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Business Item 2019-68 

Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission 
Meeting date: April 4, 2019 

Community Development Committee 
Meeting date: April 15, 2019 

For the Metropolitan Council meeting of April 24, 2019 

Subject: Grant Project Scope Change, Mississippi River Regional Trail to Lake Byllesby Regional Park, 
Dakota County 
MPOSC District(s), Member(s): District H, Todd Kemery 
Council District(s), Member(s): District 16, Wendy Wulff 
Policy/Legal Reference: Minn. Stat. § 473.315 
Staff Prepared/Presented: Sam Johnson, Grants Administrator (651-602-1757) 
Division/Department: Community Development / Regional Planning 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council approve a grant project scope change for Dakota County grant 
agreement SG-22058 to modify the project from the Mississippi River Regional Trail construction 
project to the Lake Byllesby Regional Park construction improvements. 

Background 
Dakota County requests that the Metropolitan Council approve a grant project scope change for 
unexecuted parks grant SG-22058 to change the project from the Mississippi River Regional Trail 
construction project to the Lake Byllesby Regional Park construction improvements (see Attachment 1). 

On July 26, 2017, the Council approved the quarterly budget amendment that included a 2017 state-
bond-funded grant (SG-22058) to Dakota County for $852,000 for Mississippi River Regional Trail 
Construction – Rosemount West Segment (Business Item 2017-118). On September 21, 2017, the 
Community Development Director authorized a minor project description change from “Mississippi 
River Regional Trail Construction – Rosemount West Segment” to “Mississippi River Regional Trail 
Construction – Rosemount” to include the entire trail. This project was originally submitted to the 
Legislature as part of the Council’s 2017 Regional Parks System State Bonding Program request.  

The Metropolitan Council has not executed the grant agreement for SG-22058 with Dakota County. The 
County experienced numerous project complexities regarding trail acquisition, design, and engineering 
that delayed the project. As such, the County has not used funds connected with the original proposed 
trail construction project. The County now proposes to change the project scope to implement 
improvements at Lake Byllesby Regional Park. The components of the proposed improvements are 
comprehensively defined in the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan which the Council approved 
on May 23, 2018 in Business Item 2018-114.  

The proposed project description is:   

“Construction and construction administration for improvements to increase access to Lake 
Byllesby and Cannon River; to provide trails and small gathering space(s) 
on Echo Point; to restore and re-naturalize the park with trees, shrubs and 

https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2017/7-26-17/2017-118-Joint-Committee-Report-with-Committee-Bus.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2018/5-23-18/0523_2018_114.aspx
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native perennials; to improve the layout and/or capacity of the picnic ground and campground; 
and for other master plan approved improvements.” 

Rationale 
Dakota County’s proposed change meets all of the relevant Metropolitan Council requirements. The 
proposed project– construction improvements at Lake Byllesby Regional Park – is consistent with the 
2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan and the Council-approved master plan for Lake Byllesby Regional 
Park, which was evaluated using the Regional Parks System Equity Toolkit.  

The Dakota County Board approved the proposed project scope change and funding reallocation in its 
2019 Capital Improvement Program plan on December 18, 2018 (Attachments 2 & 3).  

Thrive Lens Analysis 
The Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan supports the Thrive outcomes of stewardship and 
prosperity by recommending the management, restoration, and enhancement of natural resources 
within the park. The Thrive outcome of equity is supported by a community outreach process by Dakota 
County that engaged a cross-section of the community during the development of the master plan. 
Additionally, the master plan advances the Thrive outcome of livability through increasing access to 
nature and outdoor recreation. 

Funding 
The Council approved the County’s grant SG-22058 for $852,000 funded by 2017 State Bonding, 
authorized by Laws of Minnesota 2017, chapter 8, section 16, subdivision 2.  

The 10-year total cost estimate provided with the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan in Business 
Item 2018-114 for East Byllesby and West Byllesby are respectively $8,919,300 and $2,070,250, for a 
total of $10,989,550. 

Dakota County provided the below summary of other funding sources currently intended to be used for 
the Lake Byllesby Master Plan Improvements. The 2019 Legacy Funds subgrant (SG-05854) was 
approved by the Council on July 25, 2018 in Business Item No. 2018-195. The 2018 Regional Park 
Bonding was made available on March 6, 2019 through 2019 State Bonding, authorized by Laws of 
Minnesota 2019, chapter 2, section 5. 

Table 1. Project Funding Sources, Lake Byllesby Master Plan Improvements 

Revenue Source Amount Design / 
Engineering 

Construction / 
Construction Admin. 

Dakota County funds $2,570,345 x X 

2019 Legacy Funds (SG-05854) $1,122,255  X 

2018 Regional Park Bonding (Approved) $425,009  X 

2017 Regional Park Bonding (SG-22058) $852,000  X 

TOTAL $4,969,609   

 

https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2018/5-23-18/0523_2018_114.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2018/5-23-18/0523_2018_114.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Council-Meetings/Committees/Metropolitan-Council/2018/7-25-18/0725_2018_195.aspx
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Known Support / Opposition 
The Dakota County Board of Commissioners adopted the Lake Byllesby Regional Park Master Plan on 
January 23, 2018. The Dakota County Board approved the proposed project scope change and funding 
reallocation in its 2019 Capital Improvement Program plan on December 18, 2018. There is no known 
opposition. 
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Attachment 1: Dakota County Grant Description Change Request Letter  
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Attachment 2: Dakota County Board-Approved 2019-2023 Capital Improvement Program Budget 
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Attachment 3: Dakota County Board-approved Resolution No. 18-655 
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