Business Item No. 2018-302

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission
Meeting date: November 8, 2018

For the Community Development Committee meeting of November 19, 2018

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of November 28, 2018

Subject: Accept the Public Comment Report and Adopt the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan
District(s), Member(s): All
Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. 8 473.147
Staff Prepared/Presented: Libby Starling, Director of Regional Planning (651-602-1135)
Emmett Mullin, Parks Manager (651-602-1360)
Dan Marckel, Planning Analyst (651-602-1548)

Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning

Proposed Action
That the Metropolitan Council:

e Accept the Public Comment Report on the draft update to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan;
and
o Adopt the revised final update of the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan.

Background
Minnesota Statutes § 473.147 requires the Council to engage in a comprehensive review of its

Regional Parks Policy Plan at least once every four years. The Council has consulted with the
Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission, regional park implementing agencies, other partners
and stakeholders, and the general public in the development of the update to the 2040 Regional Parks
Policy Plan.

At the recommendation of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission, the Council released a
draft update to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan for public comment on July 25, 2018. The Council
held a public hearing on the draft for public comment at the September 17, 2018 Community
Development Committee, and the public comment period concluded on September 27, 2018. During
the public comment period, the Council received comments from 115 individuals, organizations, and
local units of government via letters, e-mails, phone messages, and public testimony. At the October 1
joint meeting of the Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission and the Council’s Community
Development Committee, Commission and Committee members provided policy direction on some of
the overarching comments received. After this meeting, staff worked with the Regional Parks Policy
Plan Council Member Work Group to confirm policy direction and finalize language. Recommended
revisions in response to the comments and other minor text edits have been incorporated into the plan.

The Public Comment Report documents the comments received, Council responses, and proposed
changes to the draft Regional Parks Policy Plan. The Public Comment Report and the proposed final
update to the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan can be found at:
https://metrocouncil.org/Parks/Planning/2018-Regional-Parks-Policy-Plan-

Update.aspx
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Rationale
State statute requires the Council to review and update its Regional Parks Policy Plan at least once
every four years.

Thrive Lens Analysis
The 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan Update advances the Thrive MSP 2040 Outcome of Livability

through increasing access to natural resource-based outdoor recreation, which enhances the quality of
life throughout the region. It also advances the Thrive Outcome of Equity through strengthening
equitable use of the regional parks system by reducing barriers to participation across race, ethnicity,
income and ability.

Funding
Updating the Regional Parks Policy Plan is a regular item in the Community Development Division work
plan.

Known Support / Opposition
The public comment period provided an opportunity for input on the 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan

update. The Public Comment Report documents that comments indicating support and opposition to
sections of the draft plan, along with revisions incorporated in response to the comments. The Public
Comment Report provides a list of individual comments received during the public comment period.
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