parks Policy Plan, Finance Strategy 6, Reimbursement, that states: 

“…Reimbursement will be considered for development provided the project in question is consistent 
in timing, scale, type and cost with an approved master plan; that all information required for the 
development grant is submitted to the Council prior to the regional park implementing agency 
undertaking the project; and that the Council approves the project…” 

Anoka County’s request meets the terms of Finance Strategy 6 for the following reasons: 

1. The trail project’s timing, scale and cost is consistent with the Metropolitan 
Council approved master plan for Mississippi River Regional Trail (MC 
action September 22 1994; amended September 26, 2007). 
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2. The County’s request provides sufficient information regarding what would be financed with a 
Council grant, meeting Finance Strategy 6 requirements, as outlined in Anoka County’s letter 
Attachment 1.  

3. Anoka County requests the Metropolitan Council’s approval for the proposed trail expenditures 
prior to undertaking the project.  

Funding 
Funding for the future reimbursement of the project may be awarded through Anoka County’s share of 
Regional Parks Capital Improvement Programs (CIP).  Metropolitan Council action is required to 
approve specific grants to Anoka County.  The Council does not under any circumstances represent or 
guarantee that reimbursement will be granted, and expenditure of local funds never entitles a park 
agency to reimbursement. 

Known Support / Opposition 
There is no known opposition to this request as it is consistent with Finance Strategy 6 from the 2030 
Regional Parks Policy Plan. 
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Attachment 1: Letter from Karen Blaska, Anoka County Parks  
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Attachment 2: Proposed Trail Project Map  
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